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7 CFR Ch. XI (1–1–14 Edition) § 1217.102 

the following Harmonized Tariff Sched-
ule of the United States (HTSUS) num-
bers—4407.10.01, 4409.10.05, 4409.10.10, 
4409.10.20, 4409.10.90, and 4418.90.25. Do-
mestic product that cannot be cat-
egorized in the referenced HTSUS num-
bers if it were an import is not covered 
under this order. Further, softwood 
lumber originating in the United 
States that is exported to another 
country and shipped back to the United 
States is also covered under this Order, 
provided it can be categorized in the 
referenced HTSUS numbers. Addition-
ally, articles brought into the United 
States temporarily and for which an 
exemption is claimed under subchapter 
XIII of chapter 98 of the HTSUS are ex-
empted from the SLA of 2008 and are 
not covered under this Order. 

(m) United States means collectively 
the 50 States, the District of Columbia, 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and 
the territories and possessions of the 
United States. 

§ 1217.102 Voting. 

(a) Each eligible domestic manufac-
turer and importer of softwood lumber 
shall be entitled to cast only one ballot 
in the referendum. However, each do-
mestic manufacturer in a landlord/ten-
ant relationship or a divided ownership 
arrangement involving totally inde-
pendent entities cooperating only to 
manufacture softwood lumber, in 
which more than one of the parties is a 
domestic manufacturer or importer, 
shall be entitled to cast one ballot in 
the referendum covering only such do-
mestic manufacturer or importer’s 
share of ownership. 

(b) Proxy voting is not authorized, 
but an officer or employee of an eligi-
ble corporate domestic manufacturer 
or importer, or an administrator, ex-
ecutor, or trustee of an eligible entity 
may cast a ballot on behalf of such en-
tity. Any individual so voting in a ref-
erendum shall certify that such indi-
vidual is an officer or employee of the 
eligible entity, or an administrator, ex-
ecutive, or trustee of an eligible entity 
and that such individual has the au-
thority to take such action. Upon re-
quest of the referendum agent, the in-
dividual shall submit adequate evi-
dence of such authority. 

(c) A single entity who domestically 
manufactures and imports softwood 
lumber may cast one vote in the ref-
erendum. 

(d) All ballots are to be cast by mail 
or other means, as instructed by the 
Department. 

§ 1217.103 Instructions. 

The referendum agent shall conduct 
the referendum, in the manner pro-
vided in this subpart, under the super-
vision of the Administrator. The Ad-
ministrator may prescribe additional 
instructions, consistent with the provi-
sions of this subpart, to govern the pro-
cedure to be followed by the ref-
erendum agent. Such agent shall: 

(a) Determine the period during 
which ballots may be cast; 

(b) Provide ballots and related mate-
rial to be used in the referendum. The 
ballot shall provide for recording es-
sential information, including that 
needed for ascertaining whether the 
person voting, or on whose behalf the 
vote is cast, is an eligible voter; 

(c) Give reasonable public notice of 
the referendum: 

(1) By using available media or public 
information sources, without incurring 
advertising expense, to publicize the 
dates, places, method of voting, eligi-
bility requirements, and other perti-
nent information. Such sources of pub-
licity may include, but are not limited 
to, print and radio; and 

(2) By such other means as the agent 
may deem advisable. 

(d) Mail to eligible domestic manu-
facturers and importers whose names 
and addresses are known to the ref-
erendum agent, the instructions on 
voting, a ballot, and a summary of the 
terms and conditions of the proposed 
Order. No person who claims to be eli-
gible to vote shall be refused a ballot; 

(e) At the end of the voting period, 
collect, open, number, and review the 
ballots and tabulate the results in the 
presence of an agent of a third party 
authorized to monitor the referendum 
process; 

(f) Prepare a report on the ref-
erendum; and 

(g) Announce the results to the pub-
lic. 
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