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Proc. 9177 Title 3—The President

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9177 of September 30, 2014
National Arts and Humanities Month, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In this complicated world and in these challenging times, the arts and hu-
manities enhance the character of our Nation. The flash of insight that
comes from watching a thought-provoking documentary or discovering a
compelling novel sparks moments of joy, awe, and sorrow. From sym-
phonies that bring tragedy to life with long bow strokes to architecture that
challenges the boundaries of the world around it, these works add texture
to our lives and reveal something about ourselves. During National Arts
and Humanities Month, we reflect on the many ways the arts and human-
ities have contributed to the fabric of our society.

Since our earliest days, America has flourished because of the creative spir-
it and vision of our people. Our Nation is built on the freedom of expres-
sion, and we rely on the arts and humanities to broaden our views and re-
mind us of the truths that connect us. We must never take for granted the
wonder we feel when standing before a timeless work of art or the world
of memories that is unlocked with a simple movement or a single note. By
capturing our greatest hopes and deepest fears, the arts and humanities
play an important role in telling our country’s story and broadening our
understanding of the world.

Cultivating the talents of our young people and ensuring they have access
to the arts are critical to our Nation’s growth and prosperity. To meet the
challenges ahead, we must harness the skills and ingenuity of our children
and grandchildren and instill in them the same passion and persistence
that has driven centuries of progress and innovation. The arts and human-
ities provide important opportunities for our young people to unleash their
creativity and reach for new heights. That is why my Administration is
committed to bolstering initiatives that ensure the next generation has the
tools to foster their artistic expression and the opportunities to go as far
as their imaginations can take them.

This month, we pay tribute to the tremendous power of the arts and hu-
manities to bring us together and expose us to new ideas that make us
think and feel. As we carry forward this proud tradition, let us celebrate
the ways our Nation’s rich heritage has strengthened our country and in-
spired our lives.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 2014 as National
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Arts and Humanities Month. I call upon the people of the United States
to join together in observing this month with appropriate ceremonies, ac-
tivities, and programs to celebrate the arts and the humanities in America.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9178 of September 30, 2014
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This year, more than 230,000 women and 2,000 men will be diagnosed
with breast cancer in America. The heartache and the pain of this disease
will touch too many of our mothers, fathers, daughters, and sisters, and too
many families will bear these burdens. During National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, we recognize all those who know the anguish of breast
cancer, and we redouble our efforts to improve care and bring attention to
this disease.

When breast cancer is caught early, treatments work best and survival rates
increase. That is why all women and men should be familiar with the risk
factors and symptoms of this disease. I encourage women to speak with
their health care provider about the risk of breast cancer and the impor-
tance of recommended mammograms—breast cancer screenings that play
an essential role in early detection. Whether you are looking for informa-
tion about breast cancer prevention, treatment of metastatic breast cancer,
or information on the latest research, all Americans can learn more by vis-
iting www.Cancer.gov.

Today, more Americans are surviving breast cancer than ever before, but
there is more work to do, and my Administration is fighting every day to
improve the lives of breast cancer patients, survivors, and their families.
We have invested billions of dollars in critical research to better under-
stand the causes of breast cancer, develop new diagnostic tools, and pursue
innovative treatments. The Affordable Care Act has expanded access to life-
saving care for millions of Americans, including those affected by breast
cancer, and requires most insurance plans to cover recommended preven-
tive services, including mammograms, without copays. New protections
under the law also eliminate annual and lifetime dollar limits on coverage
and prohibit insurers from denying coverage because of pre-existing condi-
tions, including cancer.

This month, as we honor those lost to breast cancer, let us join with the
loved ones who celebrate their memory and the patients who battle this
disease every day, as well as our Nation’s advocates, medical researchers,
and health care providers. Together, we renew our commitment to better
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