
385 

Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 956.64 

amendments thereto, in order to facili-
tate the handling of Walla Walla Sweet 
Onions for the purposes authorized in 
§ 956.63. The committee may also rec-
ommend amendment, modification, 
termination, or suspension of any regu-
lation issued under this part. 

§ 956.62 Issuance of regulations. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in 
this part, the Secretary shall limit the 
shipment of Walla Walla Sweet Onions 
by any one or more of the methods 
hereinafter set forth whenever the Sec-
retary finds from the recommendations 
and information submitted by the com-
mittee, or from other available infor-
mation, that such regulation would 
tend to effectuate the declared policy 
of the Act. Such limitation may: 

(1) Regulate in any or all portions of 
the production area, the handling of 
particular grades, sizes, qualities, or 
maturities of any or all varieties of 
Walla Walla Sweet Onions, or combina-
tions thereof, during any period or pe-
riods; 

(2) Regulate the handling of par-
ticular grades, sizes, qualities, or ma-
turities of Walla Walla Sweet Onions 
differently, for different varieties or 
packs, or for any combination of the 
foregoing, during any period or periods; 

(3) Provide a method, through rules 
and regulations issued pursuant to this 
part, for fixing the size, capacity, 
weight, dimensions, markings or pack 
of the container or containers, which 
may be used in the packaging or han-
dling of Walla Walla Sweet Onions, in-
cluding appropriate logo or other con-
tainer markings to identify the con-
tents thereof; 

(4) Regulate the handling of Walla 
Walla Sweet Onions by establishing, in 
terms of grades, sizes, or both, min-
imum standards of quality and matu-
rity. 

(b) The Secretary may amend any 
regulation issued under this part when-
ever the Secretary finds that such 
amendment would tend to effectuate 
the declared policy of the Act. The Sec-
retary may also terminate or suspend 
any regulation or amendment thereof 
whenever the Secretary finds that such 
regulation or amendment obstructs or 

no longer tends to effectuate the de-
clared policy of the Act. 

[64 FR 4933, Feb. 1, 1999] 

§ 956.63 Handling for specified pur-
poses. 

Upon the basis of recommendations 
and information submitted by the com-
mittee, or other available information, 
the Secretary may issue special regula-
tions, or modify, suspend, or terminate 
requirements in effect pursuant to 
§§ 956.42 and 956.62 or any combination 
thereof, in order to facilitate the han-
dling of onions for the following pur-
poses: 

(a) Shipments of Walla Walla Sweet 
Onions for relief or to charitable insti-
tutions; 

(b) Shipments of Walla Walla Sweet 
Onions for livestock feed; 

(c) Shipments of Walla Walla Sweet 
Onions for planting and for plants; 

(d) Shipments of Walla Walla Sweet 
Onions as salad onions; 

(e) Shipments of Walla Walla Sweet 
Onions for all processing uses includ-
ing, pickling, peeling, dehydration, 
juicing, or other processing; 

(f) Shipments of Walla Walla Sweet 
Onions for disposal; 

(g) Shipments of Walla Walla Sweet 
Onions for seed; 

(h) Shipments of Walla Walla Sweet 
Onions for packing or storing within 
the production area or outside the pro-
duction area, but within specified loca-
tions in the States of Oregon and 
Washington; and 

(i) Shipments of Walla Walla Sweet 
Onions for other purposes which may 
be specified. 

§ 956.64 Minimum quantities. 
During any period in which ship-

ments of Walla Walla Sweet Onions are 
regulated pursuant to this part, each 
handler may handle up to, but not to 
exceed, 2,000 pounds of Walla Walla 
Sweet Onions per shipment without re-
gard to the inspection requirements of 
this part: Provided, That such Walla 
Walla Sweet Onion shipments meet the 
minimum requirements in effect at the 
time of the shipment pursuant to 
§ 956.62. The committee, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary, may rec-
ommend modifications to this section 
and the establishment of such other 
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minimum quantities below which 
Walla Walla Sweet Onion shipments 
will be free from the requirements in, 
or pursuant to, §§ 956.42, 956.62, 956.63, 
and 956.70, or any combination thereof. 

