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(b) The Auxiliary has elected and ap-
pointed officers. 

(1) Elected officers are in charge of 
Auxiliary units and elements at both 
the national and local levels of the 
Auxiliary organization. The Unit Lead-
er is the senior elected officer at each 
level of the Auxiliary organization: 
Flotilla Commanders, Division Com-
manders, District Commodores, and 
the National Commodore are unit lead-
ers. 

(2) Appointed officers are appointed 
by elected officers and hold staff posi-
tions in Auxiliary units at both the na-
tional and local levels of the Auxiliary 
organization. 

(c) For all Auxiliary units, the Unit 
Leader is the person authorized to ex-
ercise the authority set forth in § 5.7 on 
behalf of his or her unit, and may dele-
gate that authority. 

(d) For all Auxiliary units, the Fi-
nance Officer is the person authorized 
to handle, transfer and disburse bank 
accounts, monies, stocks, bonds, and 
other items of intangible personal 
property on behalf of his or her Auxil-
iary Unit. 

§ 5.7 Administration, specific author-
izations. 

(a) The Commandant may delegate 
any authority vested in him or her by 
the Auxiliary Act or by this part to 
personnel of the Coast Guard and mem-
bers of the Auxiliary in the manner 
and to the extent as the Commandant 
deems necessary or appropriate for the 
functioning, organization, and internal 
administration of the Auxiliary. 

(b) The Commandant has authorized 
Auxiliary Unit Leaders to take the fol-
lowing actions in furtherance of the 
authorized missions of the Auxiliary. 
This is not an exclusive list— 

(1) Acquire, own, hold, use, and dis-
pose of vessels, aircraft, motorized ve-
hicles, trailers, radio stations, elec-
tronic equipment and other items of 
tangible, personal property; 

(2) Accept ownership, custody, or use 
of vessels, boats, aircraft, radio sta-
tions, motorized vehicles, trailers, 
electronic equipment, and other tan-
gible property from the Coast Guard, 
from other Federal, State, or munic-
ipal agencies, or from private or non- 
profit groups; 

(3) Create and manage bank ac-
counts, monies, stocks, bonds, and 
other financial instruments; 

(4) Accept and use gifts, grants, leg-
acies, and bequests; 

(5) Accept funds, materials, services, 
and the use of facilities from public 
and private entities and Federal, State, 
or municipal agencies; 

(6) Enter into licenses, leases, con-
tracts, memoranda of agreement, or 
understanding, and other agreements; 
and 

(7) Enter into cooperative agree-
ments and grant agreements with the 
Coast Guard and other Federal, State, 
or municipal agencies. 

(c) The national board of the Auxil-
iary may form a corporation under 
State law and Coast Guard policy to 
manage the Auxiliary’s fiscal affairs. 
The national corporation may— 

(1) Hold copyrights, trademarks, and 
titles to Auxiliary property; 

(2) Contract with the Coast Guard 
and other Federal, State, and munic-
ipal agencies to procure such goods and 
services; 

(3) Receive grants, gifts, and other 
items on behalf of the Auxiliary; and 

(4) Conduct other activities as may 
be authorized by the Commandant. 

(d) An Auxiliary district or region 
may form a corporation under State 
law and Coast Guard policy. 

§ 5.9 References. 
Further guidance on Auxiliary mis-

sions and activities may be found in 
Coast Guard directives and publica-
tions, including the Auxiliary Manual 
(Commandant Instruction 
M16790.1(series)) and the Auxiliary Op-
erations Policy Manual (Commandant 
Instruction M16798.3(series)). Those di-
rectives and publications can be found 
online at http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/ 
publications/comdtinst/. 

Subpart B—Membership 
§ 5.10 Eligibility for membership. 

(a) To be eligible for membership in 
the Auxiliary, a person must— 

(1) Be a United States citizen, a na-
tional of the United States or of its 
Territories and possessions, or an alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence; and 
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(2) Meet the standards for enroll-
ment, retention, and conduct estab-
lished by the Commandant. 

(b) An applicant who is accepted for 
membership will be enrolled in the 
Auxiliary and will be issued a member-
ship certificate and identification card. 
Possession of a membership certificate 
or identification card does not entitle a 
person to any rights or privileges of 
the Coast Guard or the Coast Guard 
Reserve except as authorized by the 
Commandant. 

§ 5.11 Honorary members. 

The Commandant may grant any per-
son honorary membership in the Auxil-
iary. An honorary member of the Aux-
iliary, solely by reason of such hon-
orary membership, is not entitled to 
any of the rights, benefits, privileges, 
duties, or obligations of Auxiliary 
membership. 

§ 5.12 Offices, titles, designations, 
qualifications, and recognition. 

Members of the Auxiliary will have 
such offices, titles, designations, quali-
fications, and recognition for achieve-
ments as prescribed by the Com-
mandant. 

§ 5.13 Advancement. 

The Commandant will prescribe the 
circumstances and qualifications under 
which members of the Auxiliary may 
be advanced in offices and programs. 

§ 5.14 Uniforms and insignia. 

(a) Members of the Auxiliary are au-
thorized to wear uniforms, uniform in-
signia, and awards as prescribed by the 
Commandant. Auxiliary uniform insig-
nia indicate, and are solely associated 
with, Auxiliary offices, titles, designa-
tions, qualifications, and achieve-
ments. Auxiliary uniform insignia do 
not indicate rank in any military serv-
ice or government agency. 

(b) Members of the Auxiliary may 
purchase from the Coast Guard such 
uniforms, insignia, and awards as may 
be authorized by the Commandant. 

§ 5.15 [Reserved] 

§ 5.16 Compensation and travel ex-
penses. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, no member of the 
Auxiliary will receive any compensa-
tion for services as a member of the 
Auxiliary. 

(b) A member of the Auxiliary may 
be paid actual necessary travelling ex-
penses, including a per diem allowance. 

§ 5.17 Status of members as Federal 
employees. 

Members of the Auxiliary are not 
considered Federal employees except as 
provided by 14 U.S.C. 823a or other pro-
visions of law. 

§ 5.18 Injury or death in the line of 
duty. 

(a) The performance of duty, as the 
term is used in this part, includes time 
spent in the performance of duty, trav-
el between duty locations, and travel 
between a place of assigned duty and 
either the Auxiliarist’s permanent resi-
dence or other appropriate non-duty 
destination. 

(b) A member of the Auxiliary who 
incurs physical injury or contracts 
sickness or disease in the performance 
of duty is entitled to medical and den-
tal care until the resulting impairment 
cannot be materially improved by fur-
ther hospitalization or treatment. A 
member of the Auxiliary who incurs 
physical injury or contracts sickness 
or disease in the performance of duty is 
entitled to obtain medical care from 
the Coast Guard, including through 
Coast Guard arrangements with a con-
tract provider, the Public Health Serv-
ice, the Department of Defense, or a 
Veterans’ Administration facility. 

(c) If a member of the Auxiliary is 
physically injured or dies as a result of 
physical injury, and the injury is in-
curred in the performance of duty, the 
member or the member’s beneficiaries 
are authorized to receive compensation 
in accordance with 14 U.S.C. 707, 5 
U.S.C. 8133 and 8134 and section 651 of 
Public Law 104–208 (5 U.S.C. 8133 Note). 

§ 5.19 Disenrollment. 
A member of the Auxiliary will be 

disenrolled on the member’s request, 
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