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§7.2

State committees (‘‘county commit-
tees’” and ‘‘State committees,’”’ respec-
tively). State and county committees
will be under the general supervision of
the FSA Administrator.

(b) State and county committees, and
representatives and employees of those
committees, do not have authority to
modify or waive any of the provisions
of this part.

(c) State committees will take any
actions required by these regulations
that have not been taken by a county
committee. State committees will also:

(1) Correct, or require a county com-
mittee to correct, any action taken by
such county committee that is not in
accordance with this part, or

(2) Require a county committee to
withhold taking any action that is not
in accordance with this part.

(d) No provision or delegation to a
State or county committee will pre-
clude the FSA Administrator, or des-
ignee, from determining any question
arising under this part, or from revers-
ing or modifying any determination
made by a State or county committee.

(e) These regulations will be adminis-
tered in accordance with the Uniform
Guidelines for Conducting FSA County
Committee Elections.

(f) Unless specifically provided in
this part, the Deputy Administrator,
Field Operations, FSA (Deputy Admin-
istrator), is authorized to issue the of-
ficial instructions and procedures re-
ferred to in this part to implement the
provisions of this part.

(g) This part applies to the United
States, its territories, and Puerto Rico.

§7.2 General.

State and county committees will, as
directed by the Secretary, or a des-
ignee of the Secretary, carry out the
programs and functions of the Sec-
retary.

§7.3 Definitions.

The following definitions apply to
this part. The definitions in §718.2 of
this title also apply to this part, except
where they conflict with the defini-
tions in this section.

Cooperate means to enroll a farming
operation or agricultural property with
a county office.
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Deputy Administrator means Deputy
Administrator for Field Operations,
Farm Service Agency, U.S. Department
of Agriculture or the designee.

Local administrative area means an
elective area for FSA committees in a
single county or multi-county jurisdic-
tion.

Participate means to receive assist-
ance, services, or benefits directly from
the United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA), or from USDA indi-
rectly through another governmental
agency.

Socially disadvantaged farmer or ranch-
er is an individual or entity who is a
member of a group whose members
have been subject to racial, ethnic, or
gender prejudice because of their iden-
tity as members of a group without re-
gard to their individual qualities.
These groups consist of: American Indi-
ans or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks
or African Americans, Native Hawai-
ians or other Pacific Islanders, His-
panics, and women.

State committee means the FSA State
committee.

Uniform Guidelines means the Uni-
form Guidelines for Conducting Farm
Service Agency County Committee
Elections, which are available in FSA
Handbook 15-A0.

§7.4 Selection of committee members.

(a) State committee members will be
selected by the Secretary and will
serve at the pleasure of the Secretary.

(b) County committee members will
be elected as specified in §7.11 of this
part or appointed as specified in §7.17
of this part.

§7.5 Eligible voters.

(a) Persons must meet the require-
ments of paragraphs (b) or (c) of this
section to be eligible to vote in direct
elections of county committee mem-
bers.

(b) Farmers and ranchers who are of
legal voting age in the State in which
their farms or ranches are located, re-
gardless of race, color, national origin,
gender, religion, age, disability, polit-
ical beliefs, sexual orientation, and
marital or family status, and any farm-
ers or ranchers not of legal voting age
who are in charge of the supervision
and conduct of the farming operations

348



Office of the Secretary, USDA

on an entire farm, are eligible to vote
for direct election of county committee
members, if they:

(1) Participated in a program admin-
istered within a county, or area under
the jurisdiction of the county com-
mittee, within 1 year of the date of the
election; or

(2) Not later than the final date to re-
turn ballots, cooperate as evidenced in
county office records.

(c) In any State having a community
property law, the spouse of a person
who is eligible to vote in accordance
with paragraph (b) of this section is
also eligible to vote.

(d) If an eligible voter is a legal enti-
ty, the eligible voter’s vote may be
cast by a duly authorized representa-
tive of such entity, as determined by
the Deputy Administrator, Field Oper-
ations, FSA.

(e) Each county office will maintain
a list of eligible voters for each local
administrative area within the county.
A county office must disclose a list
containing the names of eligible voters
to the public. A county office must dis-
close a list containing the names and
addresses of eligible voters to a can-
didate for a county committee position
at the request of the candidate.

(f) Farmers and ranchers who are not
on the list of eligible voters who be-
lieve that they meet eligibility re-
quirements may file a written chal-
lenge with the county committee and
may appeal county committee voting
ineligibility determinations to the
State committee.

(g) Each eligible voter will be enti-
tled to only one ballot in any election
held in any one local administrative
area. If the eligible voter has an inter-
est in land located in more than one
local administrative area in a single
county, such voter will not be entitled
to vote in more than one local adminis-
trative area in that county. There will
be no voting by proxy.

§7.6 Establishment of local adminis-
trative areas.

(a) The Secretary, or the Secretary’s
designee, may designate local adminis-
trative areas within a county or a larg-
er area under the jurisdiction of a
county committee.

§7.7

(1) There will be a minimum of three
local administrative areas in each
county. In counties that have been
combined or consolidated into a mul-
tiple county office, there will be 3 to 11
local administrative areas. In single-
county offices, there will be three to
five local administrative areas. With
respect to Alaska and Puerto Rico, the
county will be the area so designated
by the State committees. In Louisiana,
the term ‘‘county’ applies to parishes.

(2) BEach local administrative area
will have not more than one elected
county committee member.

(3) The boundaries of the local ad-
ministrative areas will be determined
by the State committee after consid-
ering recommendations by the county
committee in which the local adminis-
trative areas are located.

(4) The county committee must give
public notice of the local administra-
tive area boundaries in advance of the
election and nomination processes.

(b) [Reserved]

§7.7 Calling of elections.

(a) The Secretary will establish a
county committee in each county or
area under the jurisdiction of a mul-
tiple county office.

(b) Each election of county com-
mittee members must be held on a
date, or within a specified period of
time, determined by the Deputy Ad-
ministrator. Each such election must
be held in accordance with instructions
issued by the Deputy Administrator,
and the instructions must be available
for public examination in each county
office.

(c) If the number of eligible voters
voting in any election of county com-
mittee members is so small that the
State committee determines that the
result of that election does not rep-
resent the views of a substantial num-
ber of eligible voters, the State com-
mittee may declare the election void
and call a new election. If it is deter-
mined by the State committee that the
election for any position on a county
committee has not been held substan-
tially in accordance with official in-
structions, the State committee will
declare such election void and call a
new election.
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