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(i) Via the OIG Hotline: Telephone:
(202) 690-1622, (800) 424-9121, (202) 690-
1202 (TDD).

(i1) Email: usda hotline@oig.usda.gov.

(iii) U.S. Mail: United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Office of Inspec-
tor General, P.O. Box 23399, Wash-
ington, DC 20026-3399.

(2) The USDA RIO may be reached at:
USDA Research Integrity Officer, 214W
Whitten Building, Washington, DC
20250; telephone: 202-720-5923; Email:
researchintegrity@usda.gov.

(c) To the extent known, the fol-
lowing details should be included in
any formal allegation:

(1) The name of the research projects
involved, the nature of the alleged mis-
conduct, and the names of the indi-
vidual or individuals alleged to be in-
volved in the misconduct;

(2) The source or sources of funding
for the research project or research
projects involved in the alleged mis-
conduct;

(3) Important dates;

(4) Any documentation that bears
upon the allegation; and

(5) Any other potentially relevant in-
formation.

(d) Safeguards for informants give in-
dividuals the confidence that they can
bring allegations of research mis-
conduct made in good faith to the at-
tention of appropriate authorities or
serve as informants to an inquiry or an
investigation without suffering ret-
ribution. Safeguards include protection
against retaliation for informants who
make good faith allegations, fair and
objective procedures for the examina-
tion and resolution of allegations of re-
search misconduct, and diligence in
protecting the positions and reputa-
tions of those persons who make alle-
gations of research misconduct in good
faith. The identity of informants who
wish to remain anonymous will be kept
confidential to the extent permitted by
law or regulation.

§422.7 Notification of ARIO during an
inquiry or investigation.

(a) Research institutions that con-
duct USDA-funded extramural research
must promptly notify the ARIO should
the institution become aware during an
inquiry or investigation that:

(1) Public health or safety is at risk;

§422.9

(2) The resources, reputation, or
other interests of USDA are in need of
protection;

(3) Research activities should be sus-
pended;

(4) Federal action may be needed to
protect the interest of a subject of the
investigation or of others potentially
affected;

(5) A premature public disclosure of
the inquiry into or investigation of the
allegation may compromise the proc-
ess;

(6) The scientific community or the
public should be informed; or

(7) There is reasonable indication of
possible violations of civil or criminal
law.

(b) If research misconduct pro-
ceedings reveal behavior that may be
criminal in nature at any point during
the proceedings, the institution must
promptly notify the ARIO.

§422.8 Communication of research
misconduct policies and proce-
dures.

Institutions that conduct USDA-
funded extramural research are to
maintain and effectively communicate
to their staffs policies and procedures
relating to research misconduct, in-
cluding the guidelines in this part. The
institution is to inform their research-
ers and staff members who conduct
USDA-funded extramural research
when and under what circumstances
USDA is to be notified of allegations of
research misconduct, and when and
under what circumstances USDA is to
be updated on research misconduct pro-
ceedings.

§422.9 Documents required.

(a) A research institution that con-
ducts USDA-funded extramural re-
search must maintain the following
documents related to an allegation of
research misconduct at the research in-
stitution:

(1) A written statement describing
the original allegation;

(2) A copy of the formal notification
presented to the subject of the allega-
tion;

(3) A written report describing the in-
quiry stage and its outcome including
copies of all supporting documentation;
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(4) A description of the methods and
procedures used to gather and evaluate
information pertinent to the alleged
misconduct during inquiry and inves-
tigation stages;

(5) A written report of the investiga-
tion, including the evidentiary record
and supporting documentation;

(6) A written statement of the find-
ings; and

(7) If applicable, a statement of rec-
ommended corrective actions, and any
response to such a statement by the
subject of the original allegation, and/
or other interested parties, including
any corrective action plan.

(b) The research institution must re-
tain the documents specified in para-
graph (a) of this section for at least 3
years following the final adjudication
of the alleged research misconduct.

§422.10 Reporting to USDA.

Following completion of an inves-
tigation into allegations of research
misconduct, the institution conducting
extramural research must provide to
the ARIO a copy of the evidentiary
record, the report of the investigation,
recommendations made to the institu-
tion’s adjudicating official, the adjudi-
cating official’s determination, the in-
stitution’s corrective action taken or
planned, and the written response of
the individual who is the subject of the
allegation to any recommendations.

§422.11 Research records
dence.

(a) A research institution that con-
ducts extramural research supported
by USDA funds, as the responsible
legal entity for the USDA-supported
research, has a continuing obligation
to create and maintain adequate
records (including documents and other
evidentiary matter) as may be required
by any subsequent inquiry, investiga-
tion, finding, adjudication, or other
proceeding.

(b) Whenever an investigation is ini-
tiated, the research institution must
promptly take all reasonable and prac-
tical steps to obtain custody of all rel-
evant research records and evidence as
may be necessary to conduct the re-
search misconduct proceedings. This
must be accomplished before the re-
search institution notifies the re-

and evi-
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searcher/respondent of the allegation,
or immediately thereafter.

(c) The original research records and
evidence taken into custody by the re-
search institution shall be inventoried
and stored in a secure place and man-
ner. Research records involving raw
data shall include the devices or in-
struments on which they reside. How-
ever, if deemed appropriate by the re-
search institution or investigator, re-
search data or records that reside on or
in instruments or devices may be cop-
ied and removed from those instru-
ments or devices as long as the copies
are complete, accurate, and have sub-
stantially equivalent evidentiary value
as the data or records have when the
data or records reside on the instru-
ments or devices. Such copies of data
or records shall be made by a disin-
terested, qualified technician and not
by the subject of the original allega-
tion or other interested parties. When
the relevant data or records have been
removed from the devices or instru-
ments, the instruments or devices need
not be maintained as evidence.

§422.12

USDA agencies’ implementation pro-
cedures identify the administrative ac-
tions available to remedy a finding of
research misconduct. Such actions may
include the recovery of funds, correc-
tion of the research record, debarment
of the researcher(s) that engaged in the
research misconduct, proper attribu-
tion, or any other action deemed ap-
propriate to remedy the instance(s) of
research misconduct. The agency
should consider the seriousness of the
misconduct, including, but not limited
to, the degree to which the misconduct
was knowingly conducted, intentional,
or reckless; was an isolated event or
part of a pattern; or had significant im-
pact on the research record, research
subjects, other researchers, institu-
tions, or the public welfare. In deter-
mining the appropriate administrative
action, the appropriate agency must
impose a remedy that is commensurate
with the infraction as described in the
finding of research misconduct.

§422.13 Appeals.

(a) If USDA relied on an institution
to conduct an inquiry, investigation,

Remedies for noncompliance.
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