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Americans Month. I call upon all Americans of all ages to acknowledge the
contributions of older Americans during this month and throughout the
year.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9115 of April 30, 2014
Law Day, U.S.A., 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

More than two centuries ago, patriots battled to release America from the
grip of tyranny. As these brave citizens defended their right to shape their
own destiny, our Founders created a government of, by, and for the peo-
ple—rooted in the belief that just power derives from the consent of the
governed. It is a system that can only function through the rule of law.

This Law Day pays special tribute to the right to vote, the cornerstone of
democracy. Many Americans won the franchise after generations of strug-
gle, while others gave their lives so their children and grandchildren might
one day enjoy what should have been their birthright. Thanks to women
who picketed the White House and activists who marched on the National
Mall, our laws finally recognized a truth that had always been self-evi-
dent—that every citizen should have a voice in our democracy. Over the
centuries, we have made legal changes that eliminated formal voting re-
strictions based on wealth, race, and sex and that extended the right to vote
to younger adults. Today, our laws continue to protect this fundamental
right, laws like the Voting Rights Act, the National Voter Registration Act,
the Help America Vote Act, and the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Ab-
sentee Voting Act.

Despite this hard-fought progress, barriers to voting still exist, and the right
to vote faces a new wave of threats. In some States, women may be turned
away from the polls because they are registered under their maiden name;
in others, seniors who have been voting for decades may suddenly be told
they cannot vote because they do not have a particular form of identifica-
tion. As we reflect on the trials and triumphs of generations past, we must
rededicate ourselves to preserving those victories in our time. Earlier this
year, a bipartisan commission I appointed recommended a series of com-
mon-sense reforms to protect the right to vote, curb the potential for fraud,
and ensure no one has to wait more than a half hour to cast a ballot. States
and local election officials should implement these recommendations. In
addition, the Congress should demonstrate its commitment to our funda-
mental right by updating the Voting Rights Act.

Let us mark Law Day by recognizing the institutions that uphold the rule
of law in America. Let us vow to keep safe our founding creed. And let

45



Proc. 9116 Title 3—The President

us remember that opportunity requires justice, and justice requires the right
to vote.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, in accordance with Public Law 87-20, as amended, do hereby
proclaim May 1, 2014, as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to ac-
knowledge the importance of our Nation’s legal and judicial systems with
appropriate ceremonies and activities, and to display the flag of the United
States in support of this national observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9116 of April 30, 2014
Loyalty Day, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Over 150 years ago, as a civil war threatened to dissolve our Union, Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address. Defining the
American experiment as “‘conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the propo-
sition that ‘all men are created equal,””” he resolved that our Nation “shall
not perish from the earth.” He understood that what makes America most
worth preserving are our founding ideals. These ideals compelled colonists
to rise up against an empire, and they have sustained generations of service
members through the darkest days of war.

In the United States of America, we do not define loyalty as adherence to
any single leader, party, or political platform. When we make big decisions
as a country, we necessarily stir up passions and controversy. These de-
bates are a hallmark of democracy; they allow us to trade ideas, question
antiquated notions, and ensure our Nation’s course reflects the will of the
American people. Yet even as we disagree, we remain true to our shared
values and our common hopes for America’s future.

On Loyalty Day, we renew our conviction to the principles of liberty,
equality, and justice under the law. We accept our responsibilities to one
another. And we remember that our differences pale in comparison to the
strength of the bonds that hold together the most diverse Nation on earth.

In order to recognize the American spirit of loyalty and the sacrifices that
so many have made for our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 85-529
as amended, has designated May 1 of each year as “Loyalty Day.” On this
day, let us reaffirm our allegiance to the United States of America and pay
tribute to the heritage of American freedom.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2014, as Loyalty Day. This Loyalty
Day, I call upon all the people of the United States to join in support of
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