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Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 93.304 Import permits for horses 
from regions affected with CEM 
and for horse specimens for diag-
nostic purposes; reservation fees 
for space at quarantine facilities 
maintained by APHIS. 

(a) Application for permit; reservation 
required. (1)(i) For horses from regions 
listed in § 93.301(c)(1) of the regulations, 
horses intended for quarantine at a pri-
vately owned quarantine facility, and 
horse test specimens for diagnostic 
screening purposes, intended for impor-
tation from any part of the world, ex-
cept as otherwise provided for in 
§§ 93.315, 93.319, and 93.321, the importer 
shall first apply for and obtain from 
APHIS an import permit. The applica-
tion shall specify the name and address 
of the importer; the species, breed, 
number or quantity of horses or horse 
test specimens to be imported; the pur-
pose of the importation; individual 
horse identification which includes a 
description of the horse, name, age, 
markings, if any, registration number, 
if any, and tattoo or eartag; the region 
of origin; the name and address of the 
exporter; the port of embarkation in 
the foreign region; the mode of trans-
portation, route of travel, and the port 
of entry in the United States; the pro-
posed date of arrival of the horses or 
horse test specimens to be imported; 
and the name of the person to whom 
the horses or horse test specimens will 
be delivered and the location of the 
place in the United States to which de-
livery will be made from the port of 
entry. Additional information may be 
required in the form of certificates 
concerning specific diseases to which 
the horses are susceptible, as well as 
vaccinations or other precautionary 
treatments to which the horses or 
horse test specimens have been sub-
jected. Notice of any such require-
ments will be given to the applicant in 
each case. 

(ii) Horses intended for importation 
under § 93.301(f)(1) of this part must 
meet the permit requirements of para-
graph (a)(1)(i) of this section. Addition-
ally, for horses intended for importa-
tion under § 93.301(f)(1) of this part, the 
horse’s owner or importer must include 
the following information with the ap-

plication for permit that is required by 
paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section: 

(A) That the application is being 
made for a horse that will remain in 
the United States for no more than 90 
days; 

(B) The names, dates, and locations 
of the events in which the horse will 
compete while in the United States; 

(C) The names and locations of the 
premises on which the horse will be 
kept while in the United States, and 
the dates the horse will be kept on 
each premises; and 

(D) The methods and routes by which 
the horse will be transported while in 
the United States. 

(iii) Horses intended for importation 
under § 93.301(f)(2) must meet the per-
mit requirements of paragraph (a)(1)(i) 
of this section. Additionally, for horses 
intended for importation under 
§ 93.301(f)(2), the horse’s owner or im-
porter must include the following in-
formation with the application for per-
mit that is required by paragraph 
(a)(1)(i) of this section: 

(A) The individual identifying infor-
mation required in paragraph (a)(1)(i) 
of this section for all horses to be im-
ported. 

(B) The permanent electronic identi-
fication of each horse to be imported, if 
applicable. In the event that a horse 
has permanent electronic identifica-
tion, the horse must be accompanied 
by a compatible reader. 

(C) Photographs (head and lateral 
views) that are sufficient to identify 
each horse on an electronic medium 
approved by APHIS. 

(D) The proposed total length of stay 
in the United States. 

(E) A description of the shows or 
events in which the horse will perform 
while in the United States. 

(F) The names, dates, and locations 
of the venues in which the horse will 
perform while in the United States. 

(G) The names and locations of the 
premises on which the horse will be 
kept while in the United States, and 
the dates the horse will be kept on 
each premises. 

(H) The methods and routes by which 
the horse will be transported while in 
the United States. 

(I) A written plan for handling sick 
or injured horses that includes: 
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(1) The name, address, and phone 
number of each accredited veterinarian 
who will provide veterinary services in 
the United States; 

(2) The name, address, and phone 
number of medical facilities to be used 
to diagnose or treat sick or injured 
horses while in the United States; and 

(3) A plan to return sick or injured 
horses to performance condition. 

(J) An application for a trust fund or 
escrow account agreement with APHIS 
in accordance with § 93.301(f)(12). 

(iv) Approval of an application for a 
permit to import a horse under 
§ 93.301(f) of this part is contingent 
upon a determination by the Adminis-
trator that sufficient APHIS personnel 
are available to provide the services re-
quired. If more than one application for 
an import permit is received, APHIS 
personnel will be assigned in the order 
that applications that otherwise meet 
the requirements of this section are re-
ceived. 

(2) An application for permit to im-
port horses from regions listed in 
§ 93.301(c)(1) or horses intended for 
quarantine at a privately owned quar-
antine facility, may also be denied be-
cause of: Communicable disease condi-
tions in the area or region of origin, or 
in a region where the shipment has 
been or will be held or through which 
the shipment has been or will be trans-
ported; deficiencies in the regulatory 
programs for the control or eradication 
of animal diseases and the unavail-
ability of veterinary services in the 
above mentioned regions; the import-
er’s failure to provide satisfactory evi-
dence concerning the origin, history, 
and health status of the horses; the 
lack of satisfactory information nec-
essary to determine that the importa-
tion will not be likely to transmit any 
communicable disease to livestock or 
poultry of the United States; or any 
other circumstances which the Admin-
istrator believes require such denial to 
prevent the dissemination of any com-
municable disease of livestock or poul-
try into the United States. 

