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(c) Participation by other farmers and 
ranchers. Projects may allow farmers 
and ranchers who are not beginning 
farmers and ranchers to participate in 
the programs funded under this subpart 
if their participation is appropriate and 
will not detract from the primary pur-
pose of educating beginning farmers 
and ranchers as defined under this sub-
part. 

§ 3430.606 Matching requirements. 
(a) Requirement. Awardees are re-

quired to provide a match in the form 
of cash or in-kind contributions in an 
amount at least equal to 25 percent of 
the Federal funds provided by the 
award. The matching funds must be 
from non-Federal sources except when 
authorized by statute. The matching 
requirements under this subpart can-
not be waived. 

(b) Indirect costs. Use of indirect costs 
as in-kind matching contributions is 
subject to § 3430.52. 

§ 3430.607 Stakeholder input. 
NIFA shall seek and obtain stake-

holder input through a variety of fo-
rums (e.g., public meetings, request for 
input and/or via Web site), as well as 
through a notice in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, from the following entities: 

(a) Beginning farmers and ranchers. 
(b) National, State, tribal, and local 

organizations, community-based orga-
nizations, and other persons with ex-
pertise in operating beginning farmer 
and rancher programs. 

(c) The Advisory Committee on Be-
ginning Farmers and Ranchers estab-
lished under section 5 of the Agricul-
tural Credit Improvement Act of 1992 (7 
U.S.C. 1929 note; Pub. L. 102–554). 

§ 3430.608 Review criteria. 
(a) Evaluation criteria. NIFA shall 

evaluate project proposals according to 
the following factors: 

(1) Relevancy. 
(2) Technical merit. 
(3) Achievability. 
(4) The expertise and track record of 

one or more applicants. 
(5) The adequacy of plans for the 

participatory evaluation process, out-
come-based reporting, and the commu-
nication of findings and results beyond 
the immediate target audience. 

(6) Other appropriate factors, as de-
termined by the Secretary. 

(b) Partnership and collaboration. In 
making awards under this subpart, 
NIFA shall give priority to partner-
ships and collaborations that are led by 
or include nongovernmental and com-
munity-based organizations with ex-
pertise in new agricultural producer 
training and outreach. 

(c) Regional balance. In making 
awards under this subpart, NIFA shall, 
to the maximum extent practicable, 
ensure geographical diversity. 

§ 3430.609 Other considerations. 

(a) Set aside. Each fiscal year, NIFA 
shall set aside at least 25 percent of the 
funds used to support the standard 
BFRDP projects under this subpart to 
support programs and services that ad-
dress the needs of the following groups: 

(1) Limited resource beginning farm-
ers or ranchers (as defined in § 3430.602). 

(2) Socially disadvantaged beginning 
farmers or ranchers (as defined in sec-
tion 355(e) of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
2003(e)). 

(3) Farm workers (including immi-
grant farm workers) desiring to become 
farmers or ranchers. 

(b) Consecutive awards. An eligible re-
cipient may receive a consecutive 
grant for a standard BFRDP project 
under this subpart. 

(c) Duration of awards. The term of a 
grant for a standard BFRDP project 
and an award for an educational en-
hancement team project under this 
subpart shall not exceed 3 years. 
Awards for all other projects under this 
subpart shall not exceed 5 years. No- 
cost extensions of time beyond the 
maximum award terms will not be con-
sidered or granted. 

(d) Amount of grants. A grant for a 
standard BFRDP project and an award 
for an educational enhancement team 
project under this subpart shall not be 
in an amount that is more than $250,000 
for each year. 

[74 FR 45970, Sept. 4, 2009, as amended at 76 
FR 35323, June 17, 2011] 
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