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Subpart B [Reserved]

AUTHORITY: Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
secs. 161, 193 (42 U.S.C. 2201, 2243); Energy Re-
organization Act of 1974, secs. 201, 202 (42
U.S.C. 5841, 5842); National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4332, 4334, 4335);
Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, secs. 144(f),
121, 135, 141, 148 (42 U.S.C. 10134(f), 10141, 10155,
10161, 10168); 44 U.S.C. 3504 note.

Sections 51.20, 51.30, 51.60, 51.80, and 51.97
also issued under Nuclear Waste Policy Act
secs. 135, 141, 148 (42 U.S.C. 10155, 10161, 10168).

Section 51.22 also issued under Atomic En-
ergy Act sec. 274 (42 U.S.C. 2021) and under
Nuclear Waste Policy Act sec. 121 (42 U.S.C.
10141).

Sections 51.43, 51.67, and 51.109 also issued
under Nuclear Waste Policy Act sec. 114(f) (42
U.S.C. 10134()).

SOURCE: 49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, unless
otherwise noted.

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to
part 51 appear at 80 FR 74980, Dec. 1, 2015.

§51.1 Scope.

This part contains environmental
protection regulations applicable to
NRC’s domestic licensing and related
regulatory functions. These regula-
tions do not apply to export licensing
matters within the scope of part 110 of
this chapter or to any environmental
effects which NRC’s domestic licensing
and related regulatory functions may
have upon the environment of foreign
nations. Subject to these limitations,
the regulations in this part implement:

(a) Section 102(2) of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended.

§51.4

§51.2 Subparts.

(a) The regulations in subpart A of
this part implement section 102(2) of
the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969, as amended.

§51.3 Resolution of conflict.

In any conflict between a general
rule in subpart A of this part and a spe-
cial rule in another subpart of this part
or another part of this chapter applica-
ble to a particular type of proceeding,
the special rule governs.

§51.4 Definitions.

As used in this part:

Act means the Atomic Energy Act of
1954 (Pub. L. 83-703, 68 Stat. 919) includ-
ing any amendments thereto.

Commission means the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission or its authorized
representatives.

Construction means:

(1) For production and utilization fa-
cilities, the activities in paragraph
(1)) of this definition, and does not
mean the activities in paragraph (1)(ii)
of this definition.

(i) Activities constituting construc-
tion are the driving of piles, subsurface
preparation, placement of backfill,
concrete, or permanent retaining walls
within an excavation, installation of
foundations, or in-place assembly,
erection, fabrication, or testing, which
are for:

(A) Safety-related structures, sys-
tems, or components (SSCs) of a facil-
ity, as defined in 10 CFR 50.2;

(B) SSCs relied upon to mitigate ac-
cidents or transients or used in plant
emergency operating procedures;

(C) SSCs whose failure could prevent
safety-related SSCs from fulfilling
their safety-related function;

(D) SSCs whose failure could cause a
reactor scram or actuation of a safety-
related system;

(E) SSCs necessary to comply with 10
CFR part 73;

(F) SSCs necessary to comply with 10
CFR 50.48 and criterion 3 of 10 CFR part
50, appendix A; and

(G) Onsite emergency facilities (i.e.,
technical support and operations sup-
port centers), necessary to comply with
10 CFR 50.47 and 10 CFR part 50, appen-
dix E.

(ii) Construction does not include:
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