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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 28.525 

§ 28.522 Explanatory terms. 
(a) The term preparation is used to 

describe the degree of smoothness or 
roughness of the ginned lint. Normal 
preparation for any color grade of 
American Pima cotton for which there 
is a physical color standard shall be 
that found in the physical color stand-
ard. If the preparation is other than 
normal, it shall be entered on the clas-
sification record. 

(b) Explanatory terms considered 
necessary to adequately describe the 
presence of preparation, spindle twist, 
and extraneous matter such as bark, 
grass, seed coat fragments, oil, etc. in 
the sample, shall be part of the classi-
fication record. 

[65 FR 36601, June 9, 2000] 

SYMBOLS AND CODE NUMBERS USED IN 
RECORDING COTTON CLASSIFICATION 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 28.525 issued under Sec. 10, 
42 Stat. 1519 (7 U.S.C. 61). Interpret or apply 
Sec. 6, 42 Stat. 1518, as amended (7 U.S.C. 56). 

§ 28.525 Symbols and code numbers. 
For administrative convenience, the 

symbols and code numbers prescribed 
in this section may be used in lieu of 
cotton grade names and staple length 
designations in inches. 

(a) Symbols and Code numbers used for 
Color Grades of American Upland Cotton. 

Color grade Symbol Code 
No. 

Good Middling ........................ GM 11 
Strict Middling ........................ SM 21 
Middling .................................. Mid 31 
Strict Low Middling ................. SLM 41 
Low Middling .......................... LM 51 
Strict Good Ordinary .............. SGO 61 
Good Ordinary ....................... GO 71 
Good Middling Light Spotted GM Lt SP 12 
Strict Middling Light Spotted .. SM Lt Sp 22 
Middling Light Spotted ........... Mid Lt Sp 32 
Strict Low Middling Light 

Spotted.
SLM Lt Sp 42 

Low Middling Light Spotted ... LM Lt Sp 52 
Stict Good Ordinary Light 

Spotted.
SGO Lt Sp 62 

Good Middling Spotted .......... GM Sp 13 
Strict Middling Spotted ........... SM Sp 23 
Middling Spotted .................... Mid Sp 33 
Strict Low Middling Spotted ... SLM Sp 43 
Low Middling Spotted ............ LM Sp 53 
Strict Good Ordinary Spotted SGO Sp 63 
Strict Middling Tinged ............ SM Tg 24 
Middling Tinged ...................... Mid Tg 34 
Strict Low Middling Tinged .... SLM Tg 44 
Low Middling Tinged .............. LM Tg 54 
Strict Middling Yellow Stained SM YS 25 
Middling Yellow Stained ......... Mid YS 35 

Color grade Symbol Code 
No. 

Below Grade—(Below Good 
Ordinary).

BG 81 

Below Grade—(Below Strict 
Good Ordinary Light Spot-
ted).

BG 82 

Below Grade—(Below Strict 
Good Ordinary Spotted).

BG 83 

Below Grade—(Below Low 
Middling Tinged).

BG 84 

Below Grade—(Below Mid-
dling Yellow Stained).

BG 85 

(b) Symbols and Code Numbers used for 
Leaf Grades of American Upland Cotton. 

Leaf grade Sym-
bol 

Code 
No. 

Leaf Grade 1 ................................................. LG1 1 
Leaf Grade 2 ................................................. LG2 2 
Leaf Grade 3 ................................................. LG3 3 
Leaf Grade 4 ................................................. LG4 4 
Leaf Grade 5 ................................................. LG5 5 
Leaf Grade 6 ................................................. LG6 6 
Leaf Grade 7 ................................................. LG7 7 
Below Leaf Grade ......................................... BLG 8 

(c) Symbols and Code Numbers for 
Color Grades of American Pima Cot-
ton. 

Full grade name Symbol 
Code No. 

Color Grade No. 1 ................................ AP C1 01 
Color Grade No. 2 ................................ AP C2 02 
Color Grade No. 3 ................................ AP C3 03 
Color Grade No. 4 ................................ AP C4 04 
Color Grade No. 5 ................................ AP C5 05 
Color Grade No. 6 ................................ AP C6 06 
Color Grade No. 7 ................................ AP C7 07 

(d) Symbols and Code Numbers for 
Leaf Grades of American Pima Cotton. 

Full grade name Symbol 
Code No. 

Leaf Grade No. 1 .................................. AP L1 1 
Leaf Grade No. 2 .................................. AP L2 2 
Leaf Grade No. 3 .................................. AP L3 3 
Leaf Grade No. 4 .................................. AP L4 4 
Leaf Grade No. 5 .................................. AP L5 5 
Leaf Grade No. 6 .................................. AP L6 6 
Leaf Grade No. 7 .................................. AP L7 7 

(e) Code numbers for Length of Staple 
Designations. 

Length of staple—inches Code 
No. 

Below 13⁄16 ................................................................. 24 
13⁄16 ............................................................................ 26 
7⁄8 ............................................................................... 28 
29⁄32 ............................................................................ 29 
15⁄16 ............................................................................ 30 
31⁄32 ............................................................................ 31 
1 ................................................................................. 32 
11⁄32 ............................................................................ 33 
11⁄16 ............................................................................ 34 
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