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handlers, and one member shall rep-
resent the public. For each member
there shall be two alternates, des-
ignated as the ‘‘first alternate’ and the
‘“‘second alternate,” respectively. Each
district shall be represented by one
grower member and one handler mem-
ber, except that the Mid-Columbia Dis-
trict and the Wenatchee District shall
be represented by two grower members
and two handler members.

(b) A Processed Pear Committee con-
sisting of 10 members is established to
administer order provisions relating to
the handling of pears for processing.
Three members of the Processed Pear
Committee shall be growers, three
members shall be handlers, three mem-
bers shall be processors, and one mem-
ber shall represent the public. For each
member there shall be two alternates,
designated as the ‘‘first alternate’ and
the ‘‘second alternate,” respectively.
District 1, the State of Washington,
shall be represented by two grower
members, two handler members and
two processor members. District 2, the
State of Oregon, shall be represented
by one grower member, one handler
member and one processor member.

(c) The Secretary, upon recommenda-
tion of the Fresh Pear Committee or
the Processed Pear Committee may re-
apportion members among districts,
may change the number of members
and alternates, and may change the
composition by changing the ratio of
members, including their alternates. In
recommending any such changes, the
following shall be considered:

(1) Shifts in pear acreage within dis-
tricts and within the production area
during recent years;

(2) The importance of new pear pro-
duction in its relation to existing dis-
tricts;

(3) The equitable relationship be-
tween membership and districts;

(4) Economies to result for growers in
promoting efficient administration due
to redistricting or reapportionment of
members within districts; and

(5) Other relevant factors.

§927.21 Nomination and selection of
members and their respective alter-
nates.

Grower members and their respective
alternates for each district shall be se-

§927.23

lected by the Secretary from nominees
elected by the growers in such district.
Handler members and their respective
alternates for each district shall be se-
lected by the Secretary from nominees
elected by the handlers in such dis-
trict. Processor members and their re-
spective alternates shall be selected by
the Secretary from nominees elected
by the processors. Public members for
each committee shall be nominated by
the Fresh Pear Committee and the
Processed Pear Committee, each inde-
pendently, and selected by the Sec-
retary. The Fresh Pear Committee and
the Processed Pear Committee may,
each independently, prescribe such ad-
ditional qualifications, administrative
rules and procedures for selection for
each candidate as it deems necessary
and as the Secretary approves.

§927.22 Meetings for election of nomi-
nees.

(a) Nominations for members of the
Fresh Pear Committee and their alter-
nates shall be made at meetings of
growers and handlers held in each of
the districts designated in §927.11 at
such times and places designated by
the Fresh Pear Committee.

(b) Nominations for grower and han-
dler members of the Processed Pear
Committee and their alternates shall
be made at meetings of growers and
handlers held in each of the districts
designated in §927.11 at such times and
places designated by the Processed
Pear Committee. Nominations for
processor members of the Processed
Pear Committee and their alternates
shall be made at a meeting of proc-
essors at such time and place des-
ignated by the Processed Pear Com-
mittee.

§927.28 Voting.

Only growers in attendance at meet-
ings for election of nominees shall par-
ticipate in the nomination of grower
members and their alternates, and only
handlers in attendance at meetings for
election of nominees shall participate
in the nomination of handler members
and their alternates, and only proc-
essors in attendance for election of
nominees shall participate in the nomi-
nation of processor members and their
alternates. A grower may participate

181



§927.24

only in the election held in the district
in which he or she produces pears, and
a handler may participate only in the
election held in the district in which he
or she handles pears. Each person may
vote as a grower, handler or processor,
but not a combination thereof. Each
grower, handler and processor shall be
entitled to cast one vote, on behalf of
himself, his agents, partners, affiliates,
subsidiaries, and representatives, for
each nominee to be elected.

§927.24 Eligibility for membership.

Each grower member and each of his
or her alternates shall be a grower, or
an officer or employee of a corporate or
LLC grower, who grows pears in the
district in which and for which he or
she is nominated and selected. Each
handler member and each of his or her
alternates shall be a handler, or an of-
ficer or employee of a handler, han-
dling pears in the district in and for
which he or she is nominated and se-
lected. Each processor member and
each of their alternates shall be a proc-
essor, or an officer or employee of a
processor, who processes pears in the
production area.

§927.25 Failure to nominate.

In the event nominations are not
made pursuant to §§927.21 and 927.22 on
or before June 1 of any year, the Sec-
retary may select members and alter-
nates for members without regard to
nominations.

§927.26 Qualifications.

Any person prior to or within 15 days
after selection as a member or as an al-
ternate for a member of the Fresh Pear
Committee or the Processed Pear Com-
mittee shall qualify by filing with the
Secretary a written acceptance of the
person’s willingness to serve.

§927.27 Term of office.

The term of office of each member
and alternate member of the Fresh
Pear Committee and the Processed
Pear Committee shall be for two years
beginning July 1 and ending June 30:
Provided, That the terms of office of
one-half the initial members and alter-
nates shall end June 30, 2006; and that
beginning with the 2005-2006 fiscal pe-
riod, no member shall serve more than
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three consecutive two-year terms un-
less specifically exempted by the Sec-
retary. Members and alternate mem-
bers shall serve in such capacities for
the portion of the term of office for
which they are selected and have quali-
fied and until their respective succes-
sors are selected and have qualified.
The terms of office of successor mem-
bers and alternates shall be so deter-
mined that one-half of the total com-
mittee membership ends each June 30.

§927.28 Alternates for members.

The first alternate for a member
shall act in the place and stead of the
member for whom he or she is an alter-
nate during such member’s absence. In
the event of the death, removal, res-
ignation, or disqualification of a mem-
ber, his or her first alternate shall act
as a member until a successor for the
member is selected and has qualified.
The second alternate for a member
shall serve in the place and stead of the
member for whom he or she is an alter-
nate whenever both the member and
his or her first alternate are unable to
serve. In the event that a member of
the Fresh Pear Committee or the Proc-
essed Pear Committee and both that
member’s alternates are unable to at-
tend a meeting, the member may des-
ignate any other alternate member
from the same group (handler, proc-
essor, or grower) to serve in that mem-
ber’s place and stead.

§927.29 Vacancies.

To fill any vacancy occasioned by the
failure of any person selected as a
member or as an alternate for a mem-
ber of the Fresh Pear Committee or the
Processed Pear Committee to qualify,
or in the event of death, removal, res-
ignation, or disqualification of any
qualified member or qualified alternate
for a member, a successor for his or her
unexpired term shall be nominated and
selected in the manner set forth in
§§927.20 to 927.35. If nominations to fill
any such vacancy are not made within
20 days after such vacancy occurs, the
Secretary may fill such vacancy with-
out regard to nominations.
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