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(g) The Secretary notifies the parties 
if a petition or certification for inter-
locutory review is accepted, and may 
provide the parties a reasonable time 
within which to submit written argu-
ment with regard to the merit of the 
petition or certification. 

(h) If the Secretary takes no action 
on a petition or certification for review 
within 15 days of receipt of it, the re-
quest is deemed to be denied. 

(i) The Secretary may affirm, mod-
ify, set aside, or remand the interim 
ruling of the hearing official. 

(j) The Secretary may delegate to a 
designated department official the 
functions described in paragraphs (f) 
through (i) of this section. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1801–0003) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1094) 

[57 FR 60035, Dec. 17, 1992, as amended at 58 
FR 14153, Mar. 16, 1993; 78 FR 48051, Aug. 7, 
2013] 

Subpart I—Immigration-Status 
Confirmation 

AUTHORITY: 20 U.S.C. 1091, 1092, and 1094, 
unless otherwise noted. 

SOURCE: 58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

§ 668.130 General. 

(a) Scope and purpose. The regulations 
in this subpart govern the responsibil-
ities of institutions and students in de-
termining the eligibility of those non-
citizen applicants for title IV, HEA as-
sistance who must, under § 668.33(a)(2), 
produce evidence from the United 
States Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) that they are permanent 
residents of the United States or in the 
United States for other than a tem-
porary purpose with the intention of 
becoming citizens or permanent resi-
dents. 

(b) Student responsibility. At the re-
quest of the Secretary or the institu-
tion at which an applicant for title IV, 
HEA financial assistance is enrolled or 
accepted for enrollment, an applicant 
who asserts eligibility under 
§ 668.33(a)(2) shall provide documenta-

tion from the INS of immigration sta-
tus. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091, 1094) 

[58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, as amended at 63 FR 
40626, July 29, 1998] 

§ 668.131 Definitions. 

The following definitions apply to 
this subpart: 

Eligible noncitizen: An individual pos-
sessing an immigration status that 
meets the requirements of § 668.33(a)(2). 

Immigration status: The status con-
ferred on a noncitizen under the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act of 1952, as 
amended, 8 U.S.C. 1182. 

Primary confirmation: A process by 
which the Secretary, by means of a 
matching program conducted with the 
INS, compares the information con-
tained in an Application for Federal 
Student Aid or a multiple data entry 
application regarding the immigration 
status of a noncitizen applicant for 
title IV, HEA assistance with records 
of that status maintained by the INS 
in its Alien Status Verification Index 
(ASVI) system for the purpose of deter-
mining whether a student’s immigra-
tion status meets the requirements of 
§ 668.33(a)(2) and reports the results of 
this comparison on an output docu-
ment. 

Secondary confirmation: A process by 
which the INS, in response to the sub-
mission of INS Document Verification 
Form G–845 by an institution, searches 
pertinent paper and automated INS 
files, other than the ASVI database, for 
the purpose of determining a student’s 
immigration status and the validity of 
the submitted INS documents, and re-
ports the results of this search to the 
institution. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091) 

[58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, as amended at 59 FR 
12521, Mar. 16, 1994; 63 FR 40626, July 29, 1998] 

§ 668.132 Institutional determinations 
of eligibility based on primary con-
firmation. 

(a) Except as provided in 
§ 668.133(a)(1)(ii), the institution shall 
determine a student to be an eligible 
noncitizen if the institution receives 
an output document for that student 
establishing that— 
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(1) The INS has confirmed the stu-
dent’s immigration status; and 

(2) The student’s immigration status 
meets the noncitizen eligibility re-
quirements of § 668.33(a)(2). 

(b) If an institution determines a stu-
dent to be an eligible noncitizen in ac-
cordance with paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, the institution may not require 
the student to produce the documenta-
tion otherwise required under 
§ 668.33(a)(2). 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091, 1094) 

[58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, as amended at 63 FR 
40626, July 29, 1998] 

§ 668.133 Conditions under which an 
institution shall require docu-
mentation and request secondary 
confirmation. 

