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Proc. 9124 Title 3—The President

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim May 15, 2014, as Peace Officers Memorial
Day and May 11 through May 17, 2014, as Police Week. I call upon all
Americans to observe these events with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties. I also call on Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, officials of the other territories subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, and appropriate officials of all units of government,
to direct that the flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day.
I further encourage all Americans to display the flag at half-staff from their
homes and businesses on that day.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9124 of May 9, 2014
Mother’s Day, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For over a century, Americans have come together to celebrate our first
friends and mentors, our inspirations and constant sources of strength. Our
mothers are breadwinners, community leaders, and pillars of family. They
pioneer scientific discoveries, serve with valor in our Armed Forces, and
represent our Nation in the loftiest halls of Government. Whether biologi-
cal, adoptive, or foster, they play a singular role in our lives. Because they
so often put everything above themselves, on Mother’s Day, we put our
moms first.

Through centuries of organizing, marching, and making their voices heard,
mothers have won greater opportunities than ever before for themselves
and their children. Their victories brought our Nation closer to realizing a
sacred founding principle—that we are all created equal and each of us de-
serves the chance to pursue our own version of happiness.

Today, there are more battles to win. Working mothers increasingly provide
the majority of their family’s income, yet even now, discrimination pre-
vents women from earning a living equal to their efforts. My Administra-
tion is proud to fight alongside women as they push to close the gender
pay gap, shatter glass ceilings, and implement workplace policies that do
not force any parent to choose between their jobs and their kids. Because
when women succeed, America succeeds.

By words and example, mothers teach us how to grow and who to become.
They shape lasting habits that can lead to healthy living and lifelong learn-
ing. They demonstrate what is possible when we work hard and apply our
talents. Without complaint, they give their best every day so they and their
children might achieve the scope of their dreams. Today, let us once again
extend our gratitude for our mothers’ unconditional love and support—dur-
ing years past and in the years to come.
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Proclamations Proc. 9125

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770),
has designated the second Sunday in May each year as ‘“Mother’s Day” and
requested the President to call for its appropriate observance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim May 11, 2014, as Mother’s Day. I urge all
Americans to express love and gratitude to mothers everywhere, and I call
upon all citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9125 of May 15, 2014
60th Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

May 17, 1954, marked a turning point in America’s journey toward a more
perfect Union. On that day, the Supreme Court handed down a unanimous
decision in Brown v. Board of Education, outlawing racial segregation in
our Nation’s schools. Brown overturned the doctrine of ‘“‘separate but
equal,” which the Court had established in the 1896 case of Plessy v. Fer-
guson. For more than half a century, Plessy gave constitutional backing to
discrimination, and civil rights organizations like the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People faced an uphill battle as they
sought equality, opportunity, and justice under the law.

Brown v. Board of Education shifted the legal and moral compass of our
Nation. It declared that education “must be made available to all on equal
terms” and demanded that America’s promise exclude no one. Yet the Su-
preme Court alone could not destroy segregation. Brown had unlocked the
schoolhouse doors, but even years later, African-American children braved
mobs as they walked to school, while U.S. Marshals kept the peace. From
lunch counters and city streets to buses and ballot boxes, American citizens
struggled to realize their basic rights. A decade after the Court’s ruling,
Brown’s moral guidance was translated into the enforcement measures of
the Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act.

Thanks to the men and women who fought for equality in the courtroom,
the legislature, and the hearts and minds of the American people, we have
confined legalized segregation to the dustbin of history. Yet today, the hope
and promise of Brown remains unfulfilled. In the years to come, we must
continue striving toward equal opportunities for all our children, from ac-
cess to advanced classes to participation in the same extracurricular activi-
ties. Because when children learn and play together, they grow, build, and
thrive together.

On the 60th Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education, let us heed the
words of Justice Thurgood Marshall, who so ably argued the case against
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