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§ 80.2 Rules pertaining to records of 
the living. 

(a) An individual who has attained 
age 18 may request his or her own Cen-
sus information. 

(b) A parent may request Census in-
formation for and in behalf of a child 
who has not reached age 18. The re-
quest must be signed by one of the par-
ents. 

(c) A legal guardian may obtain Cen-
sus information relating to a ward by 
submitting a certified copy of the order 
of guardianship appointment. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0607–0117) 

[40 FR 53232, Nov. 17, 1975, as amended at 48 
FR 56744, Dec. 23, 1983] 

§ 80.3 Rules applicable to deceased 
persons and estates. 

(a) Census information relating to a 
deceased person may be released only 
to a parent, child, grandchild, brother, 
sister, spouse, insurance beneficiary, or 
the executor or administrator of a de-
ceased person’s estate. The request 
must be signed by a person entitled to 
receive the information as provided 
herein, state the relationship of the ap-
plicant to the deceased, and include a 
certified copy of the death certificate 
or other adequate proof of death. The 
request of an executor or administrator 
must be accompanied by a certified 
copy of the court order of appointment. 

(b) Except for a spouse, a person re-
lated to the deceased person through 
marriage, such as an in-law relation-
ship, is not eligible to request Census 
information on the deceased, whether 
or not the applicant was a member of 
the household of the deceased. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0607–0117) 

[40 FR 53232, Nov. 17, 1975, as amended at 48 
FR 56744, Dec. 23, 1983] 

§ 80.4 Signature of persons unable to 
sign their name. 

A person requesting Census informa-
tion who is unable to sign his or her 
name shall make an ‘‘X’’ mark where 
signature is required, and the mark 
must be witnessed by two persons who 
know the applicant. They must also 
sign the application certifying the ap-
plicant’s identity. In the case of such 

persons who are unable to make an 
‘‘X’’ mark, Census information can be 
released upon receipt of a physician’s 
sworn statement verifying the dis-
ability and the written request of a 
parent, brother, sister, child or a 
spouse. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0607–0117) 

[40 FR 53232, Nov. 17, 1975, as amended at 48 
FR 56744, Dec. 23, 1983] 

§ 80.5 Detrimental use of information. 

Section 8 of Title 13, United States 
Code requires that, 

In no case shall information furnished under 
the authority of this section be used to the 
detriment of the persons to whom such infor-
mation relates. 

[40 FR 53232, Nov. 17, 1975] 

§ 80.6 False statements. 

Any false statement or forgery on 
the application or supporting papers 
required to obtain Census information 
is punishable by a fine and/or imprison-
ment pursuant to section 1001 of Title 
18 of the United States Code. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0607–0117) 

[40 FR 53232, Nov. 17, 1975, as amended at 48 
FR 56744, Dec. 23, 1983] 

PART 90—PROCEDURE FOR CHAL-
LENGING POPULATION ESTI-
MATES 

Sec. 
90.1 Scope and applicability. 
90.2 Policy of the Census Bureau. 
90.3 Definitions. 
90.4 General. 
90.5 Who may file a challenge. 
90.6 When a challenge may be filed. 
90.7 Where to file a challenge. 
90.8 Evidence required. 
90.9 Review of challenge. 

AUTHORITY: 13 U.S.C. 4 and 181. 

SOURCE: 78 FR 259, Jan. 3, 2013, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

§ 90.1 Scope and applicability. 

Between decennial censuses, the Cen-
sus Bureau annually prepares statis-
tical estimates of the number of people 
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residing in states and their govern-
mental units. In general, these esti-
mates are developed by updating the 
population counts produced in the 
most recent decennial census with de-
mographic components of change data 
and/or other indicators of population 
change. These rules prescribe the ad-
ministrative procedure available to 
governmental units to request a chal-
lenge to the most current of these esti-
mates. 

§ 90.2 Policy of the Census Bureau. 
It is the policy of the Census Bureau 

to provide the most accurate popu-
lation estimates possible given the 
constraints of time, money, and avail-
able statistical techniques. It is also 
the policy of the Census Bureau to pro-
vide governmental units the oppor-
tunity to seek a review and provide ad-
ditional data to these estimates and to 
present evidence relating to the accu-
racy of the estimates. 

§ 90.3 Definitions. 
As used in this part (except where 

the context clearly indicates other-
wise) the following definitions shall 
apply: 

(a) Census Bureau means the U.S. 
Census Bureau, Department of Com-
merce. 

(b) Population Estimates Challenge 
means, in accordance with this part, 
the process a governmental unit may 
use to provide additional input data for 
the Census Bureau’s population esti-
mate and the submission of substantive 
documentation in support thereof. 

(c) Director means Director of the 
Census Bureau, or an individual des-
ignated by the Director to perform 
under this part. 

(d) Population estimate means a statis-
tically developed calculation of the 
number of people living in a govern-
mental unit to update the preceding 
census or earlier estimate. 

(e) A governmental unit means the 
government of a county, municipality, 
township, incorporated place, or other 
minor civil division, which is a unit of 
general-purpose government below the 
State. 

(f) A non-functioning county or statis-
tical equivalent means a sub-state enti-
ty that does not function as an active 

general-purpose governmental unit. 
This situation exists in Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, for selected counties in 
Massachusetts, and for the Census 
Areas in Alaska. 

