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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 71.19 

§ 71.17 Interstate movement of dead 
poultry or other animals prohibited 
in same car with live poultry or 
other animals. 

No dead poultry or other animals 
shall be offered or accepted for trans-
portation or transported in the same 
car with live poultry or other animals 
from the original point of shipment in 
any State or Territory or the District 
of Columbia to or through any other 
State, Territory, or the District of Co-
lumbia. 

[28 FR 5937, June 13, 1963, as amended at 34 
FR 15642, Oct. 9, 1969] 

§ 71.18 [Reserved] 

§ 71.19 Identification of swine in inter-
state commerce. 

(a)(1) Except as provided in para-
graphs (c) and (g) of this section, no 
swine may be sold, transported, re-
ceived for transportation, or offered for 
sale or transportation, in interstate 
commerce, unless each swine is identi-
fied at whichever of the following 
comes first: 

(i) The point of first commingling of 
the swine in interstate commerce with 
swine from any other source; 

(ii) Upon unloading of the swine in 
interstate commerce at any livestock 
market; 

(iii) Upon transfer of ownership of 
the swine in interstate commerce; or 

(iv) Upon arrival of the swine in 
interstate commerce at their final des-
tination. 

(2) The identification shall be by 
means of identification approved by 
the Administrator and listed in para-
graph (b) of this section. All swine 
shall remain so identified while they 
are in interstate commerce. 

(3) Each person who buys or sells, for 
his or her own account or as the agent 
of the buyer or seller, transports, re-
ceives for transportation, offers for 
sale or transportation, or otherwise 
handles swine in interstate commerce, 
is responsible for the identification of 
the swine as provided by this section. 

(b) Means of swine identification ap-
proved by the Administrator are: 

(1) Official eartags, when used on any 
swine; 

(2) United States Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) approved backtag, 

when used on swine moving to slaugh-
ter; 

(3) Official swine tattoos, when used 
on swine moving to slaughter, when 
the use of the official swine tattoo has 
been requested by a user or the State 
animal health official, and the Admin-
istrator authorizes its use in writing 
based on a determination that the tat-
too will be retained and visible on the 
carcass of the swine after slaughter, so 
as to provide identification of the 
swine; 

(4) Tattoos of at least 4-characters 
when used on swine moving to slaugh-
ter, except sows and boars as provided 
in § 78.33 of this chapter; 

(5) Ear notching when used on any 
swine, if the ear notching has been re-
corded in the book of record of a pure-
bred registry association; 

(6) Tattoos on the ear or inner flank 
of any swine, if the tattoos have been 
recorded in the book of record of a 
swine registry association; 

(7) For slaughter swine and feeder 
swine, an eartag or tattoo bearing the 
premises identification number as-
signed by the State animal health offi-
cial to the premises on which the swine 
originated; and 

(8) Any other official identification 
device or method that is approved by 
the Administrator. 

(c) Swine that are kept as a group are 
not required to be individually identi-
fied when in interstate commerce if: 

(1) They were born on the same prem-
ises; 

(2) They were raised on the same 
premises where they were born; 

(3) They are moved in a group di-
rectly to a slaughtering establishment 
from the place where they were raised; 

(4) They are not mixed with swine 
from any other premises, between the 
time they are born and the time they 
arrive at the slaughtering establish-
ment; and 

(5) They are slaughtered one after an-
other, as a group, and not mixed with 
other swine at slaughter; or approved 
identification is applied to the swine 
after entry into the slaughtering estab-
lishment. 

(d) Serial numbers of United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) ap-
proved backtag and official swine tat-
toos will be assigned to each person 
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