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U.S. Customs and Border Protection, DHS; Treas. § 4.0 

Section 4.75 also issued under 46 U.S.C. 
60105; 

Sections 4.80, 4.80a, and 4.80b also issued 
under 19 U.S.C. 1706a; 28 U.S.C. 2461 note; 46 
U.S.C. 12112, 12117, 12118, 50501–55106, 55107, 
55108, 55110, 55114, 55115, 55116, 55117, 55119, 
56101, 55121, 56101, 57109; Pub. L. 108–7, Divi-
sion B, Title II,§ 211; 

Section 4.81 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1442, 1486; 46 U.S.C. 12101, 12120, 12132, 55102, 
55105–55108, 55110, 55114–55117, 55119; 

Section 4.81a also issued under 46 U.S.C. 
12101, 12120, 12132, 55102, 55105–55108, 55110, 
55114–55117, 55119; 

Section 4.82 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 293, 
294; 46 U.S.C. 60308; 

Section 4.83 also issued under 46 U.S.C. 
60105, 60308; 

Section 4.84 also issued under 46 U.S.C. 
12118; 

Section 4.85 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1442, 1623; 

Section 4.86 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1442; 

Section 4.88 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1442, 1622, 1623; 

Section 4.92 also issued under 28 U.S.C. 2461 
note; 46 U.S.C. 55111; 

Section 4.93 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1322(a); 46 U.S.C. 12101, 12120, 12132, 55102, 
55105–55108, 55110, 55114–55117, 55119; 

Section 4.94 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1441; 46 U.S.C. 60504; 

Section 4.94a also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1484b; 

Section 4.96 also issued under 46 U.S.C. 
12101(a)(1), 12108, 55114; 

Section 4.98 also issued under 31 U.S.C. 
9701; 

Section 4.100 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1706. 

SOURCE: 28 FR 14596, Dec. 31, 1963, unless 
otherwise noted. 

ARRIVAL AND ENTRY OF VESSELS 

§ 4.0 General definitions. 
For the purposes of this part: 
(a) Vessel. The word vessel includes 

every description of water craft or 
other contrivance used or capable of 
being used as a means of transpor-
tation on water, but does not include 
aircraft. (19 U.S.C. 1401.) 

(b) Vessel of the United States. The 
term vessel of the United States means 
any vessel documented under the laws 
of the United States. 

(c) Documented. The term documented 
vessel means a vessel for which a valid 
Certificate of Documentation, form CG 
1270, issued by the U.S. Coast Guard is 
outstanding. Upon qualification and 
proper application to the appropriate 

Coast Guard office, the Certificate of 
Documentation may be endorsed with 
a: (1) Registry endorsement (generally, 
available to a vessel to be employed in 
foreign trade, trade with Guam, Amer-
ican Samoa, Wake, Midway, or King-
man Reef, and other employments for 
which another endorsement is not re-
quired), (2) coastwise endorsement 
(generally, entitles a vessel to employ-
ment in the coastwise trade, and other 
employments for which another en-
dorsement is not required), (3) fishery 
endorsement (generally, subject to fed-
eral and state laws regulating the fish-
eries, entitles a vessel to fish within 
the Exclusive Economic Zone (16 U.S.C. 
1811) and landward of that zone and to 
land its catch) or (4) recreational en-
dorsement (entitles a vessel to rec-
reational use only). Any other termi-
nology used elsewhere in this part to 
describe the particular documentation 
of a vessel shall be read as synonymous 
with the applicable terminology con-
tained in this paragraph. Generally, 
any vessel of at least 5 net tons and 
wholly owned by a United States cit-
izen or citizens is eligible for docu-
mentation except that for a coastwise, 
or fisheries endorsement a vessel must 
also be built in the United States. De-
tailed Coast Guard regulations on doc-
umentation are set forth in Title 46, 
Code of Federal Regulations, § 67.01– 
67.45. 

(d) Noncontiguous territory of the 
United States. The term noncontiguous 
territory of the United States includes all 
the island territories and possessions of 
the United States, but does not include 
the Canal Zone. 

(e) Citizen. The word citizen is as de-
fined by the U.S. Coast Guard for pur-
poses of vessel documentation (see sub-
part 67.03 of title 46, Code of Federal 
Regulations.) 

(f) Arrival of a vessel. The phrase ‘‘ar-
rival of a vessel’’ means that time 
when the vessel first comes to rest, 
whether at anchor or at a dock, in any 
harbor within the Customs territory of 
the U.S. 