(g) For the purposes of this program, 
an eligible governmental unit also in-
cludes the District of Columbia and 
non-functioning counties or statistical 
equivalents represented by a FSCPE 
member agency. 

§ 90.4 General. 

This part provides a procedure for a 
governmental unit to request a chal-
lenge of a population estimate of the 
Census Bureau. The Census Bureau, 
upon receipt of the appropriate docu-
mentation, will attempt to resolve the 
estimate with the governmental unit. 

§ 90.5 Who may file a challenge. 

A request for a challenge of a popu-
lation estimate generated by the Cen-
sus Bureau may be filed only by the 
chief executive officer or highest elect-
ed official of a governmental unit. In 
those instances where the FSCPE 
member agency represents a non-func-
tioning county or statistical equiva-
lent, the governor will serve as the 
chief executive officer or highest elect-
ed official. 

§ 90.6 When a challenge may be filed. 

(a) A request for a challenge to a pop-
ulation estimate may be filed any time 
up to 90 days after the release of the es-
timate by the Census Bureau. Publica-
tion by the Census Bureau on its Web 
site (www.census.gov) shall constitute 
release. Documentation requesting a 
challenge of any estimate may also be 
filed any time up to 90 days after the 
date the Census Bureau, on its own ini-
tiative, revises that estimate. 

(b) If, however, a governmental unit 
has a sufficiently meritorious reason 
for not filing in a timely manner, the 
Census Bureau has the discretion to ac-
cept the late request. 

§ 90.7 Where to file a challenge. 

A request for a population estimate 
challenge must be prepared in writing 
by the governmental unit and filed 
with the Chief, Population Division, 
Census Bureau, Room 5H174, Mail Stop 
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8800, Washington, DC 20233. The govern-
mental unit must designate a contact 
person who can be reached by tele-
phone during normal business hours 
should questions arise with regard to 
the submitted materials. 

§ 90.8 Evidence required. 

(a) The governmental unit shall pro-
vide whatever evidence it has relevant 
to the request at the time of filing. The 
Census Bureau may request further 
evidence when necessary. The evidence 
submitted must be consistent with the 
criteria, standards, and regular proc-
esses the Census Bureau employs to 
generate the population estimate. The 
Census Bureau has revised the chal-
lenge process to no longer accept esti-
mates developed from methods dif-
ferent from those used by the Census 
Bureau. In the revised challenge proc-
ess, the Census Bureau will only accept 
a challenge when the evidence provided 
identifies the use of incorrect data, 
processes, or calculations in the esti-
mates. 

(b) For counties and statistical 
equivalents, the Census Bureau uses a 
cohort-component of change method to 
produce population estimates. Each 
year, the components of change are up-
dated. These components include 
births, deaths, migration, and change 
in the group quarters population. The 
Census Bureau will consider a chal-
lenge based on additional information 
on one or more of the components of 
change or about the group quarters 
population in a locality. 

(c) For minor civil divisions and in-
corporated places, the Census Bureau 
uses a housing unit method to dis-
tribute the county population. The 
components in this method include 
housing units, occupancy rates, and 
persons per household plus an estimate 
of the population in group quarters. 
The Census Bureau will consider a 
challenge based on data related to 
changes in an area’s housing stock, 
such as data on demolitions, con-
demned units, uninhabitable units, 
building permits, or mobile home 
placements or other comparable hous-
ing inventory based data. The Census 
Bureau will also consider a challenge 
based on additional information about 

the group quarters population in a lo-
cality. 

(d) The Census Bureau will also pro-
vide a guide on its Web site as a ref-
erence for governmental units to use in 
developing their data as evidence to 
support a challenge to the population 
estimate. In addition, a governmental 
unit may address any additional ques-
tions by contacting the Census Bureau 
at the address provided in § 90.7. 

§ 90.9 Review of challenge. 
The Chief, Population Division, Cen-

sus Bureau, or the Chief’s designee 
shall review the evidence provided with 
the request for the population estimate 
challenge, shall work with the govern-
mental unit to verify the data provided 
by the governmental unit, and evaluate 
the data to resolve the issues raised by 
the governmental unit. Thereafter, the 
Census Bureau shall respond in writing 
with a decision to accept or deny the 
challenge. In the event that the Census 
Bureau finds that the population esti-
mate should be updated, it will also 
post the revised estimate on the Census 
Bureau’s Web site (www.census.gov). 

PART 100—SEAL 

Sec. 
100.1 Authority. 
100.2 Description. 
100.3 Custody. 

AUTHORITY: R.S. 161, as amended, sec. 3, 68 
Stat. 1012, as amended (5 U.S.C. 301, 13 U.S.C. 
3). 

SOURCE: 25 FR 2163, Mar. 16, 1960, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 50 FR 23947, 
June 7, 1985. 

§ 100.1 Authority. 
Pursuant to section 3 of Title 13, 

United States Code, the Bureau of the 
Census official seal and design thereof, 
which accompanies and is made a part 
of this document, is hereby approved. 

§ 100.2 Description. 
Seal: On a shield an open book be-

neath which is a lamp of knowledge 
emitting rays above in base two 
crossed quills. Around the whole a 
wreath of single leaves, surrounded by 
an outer band bearing between two 
stars the words ‘‘U.S. Department of 
Commerce’’ in the upper portion and 
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