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§2.1 Scope, purpose, and applicability.

(a) This part sets forth rules to be
followed when an employee or former
employee of the Department of Health
and Human Services (‘“DHHS” or ‘‘De-
partment’’), other than an employee of
the Food and Drug Administration, is
requested or subpoenaed to provide tes-
timony in a deposition, trial, or other
similar proceeding concerning informa-
tion acquired in the course of per-
forming official duties or because of
such person’s official capacity with
DHHS. This part also sets forth proce-
dures for the handling of subpoenas
duces tecum and other requests for any
document in the possession of DHHS,
other than the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and for the processing of re-
quests for certification of copies of doc-
uments. Separate regulations, 21 CFR
part 20, govern the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and those regulations are
not affected by this part.

(b) It is the policy of the DHHS to
provide information, data, and records
to non-federal litigants to the same ex-
tent and in the same manner that they
are made available to the general pub-
lic and, when subject to the jurisdic-
tion of a court or other tribunal pre-
siding over non-federal party litiga-

tion, to follow all applicable procedural
and substantive rules relating to the
production of information, data, and
records by a non-party. The avail-
ability of Department employees to
testify in litigation not involving fed-
eral parties is governed by the Depart-
ment’s policy to maintain strict impar-
tiality with respect to private litigants
and to minimize the disruption of offi-
cial duties.

(c) This part applies to state, local
and tribal judicial, administrative, and
legislative proceedings, and to federal
judicial and administrative pro-
ceedings.

(d) This part does not apply to:

(1) Any civil or criminal proceedings
where the United States, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services,
and any agency thereof, or any other
Federal agency is a party.

(2) Congressional requests or sub-
poenas for testimony or documents.

(3) Consultative services and tech-
nical assistance provided by the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices, or any agency thereof, in carrying
out its normal program activities.

(4) Employees serving as expert wit-
nesses in connection with professional
and consultative services as approved
outside activities in accordance with 5
CFR 2635.805 and 5 CFR 5501.106. (In
cases where employees are providing
such outside services, they must state
for the record that the testimony rep-
resents their own views and does not
necessarily represent the official posi-
tion of the DHHS.)

(5) Employees making appearances in
their private capacity in legal or ad-
ministrative proceedings that do not
relate to the Department of Health and
Human Services (such as cases arising
out of traffic accidents, crimes, domes-
tic relations, etc.) and not involving
professional and consultative services.

(6) Any matters covered in 21 CFR
part 20-,involving the Food and Drug
Administration.

(7) Any civil or criminal proceedings
in State court brought on behalf of the
Department of Health and Human
Services.



§2.2

Example (1): While on duty, an employee of
the Department witnesses an incident in
which a fellow employee trips on a loose
piece of carpeting and sustains an injury.
The injured employee brings a private tort
action against the contractor installing the
carpeting and the private landlord maintain-
ing the building. The employee/witness is
served with a subpoena to appear at a deposi-
tion to testify about the incident. The per-
son seeking the testimony would not be re-
quired to obtain Agency head approval prior
to requesting the testimony, because the
subject of the testimony does not ‘‘relate to”’
the Department, within the meaning of
§2.1(d)(5).

Example (2): While on duty, an employee of
the Department witnesses a mugging while
looking out the window to check the weath-
er, and then notifies the local police of what
she observed. She is subsequently subpoe-
naed to testify in a criminal proceeding. The
local prosecutor would not be required to ob-
tain Agency head approval prior to requiring
the employee to testify, because the subject
of the testimony does not ‘‘relate to’’ the De-
partment, within the meaning of §2.1(d)(5).

Example (3): A nurse on duty at an Indian
Health Service hospital emergency room
treats a child who is brought in following a
report of domestic violence. The nurse is
subsequently served with a subpoena to tes-
tify in a criminal proceeding against one of
the child’s parents concerning the injuries to
the child which he observed. The local pros-
ecutor would be required to obtain Agency
head approval prior to requiring the nurse to
testify, because the subject of the testimony
involves ‘‘information acquired in the course
of performing official duties or because of
the person’s official capacity,” within the
meaning of §2.1(a).

Example (4): A personnel specialist working
for the Department is subpoenaed to testify
concerning the meaning of entries on time
and attendance records of an employee,
which the requesting party received from the
employee pursuant to discovery in a personal
injury action brought by the employee. The
party requesting the personnel specialist to
appear would be required to obtain Agency
head approval prior to compelling the per-
sonnel specialist to testify, because the tes-
timony sought involves ‘‘information ac-
quired in the course of performing official
duties or because of the person’s official ca-
pacity,” within the meaning of §2.1(a).

Example (5): A National Institutes of
Health physician is subpoenaed in a private
medical malpractice action to provide expert
testimony in her specialty. The party re-
questing her testimony would be required to
obtain Agency head approval prior to her
testifying in response to the subpoena, be-
cause the expert testimony sought involves
“information acquired in the course of per-
forming official duties or because of the per-
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son’s official capacity,” within the meaning
of §2.1(a).

[62 FR 37146, Oct. 5, 1987, as amended at 556 FR
4611, Feb. 9, 1990; 68 FR 25838, May 14, 2003]

§2.2 Definitions.

Agency head refers to the head of the
relevant operating division or other
major component of the DHHS, or his
or her delegatee.

Agency head for the purposes of this
part means the following officials for
the components indicated:

(1) Office of the Secretary—Assistant
Secretary for Administration and Man-
agement;

(2) Administration on Aging—Assist-
ant Secretary for Aging;

(3) Administration for Children and
Families—Assistant Secretary for Chil-
dren and Families;

(4) Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality—Administrator;

(5) Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry—Administrator;

(6) Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention—Director;

(7) Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services—Administrator;

(8) Health Resources and Services Ad-
ministration—Administrator;

(9) Indian Health Service—Director;

(10) National Institutes of Health—
Director;

(11) Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration—Ad-
ministrator;

(12) Office of Inspector General—In-
spector General.

Employee of the Department includes
current and former:

(1) Commissioned officers in the Pub-
lic Health Service Commissioned
Corps, as well as regular and special
DHHS employees (except employees of
the Food and Drug Administration),
when they are performing the duties of
their regular positions, as well as when
they are performing duties in a tem-
porary assignment at DHHS or another
organization.

(2) Employees of intermediaries, car-
riers, Medicare Administrative Con-
tractors, Program Safeguard Contrac-
tors, and Recovery Audit Contractors,
and any successor entities, that per-
form one or more of the following func-
tions described in section 1874A or 1893
of the Social Security Act relating to
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