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domestically produced, Christmas trees 
beyond personal use and having value 
at first point of sale. 

§ 1214.18 Promotion. 
Promotion means any action, includ-

ing paid advertising and public rela-
tions that presents a favorable image 
of Christmas trees to the general pub-
lic with the intent of improving the 
perception and competitive position of 
Christmas trees and stimulating sales 
of Christmas trees. 

§ 1214.19 Research. 
Research means any type of test, sys-

tematic study, study, investigation, 
analysis and/or evaluation designed to 
advance the image, desirability, use, 
marketability, quality, product devel-
opment, or production of Christmas 
trees, including but not limited to re-
search related to cost of production, 
market development, testing the effec-
tiveness of market development and 
promotional efforts, new species of 
Christmas trees and environmental 
issues relating to the Christmas tree 
industry. 

§ 1214.20 Secretary. 
Secretary means the Secretary of Ag-

riculture of the United States, or any 
officer or employee of the Department 
to whom authority has been delegated, 
or to whom authority may be dele-
gated, to act in the Secretary’s stead. 

§ 1214.21 State. 
State means any of the several 50 

States of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, and the territories and 
possessions of the United States. 

§ 1214.22 Suspend. 
Suspend means to issue a rule under 

section 553 of title 5 U.S.C. to tempo-
rarily prevent the operation of an order 
or part thereof during a particular pe-
riod of time specified in the rule. 

§ 1214.23 Terminate. 
Terminate means to issue a rule under 

section 553 of title 5 U.S.C. to cancel 
permanently the operation of an order 
or part thereof beginning on a certain 
date specified in the rule. 

§ 1214.24 United States. 
United States means collectively the 

50 states, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the 
territories and possessions of the 
United States. 

CHRISTMAS TREE PROMOTION BOARD 

§ 1214.40 Establishment and member-
ship. 

(a) Establishment of the Christmas Tree 
Promotion Board. There is hereby estab-
lished a Christmas Tree Promotion 
Board, composed of no more than 
twelve (12) members as follows: 

(1) Producer members from each of 
the following regions: 

(i) Five producer members from Re-
gion #1—Western Region (states from 
the Pacific Ocean east to the Rocky 
Mountains): Alaska, Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Mon-
tana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Utah, Washington, Wyoming and all 
U.S. Territories located in the Pacific 
Ocean. 

(ii) Two producer members from Re-
gion #2—Central Region (states east of 
the Rocky Mountains to the Great 
Lakes): Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, 
and Wisconsin. 

(iii) Four producer members from Re-
gion #3—Eastern Region (states east of 
the Great Lakes): Alabama, Con-
necticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, New York, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mis-
sissippi, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vir-
ginia, Vermont, Washington, DC, West 
Virginia, and all U.S. Territories lo-
cated in the Atlantic Ocean and Carib-
bean Sea, including but not limited to 
Puerto Rico. 

(2) One Importer member. 
(b) Adjustment of membership. At least 

once every five years upon implemen-
tation of the Order, but not more fre-
quently than once every three years, 
the Board will review the geographic 
distribution of United States produc-
tion of Christmas trees and the quan-
tity and source of Christmas tree im-
ports. The review will be conducted 
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through State crop production figures 
and Board assessment records, includ-
ing the amount of assessments col-
lected from importers, or other govern-
ment data. If warranted, the Board will 
recommend to the Secretary that 
membership on the Board be altered to 
reflect any changes in geographic dis-
tribution of domestic Christmas tree 
production and the quantity of im-
ports. Provided, that there shall be at 
least one importer member on the 
Board. Such adjustments shall not in-
crease the total number of Board mem-
bers. The adjustments to the Board 
membership would be submitted to the 
Secretary by Board recommendation 
and be implemented by the Secretary 
through rulemaking. 

§ 1214.41 Nominations and appoint-
ments. 

(a) Voting for producer members will 
be made by mail ballot, electronic 
mail, in person, or by facsimile. 

(b) Nominations for the initial Board 
will be conducted by the Department. 
Subsequent nominations will be con-
ducted by the Board. 

(c) The Board shall outreach to all 
segments of the Christmas tree indus-
try and solicit nominations as de-
scribed in paragraphs (d) and (e) of this 
section. Nominees must domestically 
produce or import more than 500 
Christmas trees during the most recent 
fiscal period. 

(d) Nomination of producer members 
will be conducted by the Board. The 
Board staff will seek nominations for 
each vacant producer seat from each 
region from producers who have paid 
their assessments to the Board in the 
most recent fiscal period. Producers 
who produce Christmas trees in more 
than one region may seek nomination 
only in the region in which they 
produce the majority of their Christ-
mas trees. For selection to the initial 
Board, the Secretary will notify pro-
ducers to request nominations to the 
Board. Subsequent nominations will be 
submitted to the Board office and 
placed on a ballot that will be sent to 
producers in each region for a vote. 
Producers who produce Christmas trees 
in more than one region may only vote 
in the region in which they produce the 
majority of their Christmas trees. The 

nominee receiving the highest number 
of votes and the nominee receiving the 
second highest number of votes shall be 
submitted to the Department as the 
producers’ first and second choice 
nominees. The Board shall submit 
nominations to the Secretary not less 
than 90 days prior to the expiration of 
the term of office. 

(e) Nominations for the importer 
member(s) will be conducted by the 
Board. The Board will solicit importer 
nominations from those importers who 
have paid their assessments to the 
Board in the most recent fiscal period. 
For selection to the initial Board, the 
Secretary will notify importers to re-
quest nominations to the Board. Subse-
quent nominations will be submitted to 
the Board office and placed on a ballot 
that will be sent to importers for a 
vote. The Board shall submit those 
nominations to the Secretary not less 
than 90 days prior to the expiration of 
the term of office. Two nominees for 
each importer position will be sub-
mitted to the Secretary for consider-
ation. 

(f) From the nominations, the Sec-
retary shall select the members of the 
Board for each position on the Board. 
Members will serve until their succes-
sors have been appointed by the Sec-
retary. 

§ 1214.42 Term of office. 

Board members will serve for a term 
of three years and be able to serve a 
maximum of two consecutive three- 
year terms. When the Board is first es-
tablished, the members will be as-
signed initial terms of two, three, and 
four years. Initial terms will be stag-
gered to assure continuity of the 
Board. The term of office will begin on 
January 1 and conclude on December 
31. Members serving the initial term of 
two and four years will be eligible to 
serve a second term of three-years. 
Thereafter, each of the positions will 
carry a full three-year term. Board 
members shall serve during the term of 
office for which they have been ap-
pointed and qualified, and until their 
successors are appointed and have 
qualified. 
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