(a) General requirements. Except as 
provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, an institution shall require the 
student to produce the documentation 
required under § 668.33(a)(2) and request 
the INS to perform secondary con-
firmation for a student claiming eligi-
bility under § 668.33(a)(2), in accordance 
with the procedures set forth in 
§ 668.135, if— 

(1) The institution— 
(i) Receives an output document indi-

cating that the student must provide 
the institution with evidence of the 
student’s immigration status required 
under § 668.33(a)(2); or 

(ii) Receives an output document 
that satisfies the requirements of 
§ 668.132(a) (1) and (2), but the institu-
tion— 

(A) Has documentation that conflicts 
with immigration-status documents 
submitted by the student or the immi-
gration status reported on the output 
document; or 

(B) Has reason to believe that the im-
migration status reported by the stu-
dent or on the output document is in-
correct; and 

(2) The institution determines that 
the immigration-status documents sub-
mitted by the student constitute rea-
sonable evidence of the student’s claim 
to be an eligible noncitizen. 

(b) Exclusions from secondary confirma-
tion. (1) An institution may not require 
the student to produce the documenta-
tion requested under § 668.33(a)(2) and 

may not request that INS perform sec-
ondary confirmation, if the student— 

(i) Demonstrates eligibility under the 
provisions of § 668.33 (a)(1) or (b); or 

(ii) Demonstrated eligibility under 
the provisions of § 668.33(a)(2) in a pre-
vious award year as a result of sec-
ondary confirmation and the docu-
ments used to establish that eligibility 
have not expired; and 

(iii) The institution does not have 
conflicting documentation or reason to 
believe that the student’s claim of citi-
zenship or immigration status is incor-
rect. 

(2) [Reserved] 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1840–0650) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091, 1094) 

[58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, as amended at 58 FR 
26674, May 4, 1993; 60 FR 61813, Dec. 1, 1995; 63 
FR 40626, July 29, 1998] 

§ 668.134 Institutional policies and 
procedures for requesting docu-
mentation and receiving secondary 
confirmation. 

(a) An institution shall establish and 
use written policies and procedures for 
requesting proof and securing con-
firmation of the immigration status of 
applicants for title IV, HEA student fi-
nancial assistance who claim to meet 
the eligibility requirements of 
§ 668.33(a)(2). These policies and proce-
dures must include— 

(1) Providing the student a deadline 
by which to provide the documentation 
that the student wishes to have consid-
ered to support the claim that the stu-
dent meets the requirements of 
§ 668.33(a)(2); 

(2) Providing to the student informa-
tion concerning the consequences of a 
failure to provide the documentation 
by the deadline set by the institution; 
and 

(3) Providing that the institution will 
not make a determination that the stu-
dent is not an eligible noncitizen until 
the institution has provided the stu-
dent the opportunity to submit the 
documentation in support of the stu-
dent’s claim of eligibility under 
§ 668.33(a)(2). 

(b) An institution shall furnish, in 
writing, to each student required to 
undergo secondary confirmation— 
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(1) A clear explanation of the docu-
mentation the student must submit as 
evidence that the student satisfies the 
requirements of § 668.33(a)(2); and 

(2) A clear explanation of the stu-
dent’s responsibilities with respect to 
the student’s compliance with 
§ 668.33(a)(2), including the deadlines for 
completing any action required under 
this subpart and the consequences of 
failing to complete any required ac-
tion, as specified in § 668.137. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1840–0650) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091, 1092, 1094) 

[58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, as amended at 58 FR 
26674, May 4, 1993; 63 FR 40626, July 29, 1998] 

§ 668.135 Institutional procedures for 
completing secondary confirmation. 

Within 10 business days after an in-
stitution receives the documentary 
evidence of immigration status sub-
mitted by a student required to under-
go secondary confirmation, the institu-
tion shall— 

(a) Complete the request portion of 
the INS Document Verification Re-
quest Form G–845; 

(b) Copy front and back sides of all 
immigration-status documents re-
ceived from the student and attach 
copies to the Form G–845; and 

(c) Submit Form G–845 and attach-
ments to the INS District Office. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1840–0650) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091, 1094) 

[58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, as amended at 58 FR 
26674, May 4, 1993] 

§ 668.136 Institutional determinations 
of eligibility based on INS re-
sponses to secondary confirmation 
requests. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b) and (c) of this section, an institu-
tion that has requested secondary con-
firmation under § 668.133(a) shall make 
its determination concerning a stu-
dent’s eligibility under § 668.33(a)(2) by 
relying on the INS response to the 
Form G–845. 

(b) An institution shall make its de-
termination concerning a student’s eli-
gibility under § 668.33(a)(2) pending the 
institution’s receipt of an INS response 

to the institution’s Form G–845 request 
concerning that student, if— 

(1) The institution has given the stu-
dent an opportunity to submit docu-
ments to the institution to support the 
student’s claim to be an eligible non-
citizen; 

(2) The institution possesses suffi-
cient documentation concerning a stu-
dent’s immigration status to make 
that determination; 

(3) At least 15 business days have 
elapsed from the date that the institu-
tion sent the Form G–845 request to the 
INS; 

(4) The institution has no docu-
mentation that conflicts with the im-
migration-status documentation sub-
mitted by the student; and 

(5) The institution has no reason to 
believe that the immigration status re-
ported by the applicant is incorrect. 

