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such a way that any required informa-
tion on the form is illegible; or 

(6) Form LS–86 and supporting docu-
mentation not returned to the appro-
priate county FSA office. 

§ 1280.628 Counting ballots. 

(a) Form LS–86 shall be counted by 
county FSA offices on the same day as 
the ballots are canvassed if there are 
no ineligibility determinations to re-
solve. For those county FSA offices 
that do have ineligibility determina-
tions, the requests shall be counted no 
later than the 14th business day fol-
lowing the final day of the voting pe-
riod. 

(b) Ballots shall be counted as fol-
lows: 

(1) Number of valid ballots cast; 
(2) Number of persons favoring the 

Order; 
(3) Number of persons not favoring 

the Order; 
(4) Volume of production voted favor-

ing the continuation of the Order; 
(5) Volume of production voted not 

favoring the continuation of the Order; 
and 

(6) Number of invalid ballots. 

§ 1280.629 FSA county office report. 

The county FSA office report shall be 
certified as accurate and complete by 
the CED or designee, acting on behalf 
of the Administrator, AMS, as soon as 
may be reasonably possible, but in no 
event shall submit no later than 18th 
business day following the final day of 
the specified period. Each county FSA 
office shall transmit the results in its 
county to the FSA State office. The re-
sults in each county may be made 
available to the public upon notifica-
tion by the Administrator, FSA, that 
the final results have been released by 
the Secretary. A copy of the report 
shall be posted for 30 calendar days fol-
lowing the date of notification by the 
Administrator, FSA, in the county 
FSA office in a conspicuous place ac-
cessible to the public. One copy shall 
be kept on file in the county FSA office 
for a period of at least 12 months after 
notification by FSA that the final re-
sults have been released by the Sec-
retary. 

§ 1280.630 FSA State office report. 

Each FSA State office shall transmit 
to the Administrator, FSA, as soon as 
possible, but in no event later than the 
20th business day following the final 
day of the voting period, a report sum-
marizing the data contained in each of 
the reports from the county FSA of-
fices. One copy of the State summary 
shall be filed for a period of not less 
than 12 months after the results have 
been released and available for public 
inspection after the results have been 
released. 

§ 1280.631 Results of the referendum. 

(a) The Administrator, FSA, shall 
submit to the Administrator, AMS, the 
reports from all State FSA offices. The 
Administrator, AMS, shall tabulate the 
results of the ballots. USDA will issue 
an official press release announcing the 
results of referendum and publish the 
same results in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 
In addition, USDA will post the official 
results at the following Web site: http:// 
www.ams.usda.gov/LSMarketingPrograms 
or such other Web site as announced by 
the Administrator of AMS. Subse-
quently, State reports and related pa-
pers shall be available for public in-
spection upon request during normal 
business hours in the Marketing Pro-
grams Branch; Livestock and Seed Pro-
gram, AMS, USDA, Room 2628–S; STOP 
0251; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC. 

(b) If the Secretary deems necessary, 
a State report or county report shall be 
reexamined and checked by such per-
sons who may be designated by the 
Secretary. 

[69 FR 77572, Dec. 27, 2004, as amended at 73 
FR 76194, Dec. 16, 2008] 

§ 1280.632 Disposition of records. 

Each FSA CED will place in sealed 
containers marked with the identifica-
tion of the ‘‘Lamb Checkoff Program 
Referendum,’’ all of the form LS–86’s 
along with the accompanying docu-
mentation and county summaries. 
Such records will be placed in a secure 
location under the custody of FSA CED 
for a period of not less than 12 months 
after the date of notification by the 
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Administrator, FSA, that the final re-
sults have been announced by the Sec-
retary. If the county FSA office re-
ceives no notice to the contrary from 
the Administrator, FSA, by the end of 
the 12 month period as described above, 
the CED or designee shall destroy the 
records. 

§ 1280.633 Instructions and forms. 

The Administrator, AMS, is author-
ized to prescribe additional instruc-
tions and forms not inconsistent with 
the provisions of this subpart. 

§ 1280.634 Confidentiality. 

The names of persons voting in the 
referendum and ballots shall be con-
fidential and the contents of the bal-
lots shall not be divulged except as the 
Secretary may direct. The public may 
witness the opening of the ballot box 
and the counting of the votes but may 
not interfere with the process. 

PART 1290—SPECIALTY CROP 
BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 

Sec. 
1290.1 Purpose and scope. 
1290.2 Definitions. 
1290.3 Eligible grant applicants. 
1290.4 Eligible grant project. 
1290.5 Restrictions and limitations on grant 

funds. 
1290.6 Completed application. 
1290.7 Review of grant applications. 
1290.8 Grant agreements. 
1290.9 Reporting and oversight require-

ments. 
1290.10 Audit requirements. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 1621 note. 

SOURCE: 71 FR 53307, Sept. 11, 2006, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1290.1 Purpose and scope. 

Pursuant to the authority conferred 
by Section 101 of the Specialty Crops 
Competitiveness Act of 2004 (7 U.S.C. 
1621 note) AMS will make grants to 
States to enhance the competitiveness 
of specialty crops in accordance with 
the terms and conditions set forth 
herein and other applicable federal 
statutes and regulations including, but 
not limited to, 7 CFR part 3016. 

§ 1290.2 Definitions. 
(a) AMS means the Agricultural Mar-

keting Service of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. 

(b) Application means application for 
Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. 

(c) ‘‘Enhancing the competitiveness’’ of 
specialty crops includes, but is not lim-
ited to: Research, promotion, mar-
keting, nutrition, trade enhancement, 
food safety, food security, plant health 
programs, education, ‘‘buy local’’ pro-
grams, increased consumption, in-
creased innovation, improved effi-
ciency and reduced costs of distribu-
tion systems, environmental concerns 
and conservation, product develop-
ment, and developing cooperatives. 

(d) Grant period means the period of 
time from when the grant agreement is 
signed until the completion of all 
SCBGP projects submitted in the State 
plan. 

(e) Grantee means the government to 
which a grant is awarded and which is 
accountable for the use of the funds 
provided. The grantee is the entire 
legal entity even if only a particular 
component of the entity is designated 
in the grant agreement. 

(f) Outcome measure means an event 
or condition that is external to the 
project and that is of direct importance 
to the intended beneficiaries and/or the 
public. 

(g) Project means all proposed activi-
ties to be funded by the SCBGP. 

(h) Specialty crop means fruits and 
vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, and 
nursery crops (including floriculture). 

(i) State means the fifty States, the 
District of Columbia, and the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico. 

(j) State department of agriculture 
means the agency, commission, or de-
partment of a State government re-
sponsible for agriculture within the 
State. 

(k) Subgrantee means the government 
or other legal entity to which a 
subgrant is awarded and which is ac-
countable to the grantee for the use of 
funds provided. 

§ 1290.3 Eligible grant applicants. 
Eligible grant applicants are State 

departments of agriculture from the 
fifty states, the District of Columbia, 
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
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