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Subpart A—Freedom of
Information Act

§5.1 General provisions.

(a)(1) This subpart A contains the
rules that the Department of Homeland
Security (Department) follows in proc-
essing requests for records under the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (b
U.S.C. 552). These rules should be read
together with the FOIA, which pro-
vides additional information about ac-
cess to records maintained by the De-
partment. Requests made by individ-
uals for records about themselves
under the Privacy Act of 1974 (6 U.S.C.
5562a), which are processed under sub-
part B of this part, are processed under
this subpart also. Information rou-
tinely provided to the public as part of
a regular Department activity (for ex-
ample, press releases issued by the As-
sistant Secretary for Public Affairs
may be provided to the public without
following this subpart).

(2) The provisions established by this
subpart shall apply to all Department
components that are transferred to the
Department. Except to the extent a De-
partment component has adopted sepa-
rate guidance under FOIA, the provi-
sions of this subpart shall apply to
each component of the Department.
Departmental components may issue
their own guidance under this subpart
pursuant to approval by the Depart-
ment.
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