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§9.15

copy, microform, audio-visual mate-
rials, disk, magnetic tape, or machine
readable documentation, among others.

Educational institution means an in-
stitution that operates a program or
programs of scholarly research. Edu-
cational institution refers to a pre-
school, a public or private elementary
or secondary school, an institution of
graduate higher education, an institu-
tion of undergraduate higher edu-
cation, an institution of professional
education, or an institution of voca-
tional education.

Freedom of Information Act and Pri-
vacy Act Officer means the NRC official
designated to fulfill the responsibilities
for implementing and administering
the Freedom of Information Act and
the Privacy Act as specifically des-
ignated under the regulations in this
part.

Noncommercial scientific institution
means an institution that is not oper-
ated on a commercial basis, as the
term ‘‘commercial” is referred to in
the definition of ‘‘commercial-use re-
quest,” and is operated solely for the
purpose of conducting scientific re-
search, the results of which are not in-
tended to promote any particular prod-
uct or industry.

Office, unless otherwise indicated,
means all offices, boards, panels, and
advisory committees of the NRC.

Record means any information that
would be an agency record subject to
the requirements of the Freedom of In-
formation Act when maintained by the
NRC in any format, including an elec-
tronic format. Record also includes a
book, paper, map, drawing, diagram,
photograph, brochure, punch card,
magnetic tape, paper tape, sound re-
cording, pamphlet, slide, motion pic-
ture, or other documentary material
regardless of form or characteristics.
Record does not include an object or
article such as a structure, furniture, a
tangible exhibit or model, a vehicle, or
piece of equipment.

Representative of the news media
means any person actively gathering
news for an entity that is organized
and operated to publish or broadcast
news to the public. The term news
means information that is about cur-
rent events or that would be of current
interest to the public. Examples of
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news media entities include television
or radio stations broadcasting to the
public at large, and publishers of peri-
odicals (but only in those instances
when they can qualify as disseminators
of “news’) who make their products
available for purchase or subscriptions
by the general public.

Review time means the period devoted
to examining records retrieved in re-
sponse to a request to determine
whether they are exempt from disclo-
sure in whole or in part. Review time
also includes the period devoted to ex-
amining records to determine which
Freedom of Information Act exemp-
tions, if any, are applicable and identi-
fying records, or portions thereof, to be
disclosed.

Search time means the period devoted
to looking for agency records, either
manually or by automated means, for
the purpose of locating those records
that are responsive to a request. This
includes a page-by-page or line-by-line
identification of responsive informa-
tion within the records.

Unusual circumstances mean—

(1) The need to search for and collect
the requested records from field facili-
ties or other establishments that are
separate from the office processing the
request;

(2) The need to search for, collect,
and appropriately examine a volumi-
nous amount of separate and distinct
records demanded in a single request;
or

(3) The need for consultation, which
will be conducted with all practicable
speed, with another agency having a
substantial interest in the determina-
tion of the request or among two or
more components of the NRC having
substantial subject-matter interest
therein.

[63 FR 2876, Jan. 20, 1998, as amended at 70
FR 34306, June 14, 2005]

§9.15 Availability of records.

The NRC will make available for pub-
lic inspection and copying any reason-
ably described agency record in the
possession and control of the NRC
under the provisions of this subpart,
and upon request by any person.
Records will be made available in any
form or format requested by a person if
the record is readily reproducible by
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NRC in that form or format. NRC will
make reasonable efforts to maintain
its records in forms or formats that are
reproducible. NRC will make reason-
able efforts to search for records in
electronic form or format when re-
quested, except when these efforts
would significantly interfere with the
operation of any of the NRC’s auto-
mated information systems. Records
that the NRC routinely makes publicly
available are described in §9.21. Proce-
dures and conditions governing re-
quests for records are set forth in §9.23.

§9.17 Agency records
public disclosure.

exempt from

(a) The following types of agency
records are exempt from public disclo-
sure under §9.15:

(1) Records—

(i) That are specifically authorized
under criteria established by an Execu-
tive Order to be kept secret in the in-
terest of national defense or foreign
policy, and

(ii) That are in fact properly classi-
fied pursuant to such Executive Order;

(2) Records related solely to the in-
ternal personnel rules and practices of
the agency;

(3) Records specifically exempted
from disclosure by statute (other than
5 U.S.C. 552b), provided that the stat-
ute—

(1) Requires that the matters be with-
held from the public in a manner that
leaves no discretion on the issue; or

(ii) Establishes particular criteria for
withholding or refers to particular
types of matters to be withheld;

(4) Trade secrets and commercial or
financial information obtained from a
person that are privileged or confiden-
tial;

(5) Interagency or intra-agency mem-
orandums or letters that would not be
available by law to a party other than
an agency in litigation with the agen-
Ccy;

(6) Personnel and medical files and
similar files, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy;

(7) Records or information compiled
for law enforcement purposes, but only
to the extent that the production of
these law enforcement records or infor-
mation—

§9.17

(i) Could reasonably be expected to

interfere with enforcement pro-
ceedings;

(ii) Would deprive a person of a right
to a fair trial or an impartial adjudica-
tion;

(iii) Could reasonably be expected to
constitute an unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy;

(iv) Could reasonably be expected to
disclose the identity of a confidential
source, including a State, local, or for-
eign agency or authority, or any pri-
vate institution which furnished infor-
mation on a confidential basis, and, in
the case of a record or information
compiled by a criminal law enforce-
ment authority in the course of a
criminal investigation, or by an agency
conducting a lawful national security
intelligence investigation, or informa-
tion furnished by a confidential source;

(v) Would disclose techniques and
procedures for law enforcement inves-
tigations or prosecutions, or would dis-
close guidelines for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, if the
disclosure could reasonably be ex-
pected to risk circumvention of the
law; or

(vi) Could reasonably be expected to
endanger the life or physical safety of
any individual;

(8) Matters contained in or related to
examination, operating, or condition
reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for
the use of any agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of finan-
cial institutions; or

(9) Geological and geophysical infor-
mation and data, including maps, con-
cerning wells.

(b) Nothing in this subpart author-
izes withholding of information or lim-
iting the availability of records to the
public except as specifically provided
in this part, nor is this subpart author-
ity to withhold information from Con-
gress.

(c) Whenever a request is made that
involves access to agency records de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(7) of this sec-
tion, the NRC may, during only the
time as that circumstance continues,
treat the records as not subject to the
requirements of this subpart when—

(1) The investigation or proceeding
involves a possible violation of crimi-
nal law; and
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