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7 CFR Ch. IX (1–1–14 Edition) § 993.501 

French prunes, 24⁄32 of an inch in diame-
ter; for non-French prunes, 30⁄32 of an 
inch in diameter. 

[67 FR 31722, May 10, 2002] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 30613, May 
27, 2005, § 993.409 was suspended indefinitely. 

Subpart—Pack Specification as to 
Size 

SOURCE: 26 FR 8281, Sept. 2, 1961, unless 
otherwise noted. 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 993.501 Consumer package of prunes. 
Consumer package of prunes means 

consumer package as defined in § 993.22. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 30613, May 
27, 2005, § 993.501 was suspended indefinitely. 

§ 993.502 Size count. 
Size count means the count or number 

of prunes per pound. 

§ 993.503 Size category. 
Size category means each of the size 

categories listed in § 993.515 and fixes 
the range or the limits of the various 
size counts. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 30613, May 
27, 2005, § 993.503 was suspended indefinitely. 

§ 993.504 In-line inspection. 
In-line inspection means inspection of 

prunes where samples are drawn from a 
flow of prunes prior to packaging. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 30613, May 
27, 2005, § 993.504 was suspended indefinitely. 

§ 993.505 Floor inspection. 
Floor inspection means inspection of 

prunes where samples are drawn from 
packaged prunes or from unpackaged 
prunes that are held in packing con-
tainers for later packaging. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 30613, May 
27, 2005, § 993.505 was suspended indefinitely. 

§ 993.506 Lot. 
Lot for the purposes of this subpart 

shall have the same meaning as defined 
in § 993.104(b) of the Subpart—Adminis-
trative Rules and Regulations. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 30613, May 
27, 2005, § 993.506 was suspended indefinitely. 

SPECIFICATIONS AS TO SIZE 

§ 993.515 Size categories. 
For the purpose of this part, the pack 

specifications prescribed for the pack-
ing of prunes in consumer packages 
shall, subject to the limitation pre-
scribed in § 993.516, be according to 
those commercially recognized size 
categories as are listed in paragraph (a) 
of this section by numerical designa-
tion or in paragraph (b) of this section 
by nomenclature designation. 

(a) Numerical designations. Each of the 
following is a numerical size category 
described by the range of the size 
counts of prunes per pounds included in 
the respective size categories expressed 
as follows or in an applicable equiva-
lent range expressed in the metric sys-
tem per 500 grams: 15/20, 15/22, 18/24, 20/ 
30, 25/35, 30/40, 35/45, 40/50, 50/60, 60/70, 70/ 
80, 75/85, 80/90, and 90/100. 

(b) Nomenclature designations. Each of 
the following is a nonmenclature size 
category: 

(1) Extra large; 
(2) Large; 
(3) Medium; and 
(4) Small, breakfast, petite, or econ-

omy. 
(c) Nomenclature designations defined. 

As used in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion: 

(1) Extra large means any size count 
which falls within the range of 25 to 40 
prunes, inclusive, per pound; 

(2) Large means any size count which 
falls within the range of 40 to 60 
prunes, inclusive, per pound; 

(3) Medium means any size count 
which falls within the range of 60 to 85 
prunes, inclusive, per pound; and 

(4) Small, breakfast, petite, or economy 
means any size count which falls with-
in the range of 85 to 100 prunes, inclu-
sive, per pound. 

[26 FR 8281, Sept. 2, 1961, as amended at 49 
FR 35930, Sept. 13, 1984] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 30613, May 
27, 2005, § 993.515 was suspended indefinitely. 

§ 993.516 Tolerances and limitations. 
With respect to in-line inspections 

and floor inspections, prunes in a par-
ticular lot shall, subject to the other 
applicable requirements of this section, 
be considered as being according to a 
particular size category prescribed in 
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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 993.601 

§ 993.515 if the average size count of the 
prunes in such lot falls within the 
range of the size counts specified for 
such size category, and the count per 
pound of 10 ounces of the smallest 
prunes in a sample of 100 ounces varies 
from the count per pound of 10 ounces 
of the largest prunes in such sample by 
no more than 45 points. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 30613, May 
27, 2005, § 993.516 was suspended indefinitely. 

