AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Proclamations Proc. 9192

As we work to transform the lives of girls and women abroad, we have also
redoubled our efforts to ensure there are no barriers to their success here
at home. Vice President Joe Biden’s 1is2many initiative is raising aware-
ness about the high rates of teen dating violence, and my Administration
is engaging school districts, college students, and community members as
part of our effort to end sexual assault and domestic violence. Through the
Affordable Care Act, we have expanded access to quality, affordable health
care to more girls and prohibited insurers from charging them extra simply
because of their gender. We continue to invest in community efforts to re-
duce teen pregnancy. And we have made it a priority to educate and in-
spire our youngest girls by increasing opportunities for high-quality pre-
school. As they grow, we will make certain they receive the education and
training needed to succeed in the jobs of today and tomorrow—jobs that
we are working to ensure will offer equal pay for equal work.

As Americans, we must see the hopes and dreams of our own girls and re-
alize that these are the same dreams of girls around the world. We cannot
afford to silence the girl who holds the key to changing her community,
or the voice that speaks up to call for peace or further scientific discovery.
We cannot allow violence to snuff out the aspirations of young women in
America, and we must not accept it anywhere in the world. Today, we re-
solve to do more than simply shine a light on inequality. With partners
across the globe, we support the girls who reach for their future in the face
of unimaginable obstacles, and we continue our work to change attitudes
and shift beliefs until every girl has the opportunities she deserves to shape
her own destiny and fulfill her boundless promise.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2014, as
International Day of the Girl. I call upon all Americans to observe this day
with programs, ceremonies, and activities that advance equality and oppor-
tunity for girls everywhere.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9192 of October 10, 2014
General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

More than 200 years ago, Brigadier General Casimir Pulaski answered the
call of our fledgling Nation as we sought to secure liberty and justice. A
Polish-born leader, he fought and sacrificed his life for a country not fully
his own. He understood that the promise of our new Nation was not about
circumstance of birth, but rather a set of beliefs and unalienable rights.
Today, we pay tribute to a hero of the American Revolutionary War, and
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we celebrate the contributions that generations of Polish-Americans have
made to the country for whose independence Pulaski took up arms.

As a young man, Casimir Pulaski fought for Polish sovereignty, defending
his homeland from foreign occupation with courage and bravery. After
many years, his confederation was overpowered, and he was exiled to
France where he met Benjamin Franklin. With Franklin, Pulaski discussed
America’s struggle to throw off the tyranny of an empire, and in 1777, Pu-
laski crossed the Atlantic to stand with a small band of patriots.

In America, Pulaski served with honor and distinction. During battle, he
aided George Washington and—because of his leadership and skill on
horseback—became known as the “Father of the American Cavalry.” But
tragically in October of 1779, as Pulaski led his troops during the siege of
Savannah, Georgia, he was mortally wounded. While he was not witness
to the conclusion of the war, his memory is forever enshrined in the pages
of its history.

Pulaski’s life represents only one chapter in the Polish people’s long and
storied legacy of fighting for freedom. This year, we celebrated the 25th an-
niversary of an election where, for the first time, the people of Poland had
a choice. The culmination of centuries of struggle, it marked the beginning
of a new course for Poland—one that has ushered in the return of democ-
racy and demonstrated the enduring strength of the ideals our two nations
share. As we also recognize the 15th anniversary of Poland’s membership
in NATO, we are proud to call Poland one of our strongest and closest al-
lies, and we are reminded that the blessings of liberty must be earned and
renewed by every generation.

On General Pulaski Memorial Day, we reflect on the beginnings of our rela-
tionship with Poland. In the centuries since, Polish immigrants have sought
the opportunities in America that Pulaski helped secure, and as they have,
our nations’ bonds of friendship have grown stronger. As we renew our
commitment to honoring all those who fought for the freedom of our new
Nation, let us resolve to stand with developing democracies around the
world and with all people yearning to be free.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2014, as Gen-
eral Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage all Americans to commemorate this
occasion with appropriate programs and activities paying tribute to Casimir
Pulaski and honoring all those who defend the freedom of our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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