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Proc. 9120 Title 3—The President

Proclamation 9120 of May 9, 2014

National Defense Transportation Day and National
Transportation Week, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In today’s global economy, first-class jobs gravitate to first-class infrastruc-
ture. A sound transportation system allows businesses to safely move their
goods to market, and maintaining that system creates jobs upgrading ports,
unclogging commutes, and repairing roads and rails. During National De-
fense Transportation Day and National Transportation Week, we under-
score the importance of infrastructure to our economy, security, and way
of life.

This summer, the Congress will need to protect more than three million
jobs by finishing transportation and waterways bills that provide at least
4 years of funding for extensive infrastructure repairs and investments. Be-
cause accessible roads, safe bridges, and good jobs should transcend poli-
tics, I am hopeful our representatives will do right by the American people.
In the meantime, I am taking executive action to slash bureaucracy and
streamline the permitting process for key projects. Earlier this year, I
launched a competition for 600 million dollars in transportation grants. Cit-
ies and States can win this funding by creating plans that both modernize
transportation infrastructure and stimulate the economy.

Infrastructure also plays a vital role in America’s security. Fluid, depend-
able, and efficient transportation systems allow first responders and service
members to swiftly arrive on the scene of an emergency. When natural dis-
asters strike, we rely on these systems to bring food and first aid to victims.
In order to safeguard our Nation, we must ensure our infrastructure is resil-
ient enough to withstand disaster and keep supply lines open.

Today, America has ports that are not prepared for the next generation of
supertankers. We have more than 100,000 bridges that are old enough to
qualify for Medicare. And we have a world-class labor force ready to tackle
this challenge. Let’s put them to work.

In recognition of the importance of our Nation’s transportation infrastruc-
ture, and of the men and women who build, maintain, and utilize it, the
Congress has requested, by joint resolution approved May 16, 1957, as
amended (36 U.S.C. 120), that the President designate the third Friday in
May of each year as ‘“National Defense Transportation Day,” and, by joint
resolution approved May 14, 1962, as amended (36 U.S.C. 133), that the
week during which that Friday falls be designated as “National Transpor-
tation Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim Friday, May 16, 2014, as National Defense
Transportation Day and May 11 through May 17, 2014, as National Trans-
portation Week. I call upon all Americans to recognize the importance of
our Nation’s transportation infrastructure and to acknowledge the contribu-
tions of those who build, operate, and maintain it.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9121 of May 9, 2014

National Small Business Week, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Small businesses represent an ideal at the heart of our Nation’s promise—
that with ingenuity and hard work, anyone can build a better life. They are
also the lifeblood of our economy, employing half of our country’s work-
force and creating nearly two out of every three new American jobs. During
National Small Business Week, we renew our commitment to helping these
vital enterprises thrive.

From day one, my Administration has been focused on cultivating an envi-
ronment where small businesses can succeed. During my first term, we
added 18 direct tax breaks for small businesses, including new tax credits
for hiring unemployed workers and veterans and for investing in new
equipment. Through the Small Business Administration (SBA), we have
supported hundreds of thousands of loans. And to ensure small businesses
have a voice in economic decisions, I elevated the Small Business Admin-
istrator to a Cabinet level position.

My Administration is also working to ease burdens on businesses. We cut
in half the time it takes for the Federal Government to pay small business
contractors, freeing up more resources for growth. To provide a boost to the
smallest new businesses, we have eliminated SBA fees on loans under
150,000 dollars and waived fees for veterans who take out loans under
350,000 dollars. Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, it is now easier for
small business owners to purchase quality health insurance, and they are
now eligible for tax credits that cover up to half of the cost of providing
coverage for their employees. And we continue to implement patent re-
forms that are reducing the application backlog, protecting American intel-
lectual property abroad, and helping entrepreneurs roll out their inventions
sooner.

Yet we have more work to do. In the years to come, we must protect tax
credits that help small businesses hire and add incentives for paying work-
ers higher wages. We must ensure entrepreneurs—even those who are not
rich—have the resources to take their businesses to the next level. Because
if we create a more level playing field, the best ideas will rise to the top,
opportunity will flourish, and America will prosper.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 12 through May 16,
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