AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Federal Communications Commission

§5.84 Non-interference criterion.

Operation of an experimental radio
station is permitted only on the condi-
tion that harmful interference is not
caused to any station operating in ac-
cordance with the Table of Frequency
Allocation of part 2 of this chapter. If
harmful interference to an established
radio service occurs, upon becoming
aware of such harmful interference the
Experimental Radio Service licensee
shall immediately cease transmissions.
Furthermore, the licensee shall not re-
sume transmissions until the licensee
establishes to the satisfaction of the
Commission that further harmful in-
terference will not be caused to any es-
tablished radio service.

§5.85 Frequencies and policy gov-
erning frequency assignment.

(a)(1) Stations operating in the Ex-
perimental Radio Service may be au-
thorized to use any Federal or non-Fed-
eral frequency designated in the Table
of Frequency Allocations set forth in
part 2 of this chapter, provided that
the need for the frequency requested is
fully justified by the applicant. Sta-
tions authorized under Subparts E and
F are subject to additional restrictions.

(2) Applications to use any frequency
or frequency band exclusively allocated
to the passive services (including the
radio astronomy service) must include
an explicit justification of why nearby
bands that have non-passive alloca-
tions are not adequate for the experi-
ment. Such applications must also
state that the applicant acknowledges
that long term or multiple location use
of passive bands is not possible and
that the applicant intends to transi-
tion any long-term use to a band with
appropriate allocations.

(b) Frequency or frequency bands are
assigned to stations in the Experi-
mental Radio Service on a shared basis
and are not assigned for the exclusive
use of any one licensee. Frequency as-
signments may be restricted to speci-
fied geographical areas.

(c) Broadcast experimental radio sta-
tions. (1) The applicant shall select fre-
quencies best suited to the purpose of
the experimentation and on which
there appears to be the least likelihood
of interference to established stations.
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(2) Except as indicated only fre-
quencies allocated to broadcasting
service are assigned. If an experiment
cannot be feasibly conducted on fre-
quencies allocated to a broadcasting
service, an experimental station may
be authorized to operate on other fre-
quencies upon a satisfactory showing
of the need therefore and a showing
that the proposed operation can be con-
ducted without causing harmful inter-
ference to established services.

(d) Use of Public Safety Frequencies. (1)
Conventional experimental licenses. Ap-
plicants in the Experimental Radio
Service shall avoid use of public safety
frequencies identified in part 90 of this
chapter except when a compelling
showing is made that use of such fre-
quencies is in the public interest. If an
experimental license to use public safe-
ty radio frequencies is granted, the au-
thorization will include a condition re-
quiring the experimental licensee to
coordinate the operation with the ap-
propriate frequency coordinator or all
of the public safety licensees using the
frequencies in question in the experi-
menter’s proposed area of operation.

(2) Program experimental licenses. A
program licensee shall plan a program
of experimentation that avoids use of
public safety frequencies, and may only
operate on such frequencies when it
can make a compelling showing that
use of such frequencies is in the public
interest. A licensee planning to operate
on public safety frequencies must in-
corporate its public interest showing
into the narrative statement it pre-
pares under §5.309(a)(1), and must co-
ordinate, prior to operating, with the
appropriate frequency coordinator or
all of the public safety licensees that
operate on the frequencies in question
in the program experimental licensee’s
proposed area of operation

(e) The Commission may, at its dis-
cretion, condition any experimental li-
cense or STA on the requirement that
before commencing operation, the new
licensee coordinate its proposed facil-
ity with other licensees that may re-
ceive interference as a result of the
new licensee’s operations.
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