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§ 3401.7 Evaluation and disposition of 
applications. 

(a) Evaluation. All proposals received 
from eligible applicants in accordance 
with eligible research problem or pro-
gram areas and deadlines established in 
the applicable request for proposals 
shall be evaluated by the Director 
through such officers, employees, and 
others as the Director determines are 
particularly qualified in the areas of 
research represented by particular 
projects. To assist in equitably and ob-
jectively evaluating proposals and to 
obtain the best possible balance of 
viewpoints, the Director may solicit 
the advice of peer scientists, ad hoc re-
viewers, or others who are recognized 
specialists in the research program 
areas covered by the applications re-
ceived. Specific evaluations will be 
based upon the criteria established in 
subpart B of this part, § 3401.17, unless 
NIFA determines that different criteria 
are necessary for the proper evaluation 
of proposals in one or more specific 
program areas, and announces such cri-
teria and their relative importance in 
the annual program solicitation. The 
overriding purpose of such evaluations 
is to provide information upon which 
the Director can make informed judg-
ments in selecting proposals for ulti-
mate support. Incomplete, unclear, or 
poorly organized applications will work 
to the detriment of applicants during 
the peer evaluation process. To ensure 
a comprehensive evaluation, all appli-
cations should be written with the care 
and thoroughness accorded papers for 
publication. 

(b) Disposition. On the basis of the Di-
rector’s evaluation of an application in 
accordance with paragraph (a) of this 
section, the Director will approve using 
currently available funds, defer support 
due to lack of funds or a need for fur-
ther evaluations, or disapprove support 
for the proposed project in whole or in 
part. With respect to approved 
projects, the Director will determine 
the project period (subject to extension 
as provided in § 3401.9(c)) during which 
the project may be supported. Any de-
ferral or disapproval of an application 
will not preclude its reconsideration or 
a reapplication during subsequent fis-
cal years. 

§ 3401.8 Grant awards. 

(a) General. Within the limit of funds 
available for such purpose, the award-
ing official shall make research project 
grants to those responsible, eligible ap-
plicants whose proposals are judged 
most meritorious in the announced 
program areas under the evaluation 
criteria and procedures set forth in this 
part. The date specified by the Director 
as the beginning of the project period 
shall be no later than September 30 of 
the Federal fiscal year in which the 
project is approved for support and 
funds are appropriated for such pur-
pose, unless otherwise permitted by 
law. All funds granted under this part 
shall be expended solely for the purpose 
for which the funds are granted in ac-
cordance with the approved application 
and budget, the regulations of this 
part, the terms and conditions of the 
award, the applicable Federal cost 
principles, and the Department’s ‘‘Uni-
form Federal Assistance Regulations’’ 
(parts 3015 and 3019 of this title). 

(b) Grant award document and notice of 
grant award—(1) Grant award documents. 
The grant award document shall in-
clude at a minimum the following: 

(i) Legal name and address of per-
forming organization or institution to 
whom the Director has awarded a 
rangeland research project grant under 
the terms of this part; 

(ii) Title of project; 
(iii) Name(s) and address(es) of prin-

cipal investigator(s) chosen to direct 
and control approved activities; 

(iv) Identifying grant number as-
signed by the Department; 

(v) Project period, which specifies 
how long the Department intends to 
support the effort without requiring re-
competition for funds; 

(vi) Total amount of Departmental 
financial assistance approved by the 
Director during the project period; 

(vii) Legal authority(ies) under which 
the research project grant is awarded 
to accomplish the purpose of the law; 

(viii) Approved budget plan for cat-
egorizing allocable project funds to ac-
complish the stated purpose of the re-
search project grant award; and 

(ix) Other information or provisions 
deemed necessary by the Department 
to carry out its granting activities or 
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to accomplish the purpose of a par-
ticular research project grant. 

(2) Notice of grant award. The notice 
of grant award, in the form of a letter, 
will be prepared and will provide perti-
nent instructions or information to the 
grantee that is not included in the 
grant award document. 

(c) Categories of grant instruments. The 
major categories of grant instruments 
by which the Department may provide 
support are as follows: 

(1) Standard grant. This is a grant in-
strument by which the Department 
agrees to support a specified level of 
research effort for a predetermined 
project period without the announced 
intention of providing additional sup-
port at a future date. This type of re-
search project grant is approved on the 
basis of peer review and recommenda-
tion and is funded for the entire project 
period at the time of award. 

(2) Renewal grant. This is a document 
by which the Department agrees to 
provide additional funding under a 
standard grant as specified in para-
graph (c)(1) of this section for a project 
period beyond that approved in an 
original or amended award, provided 
that the cumulative period does not ex-
ceed the statutory limitation. When a 
renewal application is submitted, it 
should include a summary of progress 
to date under the previous grant in-
strument. Such a renewal shall be 
based upon new application, de novo 
peer review and staff evaluation, new 
recommendation and approval, and a 
new award instrument. 