[64 FR 4934, Feb. 1, 1999] 

§ 956.65 Notification of regulations. 
The Secretary shall notify the com-

mittee of each regulation issued and of 
each amendment, modification, suspen-
sion, or termination thereof. The com-
mittee shall give reasonable notice 
thereof to handlers. 

§ 956.66 Safeguards. 
(a) The committee, with the approval 

of the Secretary, may prescribe ade-
quate safeguards to prevent Walla 
Walla Sweet Onions shipped, pursuant 
to §§ 956.63 and 956.64, from entering 
channels of trade for other than the 
purpose authorized therefor. 

(b) The committee, with the approval 
of the Secretary, may also prescribe 
rules and regulations governing the 
issuance, and the contents, of Certifi-
cates of Privilege, if such certificates 
are prescribed as safeguards by the 
committee. Such safeguards may in-
clude requirements that: 

(1) Handlers shall first file applica-
tions with the committee to ship such 
Walla Walla Sweet Onions. 

(2) Handlers shall pay the pro rata 
share of expenses provided by § 956.42 in 
connection with such Walla Walla 
Sweet Onions. 

(3) Handlers shall obtain Certificates 
of Privilege from the committee prior 
to effecting the particular onion ship-
ment. 

(c) The committee may rescind any 
Certificate of Privilege, or refuse to 
issue any Certificate of Privilege, to 
any handler if proof is obtained that 
Walla Walla Sweet Onions shipped by 
the handler for the purposes stated in 
the Certificate of Privilege were han-
dled contrary to the provisions of this 
part. 

(d) The Secretary shall have the 
right to modify, change, alter, or re-
scind any safeguards prescribed and 
any certificates issued by the com-
mittee pursuant to the provisions of 
this section. 

(e) The committee shall make re-
ports to the Secretary as requested, 

showing the number of applications for 
such certificates, the quantity of Walla 
Walla Sweet Onions covered by such 
applications, the number of such appli-
cations denied and certificates granted, 
the quantity of Walla Walla Sweet On-
ions handled under duly issued certifi-
cates, and such other information as 
may be requested. 

INSPECTION 

§ 956.70 Inspection and certification. 
(a) During any period in which ship-

ments of Walla Walla Sweet Onions are 
regulated pursuant to this subpart, no 
handler shall handle Walla Walla 
Sweet Onions unless such onions are 
inspected by an authorized representa-
tive of the Federal-State Inspection 
Service, or such other inspection serv-
ice as the Secretary shall designate 
and are covered by a valid inspection 
certificate, except when relieved from 
such requirements pursuant to § 956.63 
or § 956.64, or both. Upon recommenda-
tion of the committee, with approval of 
the Secretary, inspection providers and 
certification requirements may be 
modified to facilitate the handling of 
Walla Walla Sweet Onions. 

(b) Regrading, resorting, or repack-
ing any lot of Walla Walla Sweet On-
ions shall invalidate prior inspection 
certificates insofar as the requirements 
of this section are concerned. No han-
dler shall ship Walla Walla Sweet On-
ions after they have been regraded, re-
sorted, repacked, or in any other way 
further prepared for market, unless 
such onions are inspected by an au-
thorized representative of the Federal- 
State Inspection Service, or such other 
inspection service as the Secretary 
shall designate: Provided, That such in-
spection requirements on regraded, re-
sorted, or repacked Walla Walla Sweet 
Onions may be modified, suspended, or 
terminated under rules and regulations 
recommended by the committee, and 
approved by the Secretary. 

(c) Upon recommendation of the com-
mittee, and approval of the Secretary, 
all Walla Walla Sweet Onions that are 
required to be inspected and certified 
in accordance with this section shall be 
identified by appropriate seals, stamps, 
tags, or other identification to be fur-
nished by the committee and affixed to 
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