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OMB Guidance § 200.54 

States that is nonprofit and tax ex-
empt under the laws of its country of 
domicile and operation, and is not a 
university, college, accredited degree- 
granting institution of education, pri-
vate foundation, hospital, organization 
engaged exclusively in research or sci-
entific activities, church, synagogue, 
mosque or other similar entities orga-
nized primarily for religious purposes; 
or 

(d) An organization located in a 
country other than the United States 
not recognized as a Foreign Public En-
tity. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75880, Dec. 19, 2014] 

§ 200.48 General purpose equipment. 

General purpose equipment means 
equipment which is not limited to re-
search, medical, scientific or other 
technical activities. Examples include 
office equipment and furnishings, mod-
ular offices, telephone networks, infor-
mation technology equipment and sys-
tems, air conditioning equipment, re-
production and printing equipment, 
and motor vehicles. See also Equip-
ment and Special Purpose Equipment. 

§ 200.49 Generally Accepted Account-
ing Principles (GAAP). 

GAAP has the meaning specified in 
accounting standards issued by the 
Government Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) and the Financial Ac-
counting Standards Board (FASB). 

§ 200.50 Generally Accepted Govern-
ment Auditing Standards (GAGAS). 

GAGAS, also known as the Yellow 
Book, means generally accepted gov-
ernment auditing standards issued by 
the Comptroller General of the United 
States, which are applicable to finan-
cial audits. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75880, Dec. 19, 2014] 

§ 200.51 Grant agreement. 

Grant agreement means a legal instru-
ment of financial assistance between a 
Federal awarding agency or pass- 
through entity and a non-Federal enti-
ty that, consistent with 31 U.S.C. 6302, 
6304: 

(a) Is used to enter into a relation-
ship the principal purpose of which is 
to transfer anything of value from the 
Federal awarding agency or pass- 
through entity to the non-Federal enti-
ty to carry out a public purpose au-
thorized by a law of the United States 
(see 31 U.S.C. 6101(3)); and not to ac-
quire property or services for the Fed-
eral awarding agency or pass-through 
entity’s direct benefit or use; 

(b) Is distinguished from a coopera-
tive agreement in that it does not pro-
vide for substantial involvement be-
tween the Federal awarding agency or 
pass-through entity and the non-Fed-
eral entity in carrying out the activity 
contemplated by the Federal award. 

(c) Does not include an agreement 
that provides only: 

(1) Direct United States Government 
cash assistance to an individual; 

(2) A subsidy; 
(3) A loan; 
(4) A loan guarantee; or 
(5) Insurance. 

§ 200.52 Hospital. 
Hospital means a facility licensed as 

a hospital under the law of any state or 
a facility operated as a hospital by the 
United States, a state, or a subdivision 
of a state. 

§ 200.53 Improper payment. 
(a) Improper payment means any pay-

ment that should not have been made 
or that was made in an incorrect 
amount (including overpayments and 
underpayments) under statutory, con-
tractual, administrative, or other le-
gally applicable requirements; and 

(b) Improper payment includes any 
payment to an ineligible party, any 
payment for an ineligible good or serv-
ice, any duplicate payment, any pay-
ment for a good or service not received 
(except for such payments where au-
thorized by law), any payment that 
does not account for credit for applica-
ble discounts, and any payment where 
insufficient or lack of documentation 
prevents a reviewer from discerning 
whether a payment was proper. 

§ 200.54 Indian tribe (or ‘‘federally rec-
ognized Indian tribe’’). 

Indian tribe means any Indian tribe, 
band, nation, or other organized group 
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or community, including any Alaska 
Native village or regional or village 
corporation as defined in or established 
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. Chapter 33), 
which is recognized as eligible for the 
special programs and services provided 
by the United States to Indians be-
cause of their status as Indians (25 
U.S.C. 450b(e)). See annually published 
Bureau of Indian Affairs list of Indian 
Entities Recognized and Eligible to Re-
ceive Services. 

§ 200.55 Institutions of Higher Edu-
cation (IHEs). 

IHE is defined at 20 U.S.C. 1001. 

§ 200.56 Indirect (facilities & adminis-
trative (F&A)) costs. 

Indirect (F&A) costs means those costs 
incurred for a common or joint purpose 
benefitting more than one cost objec-
tive, and not readily assignable to the 
cost objectives specifically benefitted, 
without effort disproportionate to the 
results achieved. To facilitate equi-
table distribution of indirect expenses 
to the cost objectives served, it may be 
necessary to establish a number of 
pools of indirect (F&A) costs. Indirect 
(F&A) cost pools must be distributed to 
benefitted cost objectives on bases that 
will produce an equitable result in con-
sideration of relative benefits derived. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75880, Dec. 19, 2014] 

§ 200.57 Indirect cost rate proposal. 

Indirect cost rate proposal means the 
documentation prepared by a non-Fed-
eral entity to substantiate its request 
for the establishment of an indirect 
cost rate as described in Appendix III 
to Part 200—Indirect (F&A) Costs Iden-
tification and Assignment, and Rate 
Determination for Institutions of High-
er Education (IHEs) through Appendix 
VII to Part 200—States and Local Gov-
ernment and Indian Tribe Indirect Cost 
Proposals of this part, and Appendix IX 
to Part 200—Hospital Cost Principles. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75880, Dec. 19, 2014] 

§ 200.58 Information technology sys-
tems. 

Information technology systems means 
computing devices, ancillary equip-
ment, software, firmware, and similar 
procedures, services (including support 
services), and related resources. See 
also §§ 200.20 Computing devices and 
200.33 Equipment. 

§ 200.59 Intangible property. 
Intangible property means property 

having no physical existence, such as 
trademarks, copyrights, patents and 
patent applications and property, such 
as loans, notes and other debt instru-
ments, lease agreements, stock and 
other instruments of property owner-
ship (whether the property is tangible 
or intangible). 

§ 200.60 Intermediate cost objective. 
Intermediate cost objective means a 

cost objective that is used to accumu-
late indirect costs or service center 
costs that are subsequently allocated 
to one or more indirect cost pools or 
final cost objectives. See also § 200.28 
Cost objective and § 200.44 Final cost 
objective. 

§ 200.61 Internal controls. 
Internal controls means a process, im-

plemented by a non-Federal entity, de-
signed to provide reasonable assurance 
regarding the achievement of objec-
tives in the following categories: 

(a) Effectiveness and efficiency of op-
erations; 

(b) Reliability of reporting for inter-
nal and external use; and 

(c) Compliance with applicable laws 
and regulations. 

§ 200.62 Internal control over compli-
ance requirements for Federal 
awards. 

Internal control over compliance re-
quirements for Federal awards means a 
process implemented by a non-Federal 
entity designed to provide reasonable 
assurance regarding the achievement 
of the following objectives for Federal 
awards: 

(a) Transactions are properly re-
corded and accounted for, in order to: 

(1) Permit the preparation of reliable 
financial statements and Federal re-
ports; 
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