(3) Continuation grant. This is a grant 
instrument by which the Department 
agrees to support a specified level of ef-
fort for a predetermined period of time 
with a statement of intention to pro-
vide additional support at a future 
date, provided that performance has 
been satisfactory, appropriations are 
available for this purpose, and contin-
ued support would be in the best inter-
ests of the Federal government and the 
public. It involves a long-term research 
project that is considered by peer re-
viewers and Departmental officers to 
have an unusually high degree of sci-
entific merit, the results of which are 
expected to have a significant impact 
on the productivity of the Nation’s 
rangelands, and it supports the efforts 

of experienced scientists with records 
of outstanding research accomplish-
ments. This kind of document nor-
mally will be awarded for an initial 
one-year period and any subsequent 
continuation research project grants 
also will be awarded in one-year incre-
ments, but in no case may the cumu-
lative period of the project exceed the 
statutory limit. The award of a con-
tinuation research project grant to 
fund an initial or succeeding budget pe-
riod does not constitute an obligation 
to fund any subsequent budget period. 
A grantee must submit a separate ap-
plication for continued support for 
each subsequent fiscal year. Requests 
for such continued support must be 
submitted in duplicate at least three 
months prior to the expiration date of 
the budget period currently being fund-
ed. Such requests must include: an in-
terim progress report detailing all 
work performed to date; an Application 
for Funding; a proposed budget for the 
enuring period, including an estimate 
of funds anticipated to remain unobli-
gated at the end of the current budget 
period; and current information regard-
ing other extramural support for senior 
personnel. Decisions regarding contin-
ued support and the actual funding lev-
els of such support in future years usu-
ally will be made administratively 
after consideration of such factors as 
the grantee’s progress and manage-
ment practices and within the context 
of available funds. Since initial peer re-
views were based upon the full term 
and scope of the original rangeland re-
search application for funding, addi-
tional evaluations of this type gen-
erally are not required prior to succes-
sive years’ support. However, in un-
usual cases (e.g., when the nature of 
the project or key personnel change or 
when the amount of future support re-
quested substantially exceeds the ap-
plication for funding originally re-
viewed and approved), additional re-
views may be required prior to ap-
proval of continued funding. 

(4) Supplemental grant. This is an in-
strument by which the Department 
agrees to provide small amounts of ad-
ditional funding under a standard, re-
newal, or continuation grant as speci-
fied in paragraphs (c)(1), (c)(2), and 
(c)(3) of this section and may involve a 
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short-term (usually six months or less) 
extension of the project period beyond 
that approved in an original or amend-
ed award, but in no case may the cu-
mulative period of the project, includ-
ing short term extensions, exceed the 
statutory time limitation. A supple-
ment is awarded only if required to as-
sure adequate completion of the origi-
nal scope of work and if there is suffi-
cient justification of need to warrant 
such action. A request of this nature 
normally does not require additional 
peer review. 

(d) Obligation of the Federal govern-
ment. Neither the approval of any ap-
plication nor the award of any research 
project grant shall commit or obligate 
the United States in any way to make 
any renewal, supplemental, continu-
ation, or other award with respect to 
any approved application or portion of 
an approved application. 

§ 3401.9 Use of funds; changes. 
(a) Delegation of fiscal responsibility. 

The grantee may not delegate or trans-
fer in whole or in part, to another per-
son, institution, or organization the re-
sponsibility for use or expenditure of 
grant funds. 

(b) Change in project plans. (1) The 
permissible changes by the grantee, 
principal investigator(s), or other key 
project personnel in the approved re-
search project grant shall be limited to 
changes in methodology, techniques, or 
other aspects of the project to expedite 
achievement of the projects’ approved 
goals. If the grantee or the principal 
investigator(s) is uncertain as to 
whether a change complies with this 
provision, the question shall be re-
ferred to the Director for a final deter-
mination. 

(2) Changes in approved goals, or ob-
jectives, shall be requested by the 
grantee and approved in writing by the 
Department prior to effecting such 
changes. In no event shall requests for 
such changes be approved which are 
outside the scope of the original ap-
proved project. 

(3) Changes in approved project lead-
ership or the replacement or reassign-
ment of other key project personnel 
shall be requested by the grantee and 
approved in writing by the Department 
prior to effecting such changes. 

(4) Transfers of actual performance of 
the substantive programmatic work in 
whole or in part and provisions for pay-
ment of funds, whether or not Federal 
funds are involved, shall be requested 
by the grantee and approved in writing 
by the Department prior to effecting 
such changes, except as may be allowed 
in the terms and conditions of a grant 
award. 

(c) Changes in project period. The 
project period determined pursuant to 
§ 3401.7(b) may be extended by the Di-
rector without additional financial 
support, for such additional period(s) 
as the Director determines may be nec-
essary to complete, or fulfill the pur-
poses of, an approved project. Any ex-
tension, when combined with the origi-
nally approved or amended project pe-
riod, shall be conditioned upon prior 
request by the grantee and approval in 
writing by the Department, unless pre-
scribed otherwise in the terms and con-
ditions of a grant award. 

(d) Changes in approved budget. The 
terms and conditions of a grant will 
prescribe circumstances under which 
written Departmental approval will be 
requested and obtained prior to insti-
tuting changes in an approved budget. 

§ 3401.10 Other Federal statutes and 
regulations that apply. 

Several other Federal statutes and/or 
regulations apply to grant proposals 
considered for review or to research 
project grants awarded under this part. 
These include but are not limited to: 

7 CFR Part 1c—USDA implementation of the 
Federal Policy for the Protection of 
Human Subjects; 

7 CFR Part 1.1—USDA implementation of 
Freedom of Information Act: 

7 CFR Part 3—USDA implementation of 
OMB Circular A–129 regarding debt collec-
tion; 

7 CFR Part 15, Subpart A—USDA implemen-
tation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964; 

7 CFR Part 3015—USDA Uniform Federal As-
sistance Regulations, implementing OMB 
directives (i.e., Circular Nos. A–110, A–21, 
and A–122) and incorporating provisions of 
31 U.S.C. 6301–6308 (formerly, the Federal 
Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 
1977), as well as general policy require-
ments applicable to recipients of Depart-
mental financial assistance; 

7 CFR Part 3017, as amended—USDA imple-
mentation of Governmentwide Debarment 
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