(g) Departure of a vessel. The phrase 
‘‘departure of a vessel’’ means that 
time when the vessel gets under way on 
its outward voyage and proceeds on the 
voyage without thereafter coming to 
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1–27 [Reserved] 

rest in the harbor from which it is 
going. 

[T.D. 69–266, 34 FR 20422, Dec. 31, 1969, as 
amended by T.D. 83–214, 48 FR 46511, Oct. 13, 
1983; T.D. 93–78, 58 FR 50256, Sept. 27, 1993; 
T.D. 93–96, 58 FR 67315, Dec. 21, 1993; CBP 
Dec. 08-25, 73 FR 40725, July 16, 2008] 

§ 4.1 Boarding of vessels. 
(a) Every vessel arriving at a CBP 

port will be subject to such supervision 
while in port as the port director con-
siders necessary. The port director may 
detail CBP officers to remain on board 
a vessel to secure enforcement of the 
requirements set forth in this part. 
CBP may determine to board as many 
vessels as considered necessary to en-
sure compliance with the laws it en-
forces. 

(b)(1) No person, with or without the 
consent of the master, except a pilot in 
connection with the navigation of the 
vessel, personnel from another vessel 
in connection with the navigation of an 
unmanned barge, an officer of CBP or 
the Coast Guard, an immigration or 
health officer, an inspector of the Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspection Serv-
ice of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, or an agent of the vessel or 
consular officer exclusively for pur-
poses relating to customs formalities, 
shall go on board any vessel arriving 
from outside the customs territory of 
the United States without permission 
of the port director or the CBP officer 
in charge until the vessel has been 
taken in charge by a CBP officer. 

(2) A person may leave the vessel for 
the purpose of reporting its arrival as 
required by law (see § 4.2), but no other 
person, except those designated in 
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, shall 
leave any vessel arriving from outside 
the customs territory of the United 
States, with or without the consent of 
the master, without the permission of 
the port director or the CBP officer in 
charge until the vessel has been prop-
erly inspected by CBP and brought into 
the dock or anchorage at which cargo 
is to be unladen and until all pas-
sengers have been landed from the ves-
sel (19 U.S.C. 1433). 

(3) Every person permitted to go on 
board or to leave without the consent 

of a CBP officer under the provisions of 
this paragraph shall be subject to CBP 
and quarantine regulations. 

(4) The master of any vessel shall not 
authorize the boarding or leaving of his 
vessel by any person in violation of 
this paragraph. 

(c) Persons seeking to board an in-
coming vessel after it has been in-
spected by the quarantine authorities 
and taken in charge by a CBP officer 
must comply with any applicable Coast 
Guard regulations regarding the Trans-
portation Worker Identification Cre-
dential (TWIC)/personal identification 
requirements as prescribed in 33 CFR 
101.105 and 101.514–515. 

(d) No person in charge of a tugboat, 
rowboat, or other vessel shall bring 
such conveyance alongside an incoming 
vessel heretofore described and put on 
board thereof any person, except as au-
thorized by law or regulations. 

[28 FR 14596, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 78–141, 43 FR 22174, May 24, 1978; T.D. 82– 
224, 47 FR 35475, Aug. 16, 1982; T.D. 92–74, 57 
FR 35751, Aug. 11, 1992; T.D. 95–77, 60 FR 
50010, Sept. 27, 1995; T.D. 00–4, 65 FR 2872, 
Jan. 19, 2000; CBP Dec. 14–11, 79 FR 70464, 
Nov. 26, 2014] 

§ 4.2 Reports of arrival of vessels. 

(a) Upon arrival in any port or place 
within the U.S., including, for purposes 
of this section, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
of any vessel from a foreign port or 
place, any foreign vessel from a port or 
place within the U.S., or any vessel of 
the U.S. carrying foreign merchandise 
for which entry has not been made, the 
master of the vessel must immediately 
report that arrival to the nearest CBP 
facility or other location designated by 
the port director. The report of arrival, 
except as supplemented in local in-
structions issued by the port director 
and made available to interested par-
ties by posting in CBP offices, publica-
tion in a newspaper of general circula-
tion, and other appropriate means, 
may be made by any means of commu-
nication to the port director or to a 
CBP officer assigned to board the ves-
sel. The CBP officer may require the 
production of any documents or papers 
deemed necessary for the proper in-
spection/examination of the vessel, 
cargo, passenger, or crew. 
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