(3)(i) The importer or importer’s 
agent shall pay or ensure payment of a 
reservation fee for each lot of horses to 
be quarantined in a facility maintained 
by USDA. For horses, the reservation 
fee shall be 100 percent of the cost of 

providing care, feed, and handling dur-
ing quarantine, as estimated by the 
quarantine facility’s veterinarian in 
charge. 

(ii) At the time the importer or the 
importer’s agent requests a reservation 
of quarantine space, the importer or 
importer’s agent shall pay the reserva-
tion fee by check or U.S. money order 
or ensure payment of the reservation 
fee by an irrevocable letter of credit 
from a commercial bank (the effective 
date on such letter of credit shall run 
to 30 days after the date the horses are 
scheduled to be released from quar-
antine); except that anyone who issues 
a check to the Department for a res-
ervation fee which is returned because 
of insufficient funds shall be denied 
any further request for reservation of a 
quarantine space until the outstanding 
amount is paid. 

(iii) Any reservation fee paid by 
check or U.S. money order shall be ap-
plied against the expenses incurred for 
services received by the importer or 
importer’s agent in connection with 
the quarantine for which the reserva-
tion was made. Any part of the reserva-
tion fee which remains unused after 
being applied against the expenses in-
curred for services received by the im-
porter or the importer’s agent in con-
nection with the quarantine for which 
the reservation was made, shall be re-
turned to the individual who paid the 
reservation fee. If the reservation fee is 
ensured by a letter of credit, the De-
partment will draw against the letter 
of credit unless payment for services 
received by the importer or importer’s 
agent in connection with the quar-
antine is otherwise made at least 3 
days prior to the expiration date of the 
letter of credit. 

(iv) Any reservation fee shall be for-
feited if the importer or the importer’s 
agent fails to present for entry, within 
24 hours following the designated time 
of arrival, the horse for which the res-
ervation was made: Except that a res-
ervation fee shall not be forfeited if the 
Administrator determines that serv-
ices, other than provided by carriers, 
necessary for the importation of the 
horses within the required period are 
unavailable because of unforeseen cir-
cumstances as determined by the Ad-
ministrator (such as the closing of an 
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airport due to inclement weather or 
the unavailability of the reserved space 
due to the extension of another quar-
antine). 

(v) If the reservation fee was ensured 
by a letter of credit and the fee is to be 
forfeited under paragraph (a)(3)(iv) of 
this section, the Department will draw 

against the letter of credit unless the 
reservation fee is otherwise paid at 
least 3 days prior to the expiration 
date of the letter of credit. 

(vi) If a reservation is canceled, the 
importer or the importer’s agent will 
be charged a fee according to the fol-
lowing schedule: 

Cancellation date Fee 

30 or more days before the scheduled reservation date .............................. 25 percent of the reservation fee. 
15–29 days before the scheduled reservation date ...................................... 50 percent of the reservation fee. 
Less than 15 days before the scheduled reservation date ........................... 100 percent of the reservation fee. 

(vii) If the reservation fee was en-
sured by a letter of credit, the Depart-
ment will draw the amount of the can-
cellation fee against the letter of cred-
it unless the cancellation fee is other-
wise paid at least 3 days prior to the 
expiration date of the letter of credit. 

(b) Permit. (1) When a permit is 
issued, the original and two copies will 
be sent to the importer. It shall be the 
responsibility of the importer to for-
ward the original permit and one copy 
to the shipper in the region of origin, 
and it shall also be the responsibility 
of the importer to ensure that the ship-
per presents the copy of the permit to 
the carrier and makes the necessary 
arrangements for the original permit 
to accompany the shipment to the 
specified U.S. port of entry for presen-
tation to the collector of customs. 

(2) Horses and horse test specimens 
for which a permit is required under 
paragraph (a) of this section will be re-
ceived at the port of entry specified on 
the permit within the time prescribed 
in the permit, which shall not exceed 14 
days from the first day that the permit 
is effective. 

(3) Horses and horse test specimens 
for which a permit is required under 
paragraph (a) of this section will not be 
eligible for entry if: 

(i) A permit has not been issued for 
the importation of the horse or horse 
test specimen; 

(ii) If the horse or horse test speci-
men is unaccompanied by the permit 
issued for its importation; 

(iii) If the horse or horse test speci-
men is shipped from any port other 
than the one designated in the permit; 

(iv) If the horse or horse test speci-
men arrives in the United States at 

any port other than the one designated 
in the permit; 

(v) If the horse or horse test speci-
men offered for entry differs from that 
described in the permit; or 

(vi) If the horse or horse test speci-
men is not handled as outlined in the 
application for the permit and as speci-
fied in the permit issued. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control numbers 0579–0040 and 
0579–0324) 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990. Redesignated at 62 
FR 56012, Oct. 28, 1997] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 93.304, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 93.305 Declaration and other docu-
ments for horses. 

(a) The certificates, declarations, and 
affidavits required by the regulations 
in this part shall be presented by the 
importer or his or her agent to the col-
lector of customs at the port of entry, 
upon arrival of horses at such port, for 
the use of the veterinary inspector at 
the port of entry. 

(b) For all horses offered for importa-
tion, the importer or his or her agent 
shall first present two copies of a dec-
laration which shall list the port of 
entry, the name and address of the im-
porter, the name and address of the 
broker, the origin of the horses, the 
number, breed, species, and purpose of 
the importation, the name of the per-
son to whom the horses will be deliv-
ered, and the location of the place to 
which such delivery will be made. 
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