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local government, the accepting car-
rier or intermediate handler shall keep 
and maintain a copy of the health cer-
tification completed as required by 
§ 2.79, tendered with each live dog, cat, 
or nonhuman primate. 

§ 2.78 Health certification and identi-
fication. 

(a) No dealer, exhibitor, operator of 
an auction sale, broker, or department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States or of any State or local 
government shall deliver to any inter-
mediate handler or carrier for trans-
portation, in commerce, or shall trans-
port in commerce any dog, cat, or 
nonhuman primate unless the dog, cat, 
or nonhuman primate is accompanied 
by a health certificate executed and 
issued by a licensed veterinarian. The 
health certificate shall state that: 

(1) The licensed veterinarian in-
spected the dog, cat, or nonhuman pri-
mate on a specified date which shall 
not be more than 10 days prior to the 
delivery of the dog, cat, or nonhuman 
primate for transportation; and 

(2) when so inspected, the dog, cat, or 
nonhuman primate appeared to the li-
censed veterinarian to be free of any 
infectious disease or physical abnor-
mality which would endanger the ani-
mal(s) or other animals or endanger 
public health. 

(b) The Secretary may provide excep-
tions to the health certification re-
quirement on an individual basis for 
animals shipped to a research facility 
for purposes of research, testing, or ex-
perimentation when the research facil-
ity requires animals not eligible for 
certification. Requests should be ad-
dressed to the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service, Animal 
Care, 4700 River Road, Unit 84, River-
dale, Maryland 20737–1234. 

(c) No intermediate handler or car-
rier to whom any live dog, cat, or 
nonhuman primate is delivered for 
transportation by any dealer, research 
facility, exhibitor, broker, operator of 
an auction sale, or department, agency, 
or instrumentality of the United 
States or any State or local govern-
ment shall receive a live dog, cat, or 
nonhuman primate for transportation, 
in commerce, unless and until it is ac-
companied by a health certificate 

issued by a licensed veterinarian in ac-
cordance with paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, or an exemption issued by the 
Secretary in accordance with para-
graph (b) of this section. 

(d) The U.S. Interstate and Inter-
national Certificate of Health Exam-
ination for Small Animals (APHIS 
Form 7001) may be used for health cer-
tification by a licensed veterinarian as 
required by this section. 

[54 FR 36147, Aug. 31, 1989, as amended at 59 
FR 67612, Dec. 30, 1994; 60 FR 13896, Mar. 15, 
1995; 63 FR 62927, Nov. 10, 1998; 69 FR 42102, 
July 14, 2004] 

§ 2.79 C.O.D. shipments. 
(a) No carrier or intermediate han-

dler shall accept any animal for trans-
portation, in commerce, upon any 
C.O.D. or other basis where any money 
is to be paid and collected upon deliv-
ery of the animal to the consignee, un-
less the consignor guarantees in writ-
ing the payment of all transportation, 
including any return transportation, if 
the shipment is unclaimed or the con-
signee cannot be notified in accordance 
with paragraphs (b) and (c) of this sec-
tion, including reimbursing the carrier 
or intermediate handler for all out-of- 
pocket expenses incurred for the care, 
feeding, and storage or housing of the 
animal. 

(b) Any carrier or intermediate han-
dler receiving an animal at a destina-
tion on a C.O.D. or other basis any 
money is to be paid and collected upon 
delivery of the animal to the consignee 
shall attempt to notify the consignee 
at least once every 6 hours for a period 
of 24 hours after arrival of the animal 
at the animal holding area of the ter-
minal cargo facility. The carrier or in-
termediate handler shall record the 
time, date, and method of each at-
tempted notification and the final no-
tification to the consignee, and the 
name of the person notifying the con-
signee, on the shipping document and 
on the copy of the shipping document 
accompanying the C.O.D. shipment. If 
the consignee cannot be notified of the 
C.O.D. shipment within 24 hours after 
its arrival, the carrier or intermediate 
handler shall return the animal to the 
consignor, or to whomever the con-
signor has designated, on the next 
practical available transportation, in 
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