
262 

7 CFR Ch. XVIII (1–1–13 Edition) § 1944.530 

limited to the ratio of personnel to be 
hired by the applicant to the cost of 
the project, the cost, both direct and 
indirect, per person benefiting from the 
project, and the expected benefits to 
low-income families from the project. 

(11) The extent to which the proposed 
staff and salary ranges, including 
qualifications, experience, proposed 
hiring schedule and availability of any 
prospective employees, will meet the 
objectives of the proposed TSA pro-
gram. 

(12) The anticipated capacity of the 
applicant to implement the proposed 
time schedule for starting and com-
pleting the TSA program and each 
phase thereof. 

(13) The adequacy of the records and 
practices, including personnel proce-
dures and practices, that will be estab-
lished and maintained by the applicant 
during the term of the agreement. 

(c) Among the projects proposed by 
private nonprofit entities, preference 
will be given to sponsored applicants. 

[47 FR 40400, Sept. 14, 1982, as amended at 48 
FR 29121, June 24, 1983; 76 FR 80731, Dec. 27, 
2011] 

§ 1944.530 [Reserved] 

§ 1944.531 Applications submission. 
(a) Upon notification that the appli-

cant has been tentatively selected for 
funding, the State Office will forward 
to the applicant a signed Form AD–622 
and provide SF 424.1 with instructions 
to the applicant for preparation of an 
application. 

(b) Upon receipt of Form AD–622, the 
applicant will submit an application in 
an original and 2 copies on Form SF 
424.1, and provide whatever additional 
information is requested to the Dis-
trict Office within 30 days. 

(c) Upon receipt of an application on 
SF 424.1 by the District Office, a docket 
shall be assembled which will include 
the following: 

(1) Form SF 424.1 and the informa-
tion submitted in accordance with 
§ 1944.526(a)(2). 

(2) Form AD–622. 
(3) Any comments received in accord-

ance with 7 CFR part 3015 subpart V, 
‘‘Intergovernmental Review of Depart-
ment of Agriculture Programs and Ac-
tivities.’’ See RD Instruction 1970–I, 

‘Intergovernmental Review,’ available 
in any Agency office or on the Agen-
cy’s Web site. 

(4) SF 424.1. 
(5) OGC legal determination made 

pursuant to § 1944.526(c)(3). 
(6) Grant Agreement. 
(7) Form FmHA or its successor agen-

cy under Public Law 103–354 1940–1, 
‘‘Request for Obligation of Funds.’’ 

(8) Form FmHA or its successor agen-
cy under Public Law 103–354 400–1, 
‘‘Equal Opportunity Agreement.’’ 

(9) Form FmHA or its successor agen-
cy under Public Law 103–354 400–4, ‘‘As-
surance Agreement.’’ 

(10) Form FmHA or its successor 
agency under Public Law 103–354 1940– 
20, ‘‘Request for Environmental Infor-
mation.’’ 

(11) Form FmHA or its successor 
agency under Public Law 103–354 1940– 
22, ‘‘Environmental Checklist for Cat-
egorical Exclusions,’’ Form FmHA or 
its successor agency under Public Law 
103–354 1940–21, ‘‘Environmental Assess-
ment for Class I Actions’’ or exhibit H, 
subpart G of part 1940 entitled, Envi-
ronmental Assessment for Class II Ac-
tions. 

(12) The historical and archaeological 
assessment. 

(13) The detailed budget for the 
agreement period based upon the needs 
outlined in the proposal and the com-
ments and recommendations by FmHA 
or its successor agency under Public 
Law 103–354. 

[47 FR 40400, Sept. 14, 1982, as amended at 48 
FR 29121, June 24, 1983; 49 FR 3763, Jan. 30, 
1984; 55 FR 13503 and 13504, April 11, 1990; 76 
FR 80731, Dec. 27, 2011] 

§ 1944.532 [Reserved] 

§ 1944.533 Grant approval and an-
nouncement. 

