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§4.7d

this section on and after January 26,
2010.

(2) Delay in compliance date of section.
CBP may, at its sole discretion, delay
the general compliance date set forth
in paragraph (d)(1) of this section in
the event that any necessary modifica-
tions to the approved electronic data
interchange system are not yet in
place or for any other reason. Notice of
any such delay will be provided in the
FEDERAL REGISTER.

[CBP Dec. 08-46, 73 FR 71779, Nov. 25, 2008]

§4.7d Container status messages.

(a) Container status messages required.
In addition to the advance filing re-
quirements pursuant to §§4.7 and 4.7a
of this part and the vessel stow plan re-
quirements pursuant to §4.7c of this
part, for all containers destined to ar-
rive within the limits of a port in the
United States from a foreign port by
vessel, the incoming carrier must sub-
mit messages regarding the status of
the events as specified in paragraph (b)
of this section if the carrier creates or
collects a container status message
(CSM) in its equipment tracking sys-
tem reporting that event. CSMs must
be transmitted to Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) within the time pre-
scribed in paragraph (c) of this section
via a CBP-approved electronic data
interchange system. There is no re-
quirement that a carrier create or col-
lect any CSMs under this paragraph
that the carrier does not otherwise cre-
ate or collect on its own and maintain
in its electronic equipment tracking
system.

(b) Events required to be reported. The
following events must be reported if
the carrier creates or collects a con-
tainer status message in its equipment
tracking system reporting that event:

(1) When the booking relating to a
container which is destined to arrive
within the limits of a port in the
United States by vessel is confirmed;

(2) When a container which is des-
tined to arrive within the limits of a
port in the United States by vessel un-
dergoes a terminal gate inspection;

(3) When a container, which is des-
tined to arrive within the limits of a
port in the United States by vessel, ar-
rives or departs a facility (These events
take place when a container enters or
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exits a port, container yard, or other
facility. Generally, these CSMs are re-
ferred to as ‘‘gate-in”’ and ‘‘gate-out”
messages.);

(4) When a container, which is des-
tined to arrive within the limits of a
port in the United States by vessel, is
loaded on or unloaded from a convey-
ance (This includes vessel, feeder ves-
sel, barge, rail and truck movements.
Generally, these CSMs are referred to
as ‘“‘loaded on” and ‘‘unloaded from”
messages);

(5) When a vessel transporting a con-
tainer, which is destined to arrive
within the limits of a port in the
United States by vessel, departs from
or arrives at a port (These events are
commonly referred to as ‘‘vessel depar-
ture” and ‘‘vessel arrival’ notices);

(6) When a container which is des-
tined to arrive within the limits of a
port in the United States by vessel un-
dergoes an intra-terminal movement;

(7) When a container which is des-
tined to arrive within the limits of a
port in the United States by vessel is
ordered stuffed or stripped;

(8) When a container which is des-
tined to arrive within the limits of a
port in the United States by vessel is
confirmed stuffed or stripped; and

(9) When a container which is des-
tined to arrive within the limits of a
port in the United States by vessel is
stopped for heavy repair.

(c) Time of transmission. For each
event specified in paragraph (b) of this
section that has occurred, and for
which the carrier creates or collects a
container status message (CSM) in its
equipment tracking system reporting
that event, the carrier must transmit
the CSM to CBP no later than 24 hours
after the CSM is entered into the
equipment tracking system.

(d) Contents of report. The report of
each event must include the following:

(1) Event code being reported, as de-
fined in the ANSI X.12 or UN EDIFACT
standards;

(2) Container number;

(3) Date and time of the event being
reported;

(4) Status of the container (empty or
full);

(6) Location where the event took
place; and



U.S. Customs and Border Protection, DHS; Treas.

(6) Vessel identification associated
with the message if the container is as-
sociated with a specific vessel.

(e) A carrier may transmit other con-
tainer status messages in addition to
those required pursuant to paragraph
(b) of this section. By transmitting ad-
ditional container status messages, the
carrier authorizes Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) to access and use
those data.

(f) Compliance date of this section. (1)
General. Subject to paragraph (f)(2) of
this section, all affected ocean carriers
must comply with the requirements of
this section on and after January 26,
2010.

(2) Delay in compliance date of section.
CBP may, at its sole discretion, delay
the general compliance date set forth
in paragraph (f)(1) of this section in the
event that any necessary modifications
to the approved electronic data inter-
change system are not yet in place or
for any other reason. Notice of any
such delay will be provided in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER.

[CBP Dec. 08-46, 73 FR 71779, Nov. 25, 2008]

§4.8 Preliminary entry.

(a) Generally. Preliminary entry al-
lows a U.S. or foreign vessel arriving
under circumstances that require it to
formally enter, to commence lading
and unlading operations prior to mak-
ing formal entry. Preliminary entry
may be accomplished electronically
pursuant to an authorized electronic
data interchange system, or by any
other means of communication ap-
proved by the Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP).

(b) Requirements and conditions. Pre-
liminary entry must be made in com-
pliance with §4.30, and may be granted
prior to, at, or subsequent to arrival of
the vessel. The granting of preliminary
vessel entry by Customs at or subse-
quent to arrival of the vessel, is condi-
tioned upon the presentation to and ac-
ceptance by Customs of all forms, elec-
tronically or otherwise, comprising a
complete manifest as provided in §4.7,
except that the Cargo Declaration,
CBP Form 1302, must be presented to
Customs electronically in the manner
provided in §4.7(b)(2) or (4). Vessels
seeking preliminary entry in advance
of arrival must do so: By presenting to
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Customs the electronic equivalent of a
complete CBP Form 1302 (Cargo Dec-
laration), in the manner provided in
§4.7(b)(2) or (4), showing all cargo on
board the vessel; and by presenting
CBP Form 3171 electronically no less
than 48 hours prior to vessel arrival.
The CBP Form 3171 will also serve as
notice of intended date of arrival. The
port director may allow for the presen-
tation of the CBP Form 1302 and CBP
Form 3171 less than 48 hours prior to
arrival in order to grant advanced pre-
liminary entry if a vessel voyage takes
less than 48 hours to complete from the
last foreign port to the first U.S. port,
or if other reasonable circumstances
warrant. Preliminary entry granted in
advance of arrival will become effec-
tive upon arrival at the port granting
preliminary entry. Additionally, Cus-
toms must receive confirmation of a
vessel’s estimated time of arrival in a
manner acceptable to the port director.

[T.D. 00-4, 65 FR 2872, Jan. 19, 2000, as amend-
ed by T.D. 02-62, 67 FR 66332, Oct. 31, 2002;
CBP Dec. 11-10, 76 FR 27609, May 12, 2011]

§4.9 Formal entry.

(a) General. Section 4.3 provides
which vessels are subject to formal
entry and where and when entry must
be made. The formal entry of an Amer-
ican vessel is governed by section 434,
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1434). The
term ‘‘American vessel’”’ means a vessel
of the United States (see §4.0(b)) as
well as, when arriving by sea, a vessel
entitled to be documented except for
its size (see §4.0(c)). The formal entry
of a foreign vessel arriving within the
limits of any CBP port is also governed
by section 434, Tariff Act of 1930 (19
U.S.C. 1434). Alternatively, information
necessary for formal entry may be
transmitted electronically pursuant to
a system authorized by CBP.

(b) Procedures for American vessels.
Under certain circumstances, Amer-
ican vessels arriving in ports of the
United States directly from other
United States ports must make entry.
Entry of such vessels is required when
they have unentered foreign merchan-
dise aboard. Report of arrival as pro-
vided in §4.2 of this part, together with
presenting a completed CBP Form 1300
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