(c) An institution shall establish and 
use policies and procedures to ensure 
that, if the institution has disbursed or 
released title IV, HEA funds to the stu-
dent in the award year or employed the 
student under the Federal Work-Study 
Program, and the institution deter-
mines, in reliance on the INS response 
to the institution’s request for sec-
ondary confirmation regarding that 
student, that the student was in fact 
not an eligible noncitizen during that 
award year, the institution provides 
the student with notice of the institu-
tion’s determination, an opportunity 
to contest the institution’s determina-
tion, and notice of the institution’s 
final determination. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091, 1094) 

[58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, as amended at 63 FR 
40626, July 29, 1998] 

§ 668.137 Deadlines for submitting doc-
umentation and the consequences 
of failure to submit documentation. 

(a) A student shall submit before a 
deadline specified by the institution all 
documentation the student wishes to 
have considered to support a claim 
that the student meets the require-
ments of § 668.33(a)(2). The deadline, set 
by the institution, must be not less 
than 30 days from the date the institu-
tion receives the student’s output doc-
ument. 
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(b) If a student fails to submit the 
documentation by the deadline estab-
lished in accordance with paragraph (a) 
of this section, the institution may not 
disburse to the student, or certify the 
student as eligible for, any title IV, 
HEA program funds for that period of 
enrollment or award year; employ the 
student under the Federal Work-Study 
Program; certify a Federal Stafford or 
Federal PLUS loan application, or 
originate a Direct Loan Program loan 
application for the student for that pe-
riod of enrollment. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091, 1094) 

[58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, as amended at 63 FR 
40626, July 29, 1998] 

§ 668.138 Liability. 

(a) A student is liable for any LEAP, 
FSEOG, Federal Pell Grant, ACG, Na-
tional SMART Grant, or TEACH Grant 
payment and for any Federal Stafford, 
Direct Subsidized, Direct Unsubsidized 
or Federal Perkins loan made to him or 
her if the student was ineligible for the 
Title IV, HEA assistance. 

(b) A Federal PLUS or Direct PLUS 
Loan borrower is liable for any Federal 
PLUS or Direct PLUS Loan made to 
him or her on behalf of an ineligible 
student. 

(c) The Secretary does not take any 
action against an institution with re-
spect to an error in the institution’s 
determination that a student is an eli-
gible noncitizen if, in making that de-
termination, the institution followed 
the provisions in this subpart and re-
lied on— 

(1) An output document for that stu-
dent indicating that the INS has con-
firmed that the student’s immigration 
status meets the eligibility require-
ments for title IV, HEA assistance; 

(2) An INS determination of the stu-
dent’s immigration status and the au-
thenticity of the student’s immigra-
tion documents provided in response to 
the institution’s request for secondary 
confirmation; or 

(3) Immigration-status documents 
submitted by the student and the insti-
tution did not have reason to believe 
that the documents did not support the 
student’s claim to be an eligible non-
citizen. 

(d) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, if an institution 
makes an error in its determination 
that a student is an eligible noncitizen, 
the institution is liable for any title 
IV, HEA disbursements made to this 
student during the award year or pe-
riod of enrollment for which the stu-
dent applied for title IV, HEA assist-
ance. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070g, 1091, 1094) 

[58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, as amended at 63 FR 
40626, July 29, 1998; 65 FR 38729, June 22, 2000; 
71 FR 38003, July 3, 2006; 73 FR 35493, June 23, 
2008] 

§ 668.139 Recovery of payments and 
loan disbursements to ineligible 
students. 

(a) If an institution makes a payment 
of a grant or a disbursement of a Fed-
eral Perkins loan to an ineligible stu-
dent for which it is not liable in ac-
cordance with § 668.138, it shall assist 
the Secretary in recovering the funds 
by— 

(1) Making a reasonable effort to con-
tact the student; and 

(2) Making a reasonable effort to col-
lect the payment or Federal Perkins 
loan. 