Grant approval and announcement 
will be accomplished under the fol-
lowing procedure. The Administrator 
may modify this section if necessary to 
obligate funds in a timely and efficient 
manner. 

(a) The District Office will review the 
docket to determine whether the appli-
cation complies with these regulations 
and is consistent with the information 
and supporting documents submitted 
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with the preapplication and any com-
ments and recommendations of the 
State and National Offices. 

(b) If major problems occur during 
the development of the docket, the Dis-
trict Office will call upon the State Of-
fice for assistance. 

(c) If a grant is recommended, Form 
FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 1940–1 and the Grant 
Agreement will be prepared by the Dis-
trict Office and forwarded to the appli-
cant for signature as authorized in its 
authorizing resolution. Exhibit A, 
Grant Agreement, is a part of these 
regulations. 

(d) When Form FmHA or its suc-
cessor agency under Public Law 103–354 
1940–1 and the Grant Agreement are re-
ceived from the applicant and signed 
by the applicant, the docket will be 
forwarded to the State Director. 

(e) Exhibit A to FmHA Instruction 
2015–C (available in any FmHA or its 
successor agency under Public Law 103– 
354 office) will be prepared and sent to 
the Director of Information in the Na-
tional Office. 

(f) If the State Director approves the 
project, the following actions will be 
taken in the order listed: 

(1) The State Director, or the State 
Director’s designee, will telephone the 
Finance Office Check Request Station 
requesting that grant funds for a par-
ticular project be obligated. Imme-
diately after contacting the Finance 
Office, the requesting official will fur-
nish the requesting office’s security 
identification code. Failure to furnish 
the security code will result in the re-
jection of the request for obligation. 
After the security code is furnished, 
the required information from Form 
FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 1940–1 will be fur-
nished to the Finance Office. Upon re-
ceipt of the telephone request for obli-
gation of funds, the Finance Office will 
record all information necessary to 
process the request for obligation in 
addition to the date and time of the re-
quest. 

(2) The individual making the request 
will record the date and time of the re-
quest and sign section 37 of Form 
FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 1940–1. 

(i) The Finance Office will notify the 
State Office by telephone when funds 
are reserved and of the date of obliga-
tion. If funds cannot be reserved for a 
project, the Finance Office will notify 
the State Office that funds are not 
available. The obligation date will be 
six working days from the date the re-
quest for obligation is processed. 

(ii) The Finance Office will termi-
nally process telephone obligation re-
quests. Those requests received prior to 
2:30 p.m. Central Time will be proc-
essed on the date of the request. Those 
requests received after 2:30 p.m., to the 
extent possible, will be processed on 
the day received; however, there may 
be instances where the obligation will 
be processed on the next working day. 

(iii) The Finance Office will mail 
Form FmHA or its successor agency 
under Public Law 103–354 440–57, ‘‘Ac-
knowledgement of Obligated Funds/ 
Check Request,’’ to the State Director, 
confirming the reservation of funds 
with the obligation date inserted as re-
quired by Item 9 on the Forms Manual 
Insert (FMI) for Form FmHA or its 
successor agency under Public Law 103– 
354 440–57. 

(iv) Form FmHA or its successor 
agency under Public Law 103–354 1940–1 
will not be mailed to the Finance Of-
fice. 

(3) The State Director will notify the 
Director of Information in the National 
Office with a recommendation that the 
project announcement be released. 

(4) An executed form FmHA or its 
successor agency under Public Law 103– 
354 1940–1 will be sent to the applicant 
along with an executed copy of the 
Grant Agreement and scope of work on 
or before the date funds are obligated. 

(i) The actual date of applicant noti-
fication will be entered on the original 
of Form FmHA or its successor agency 
under Public Law 103–354 1940–1 and the 
original of the form will be included as 
a permanent part of the file. 

(ii) Standard Form 270, ‘‘Request for 
Advance or Reimbursement,’’ will be 
sent to the applicant for completion 
and returned to FmHA or its successor 
agency under Public Law 103–354. 

