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§3.7

paragraphs (b)(1) and (c¢)(1) of this sec-
tion, but that provide the dogs or cats
with a sufficient volume of space and
the opportunity to express species-typ-
ical behavior, may be used at research
facilities when approved by the Com-
mittee, and by dealers and exhibitors
when approved by the Administrator.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0093)

[66 FR 6486, Feb. 15, 1991, as amended at 62
FR 43275, Aug. 13, 1997; 63 FR 3023, Jan. 21,
1998; 63 FR 37482, July 13, 1998]

ANIMAL HEALTH AND HUSBANDRY
STANDARDS

§8.7 Compatible grouping.

Dogs and cats that are housed in the
same primary enclosure must be com-
patible, with the following restrictions:

(a) Females in heat (estrus) may not
be housed in the same primary enclo-
sure with males, except for breeding
purposes;

(b) Any dog or cat exhibiting a vi-
cious or overly aggressive disposition
must be housed separately;

(c) Puppies or Kkittens 4 months of
age or less may not be housed in the
same primary enclosure with adult
dogs or cats other than their dams or
foster dams, except when permanently
maintained in breeding colonies;

(d) Dogs or cats may not be housed in
the same primary enclosure with any
other species of animals, unless they
are compatible; and

(e) Dogs and cats that have or are
suspected of having a contagious dis-
ease must be isolated from healthy ani-
mals in the colony, as directed by the
attending veterinarian. When an entire
group or room of dogs and cats is
known to have or believed to be ex-
posed to an infectious agent, the group
may be kept intact during the process
of diagnosis, treatment, and control.

§3.8 Exercise for dogs.

Dealers, exhibitors, and research fa-
cilities must develop, document, and
follow an appropriate plan to provide
dogs with the opportunity for exercise.
In addition, the plan must be approved
by the attending veterinarian. The
plan must include written standard
procedures to be followed in providing
the opportunity for exercise. The plan
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must be made available to APHIS upon
request, and, in the case of research fa-
cilities, to officials of any pertinent
funding Federal agency. The plan, at a
minimum, must comply with each of
the following:

(a) Dogs housed individually. Dogs
over 12 weeks of age, except bitches
with litters, housed, held, or main-
tained by any dealer, exhibitor, or re-
search facility, including Federal re-
search facilities, must be provided the
opportunity for exercise regularly if
they are kept individually in cages,
pens, or runs that provide less than two
times the required floor space for that
dog, as indicated by §3.6(c)(1) of this
subpart.

(b) Dogs housed in groups. Dogs over
12 weeks of age housed, held, or main-
tained in groups by any dealer, exhibi-
tor, or research facility, including Fed-
eral research facilities, do not require
additional opportunity for exercise reg-
ularly if they are maintained in cages,
pens, or runs that provide in total at
least 100 percent of the required space
for each dog if maintained separately.
Such animals may be maintained in
compatible groups, unless:

(1) Housing in compatible groups is
not in accordance with a research pro-
posal and the proposal has been ap-
proved by the research facility Com-
mittee;

(2) In the opinion of the attending
veterinarian, such housing would ad-
versely affect the health or well-being
of the dog(s); or

(3) Any dog exhibits aggressive or vi-
cious behavior.

(c) Methods and period of providing ex-
ercise opportunity. (1) The frequency,
method, and duration of the oppor-
tunity for exercise shall be determined
by the attending veterinarian and, at
research facilities, in consultation with
and approval by the Committee.

(2) Dealers, exhibitors, and research
facilities, in developing their plan,
should consider providing positive
physical contact with humans that en-
courages exercise through play or
other similar activities. If a dog is
housed, held, or maintained at a facil-
ity without sensory contact with an-
other dog, it must be provided with
positive physical contact with humans
at least daily.
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