(b) If an institution causes a Federal 
Stafford, Federal PLUS, Direct Sub-
sidized, Direct Unsubsidized, or Direct 
PLUS Loan to be disbursed to or on be-
half of an ineligible student for which 
it is not liable in accordance with 
§ 668.138, it shall assist the Secretary in 
recovering the funds by notifying the 
lender in the case of an FFEL Program 
loan or the Secretary in the case of a 
Direct Loan Program loan that the 
student has failed to establish eligi-
bility under the requirements of 
§§ 668.201 or 685.200, as appropriate. 

(c) If an institution is liable for a 
payment of a grant or Federal Perkins 
loan to an ineligible student, the insti-
tution shall restore the amount equal 
to the payment or disbursement to the 
institution’s Federal Perkins loan fund 
or Federal Pell Grant, ACG, National 
SMART Grant, TEACH Grant, FSEOG, 
or LEAP amount, even if the institu-
tion cannot collect the payment or dis-
bursement from the student. 

(d) If an institution is liable for a 
Federal Stafford, Federal PLUS, Direct 
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Subsidized, Direct Unsubsidized, or Di-
rect PLUS Loan disbursement to an in-
eligible student, the institution shall 
repay an amount equal to the disburse-
ment to the lender in the case of an 
FFEL Program loan or the Secretary 
in the case of a Direct Loan Program 
loan, and provide written notice to the 
borrower. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070g, 1091, 1094) 

[58 FR 3184, Jan. 7, 1993, as amended at 63 FR 
40626, July 29, 1998; 64 FR 38729, June 22, 2000; 
71 FR 38003, July 3, 2006; 73 FR 35493, June 23, 
2008] 

Subpart J—Approval of Independ-
ently Administered Tests; 
Specification of Passing 
Score; Approval of State Proc-
ess 

SOURCE: 75 FR 66960, Oct. 29, 2010, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 668.141 Scope. 
(a) This subpart sets forth the provi-

sions under which a student who has 
neither a high school diploma nor its 
recognized equivalent may become eli-
gible to receive title IV, HEA program 
funds by— 

(1) Achieving a passing score, speci-
fied by the Secretary, on an independ-
ently administered test approved by 
the Secretary under this subpart; or 

(2) Being enrolled in an eligible insti-
tution that participates in a State 
process approved by the Secretary 
under this subpart. 

(b) Under this subpart, the Secretary 
sets forth— 

(1) The procedures and criteria the 
Secretary uses to approve tests; 

(2) The basis on which the Secretary 
specifies a passing score on each ap-
proved test; 

(3) The procedures and conditions 
under which the Secretary determines 
that an approved test is independently 
administered; 

(4) The information that a test pub-
lisher or a State must submit, as part 
of its test submission, to explain the 
methodology it will use for the test 
anomaly studies as described in 
§ 668.144(c)(17) and (d)(8), as appropriate; 

(5) The requirements that a test pub-
lisher or a State, as appropriate— 

(i) Have a process to identify and fol-
low up on test score irregularities; 

(ii) Take corrective action—up to and 
including decertification of test admin-
istrators—if the test publisher or the 
State determines that test score irreg-
ularities have occurred; and 

(iii) Report to the Secretary the 
names of any test administrators it de-
certifies and any other action taken as 
a result of test score analyses; and 

(6) The procedures and conditions 
under which the Secretary determines 
that a State process demonstrates that 
students in the process have the ability 
to benefit from the education and 
training being offered to them. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091(d)) 

§ 668.142 Special definitions. 
The following definitions apply to 

this subpart: 
Assessment center: A facility that— 
(1) Is located at an eligible institu-

tion that provides two-year or four- 
year degrees or is a postsecondary vo-
cational institution; 

(2) Is responsible for gathering and 
evaluating information about indi-
vidual students for multiple purposes, 
including appropriate course place-
ment; 

(3) Is independent of the admissions 
and financial aid processes at the insti-
tution at which it is located; 

(4) Is staffed by professionally 
trained personnel; 

(5) Uses test administrators to ad-
minister tests approved by the Sec-
retary under this subpart; and 

(6) Does not have as its primary pur-
pose the administration of ability to 
benefit tests. 

ATB test irregularity: An irregularity 
that results from an ATB test being ad-
ministered in a manner that does not 
conform to the established rules for 
test administration consistent with the 
provisions of subpart J of part 668 and 
the test administrator’s manual. 

Computer-based test: A test taken by a 
student on a computer and scored by a 
computer. 

General learned abilities: Cognitive op-
erations, such as deductive reasoning, 
reading comprehension, or translation 
from graphic to numerical representa-
tion, that may be learned in both 
school and non-school environments. 
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