(5) If it is determined that a project 
will not be funded or if major changes 
in the scope of the project are made 
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after release of the approval announce-
ment, the State Director will notify 
the Administrator and the Director, 
Legislative Affairs and Public Informa-
tion Staff (LAPIS) by telephone or 
electronic mail, giving the reasons for 
such action. The Director, LAPIS, will 
inform all parties who were notified by 
the project announcement if the 
project will not be funded or of major 
changes in the project using the proce-
dure similar to the announcement 
process. Form FmHA or its successor 
agency under Public Law 103–354 1940– 
10, ‘‘Cancellation of U.S. Treasury 
Check and/or Obligation,’’ will not be 
submitted to the Finance Office until 
five working days after notifying the 
Administrator and the Director, 
LAPIS. 

(6) Upon receipt from the grantee of a 
properly completed SF–270, Form 
FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 440–57 will be com-
pleted and the check request will be 
called to the Finance Office Check Re-
quest Station in accordance with the 
FMI for Form FmHA or its successor 
agency under Public Law 103–354 440–57. 

[44 FR 36891, June 22, 1979, as amended at 47 
FR 36415, Aug. 20, 1982; 48 FR 30946, July 6, 
1983; 55 FR 13504, Apr. 11, 1990] 

§ 1944.534 [Reserved] 

§ 1944.535 Cancellation of an approved 
grant. 

(a) The District Director will prepare 
Form FmHA or its successor agency 
under Public Law 103–354 1940–10, 
‘‘Cancellation of U.S. Treasury Check 
and/or Obligation,’’ in an original and 
two copies (three copies if the tech-
nical and supervisory assistance (TSA) 
check has been received in the District 
Office from the Disbursing Office). 
Form FmHA or its successor agency 
under Public Law 103–354 1940–10 will be 
sent to the State Director (original and 
two copies with the check if the Treas-
ury check is being canceled) with the 
reasons for requesting cancellation. 

(b) If the State Director approves the 
request for cancellation, he/she will 
forward the original request for can-
cellation (original and one copy of 
Form FmHA or its successor agency 
under Public Law 103–354 1940–10 with 
the check if the Treasury check is 

being canceled) to the Finance Office. 
If the TSA check is received in the Dis-
trict Office, the District Director will 
return it to the Finance Office with an 
original and one copy of Form FmHA 
or its successor agency under Public 
Law 103–354 1940–10. 

(c) The District Director will notify 
the applicant of the cancellation and, 
unless the applicant requested the can-
cellation, its right to appeal in accord-
ance with the FmHA or its successor 
agency under Public Law 103–354 Ap-
peal Procedure contained in subpart B 
of part 1900 of this chapter. 

[44 FR 36891, June 22, 1979, as amended at 47 
FR 36415, Aug. 20, 1982] 

§ 1944.536 Grant closing. 

Closing is the process by which 
FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 determines that ap-
plicable administrative actions have 
been completed and the Grant Agree-
ment is signed. The Grant Agreement 
(Exhibit A) will be executed by the 
State Director at the time the Form 
FmHA or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 1940–1 and Grant 
Agreement is sent to the Grantee in ac-
cordance with § 1944.533 (f)(4). An exe-
cuted original of the Grant Agreement 
shall be sent to the District Director 
and one copy to the grantee. 

[44 FR 36891, June 22, 1979, as amended at 55 
FR 13504, April 11, 1990] 

§ 1944.537 [Reserved] 

§ 1944.538 Extending and revising 
grant agreements. 

(a) All requests extending the origi-
nal grant agreement or revising the 
TSA program must be in writing. Such 
requests will be processed through the 
District Director. Any such requests 
will be processed in accordance with 
the processing procedure specified in 
§ 1944.526 (b) and (c) of this subpart. The 
State Office will respond to the appli-
cant within 30 days of receipt of the re-
quest in the State Office. 

(b) An extension of a grant beyond 
the two year term may be granted by 
the State Director when: 

(1) There are grant funds remaining 
and the grantee requests an extension 
at the end of the grant period, 
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