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segregation, “None of us got where we are solely by pulling ourselves up
by our bootstraps. We got here because somebody . . . bent down and
helped us pick up our boots.” Let us march together, meet our obligations
to one another, and remember that progress has never come easily—but
even in the face of impossible odds, those who love their country can
change it.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 17, 2014, as the
60th Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to observe this day with programs, ceremonies, and activities that cel-
ebrate this landmark decision and advance the causes of equality and op-
portunity for all.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9126 of May 16, 2014
National Safe Boating Week, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation’s lakes, rivers, and oceans provide havens for reflection and
offer boundless opportunities for recreation with loved ones. As we mark
National Safe Boating Week, we emphasize the importance of taking pre-
cautions and practicing responsible behavior when embarking on America’s
waterways.

Before leaving shore, boaters can reduce their risks by taking a boating safe-
ty course, conducting a vessel safety check, and filing a float plan with
family members or friends. Boaters should make sure they understand the
marine forecast and take note of any significant weather. To prevent acci-
dents, injury, and death, operators and passengers should always wear life
jackets and never consume alcohol or drugs.

During National Safe Boating Week, we also recognize the crucial work of
the United States Coast Guard to prevent boating accidents that claim lives,
cause injuries, and damage property. We thank their partners across our
Nation. And we recommit to taking the proper measures to keep America’s
waterways safe and enjoyable for all.

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 131), as amended, has au-
thorized and requested the President to proclaim annually the 7-day period
prior to Memorial Day weekend as ‘“National Safe Boating Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim May 17 through May 23, 2014, as National
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Safe Boating Week. I encourage all Americans who participate in boating
activities to observe this occasion by learning more about safe boating prac-
tices and taking advantage of boating education.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9127 of May 16, 2014

Emergency Medical Services Week, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Wherever and whenever crisis hits, the men and women of our emergency
medical services (EMS) rush to the scene. With unyielding steadiness, they
bring care to those who need it most. During Emergency Medical Services
Week, we show our gratitude to the EMS practitioners who aid our fami-
lies, friends, and neighbors in their darkest moments.

We saw their professionalism in action after a devastating storm hit
Vilonia, Arkansas. Immediately after a tornado struck, 200 people, includ-
ing EMS personnel from other counties, were ready to go house to house
searching for injured neighbors. We saw it after last month’s mudslide in
Washington State when first responders and rescue crews braved unsteady
ground to search for survivors. And we see it in towns and cities across
America every hour of every day. My Administration is dedicated to sup-
porting the vital work of our paramedics, emergency medical technicians,
911 dispatchers, and EMS medical directors.

This week, we thank the EMS providers who ease suffering and so often
mean the difference between life and death. Let us honor their service with
a renewed commitment to them. Let us ensure that those who watch over
our communities have the support they need to get the job done.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 18 through May 24,
2014, as Emergency Medical Services Week. I encourage all Americans to
observe this occasion by showing their support for their local EMS pro-
viders and taking steps to improve their personal safety and preparedness.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
eighth.

BARACK OBAMA
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