LABELING 

§ 993.517 Identification. 

The size category of the prunes in 
any lot shall be clearly marked by the 
handler on each consumer package of 
such prunes, on the parts or panels of 
the package or label which are nor-
mally presented in retail display, in 
terms of the applicable numerical or 
nomenclature designation prescribed in 
§ 993.515, which designation shall not be 
lacking in prominence and conspicu-
ousness. Any handler may, at his op-
tion, clearly mark on such consumer 
package additional information de-
scribing in numerical terms the aver-
age size count, or particular range of 
size counts, of the prunes in such lot so 
long as such numerical terms fall with-
in the range of the size counts of the 
applicable numerical or nomenclature 
designation and do not tend to be de-
ceptive as to the actual average size 
count, or range of the size counts, of 
the prunes in such lot. Descriptive 
terms other than synonyms of the pre-
scribed nomenclature designation or 
words of like connotation, describing 
the style of pack, variety of prune, or 
other item of commercial significance 
may also be marked on the consumer 
package. Prunes in any lot of which 
the maximum size count is less than 25 
shall be clearly marked by the handler 
in terms of the applicable numerical 
designation prescribed in § 993.515(a); 
and the handler may use nomenclature 
terms descriptive of size other than the 
nomenclature designations prescribed 
in § 993.515(b). 

[26 FR 8281, Sept. 2, 1961, as amended at 46 
FR 38070, July 24, 1981] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 30613, May 
27, 2005, § 993.517 was suspended indefinitely. 

COMPLIANCE 

§ 993.518 Compliance. 
Whenever the season average price to 

producers for prunes is below the par-
ity level specified in section 2(1) of the 
act, no handler shall ship consumer 
packages of prunes unless such prunes 
are packed and labeled in accordance 
with the specifications prescribed in 
this subpart; and whether prices are 
above or below parity, no handler shall 
use the nomenclature designations in 
§ 993.515(b) to describe size categories 
other than those prescribed pursuant 
to § 993.515(c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 30613, May 
27, 2005, § 993.518 was suspended indefinitely. 

Subpart—Grade Regulations 
§ 993.601 More restrictive grade regu-

lation. 
(a) Incoming and outgoing regulation. 

Whenever the estimated season aver-
age price to producers for prunes does 
not exceed the parity level specified in 
section 2(1) of the act, the minimum 
standards which handlers’ receipts of 
natural condition prunes are required 
to meet pursuant to § 993.49(a) shall be 
the standards specified in §§ 993.49(a) 
and 993.97(I), and the minimum stand-
ards which handlers’ shipments or 
other final dispositions of prunes are 
required to meet pursuant to § 993.50(a) 
shall be the applicable standards set 
forth in § 993.97 Exhibit A; minimum 
standards, except that the following re-
vised tolerance allowances shall apply 
in lieu of the tolerance allowances pre-
scribed in paragraphs I C(2), II C(3), I 
C(5) and II C(6) of § 993.97 as follows: 

(1) The combined tolerance allowance 
for off-color, inferior meat condition, 
end cracks, fermentation, skin or flesh 
damage, scab, burned, mold, imbedded 
dirt, insect infestation, and decay shall 
not exceed fifteen percent (15%), except 
that the first eight percent (8%) of end 
cracks shall be given one-half value 
and any additional percentage of end 
cracks shall be given full value. 

(2) The combined tolerance allowance 
for mold, brown rot, imbedded dirt, in-
sect infestation, and decay shall not 
exceed five percent (5%), and, within 
such tolerance, brown rot shall not ex-
ceed three percent (3%). 
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