
240 

15 CFR Subtitle B, Ch. I (1–1–16 Edition) § 30.2 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP). The border agency within the 
Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) charged with the management, 
control, and protection of our Nation’s 
borders at and between the official 
ports of entry of the United States. 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE). An agency within the DHS 
that is responsible for enforcing cus-
toms, immigration and related laws 
and investigating violations of laws to 
secure the Nation’s borders. 

U.S. principal party in interest 
(USPPI). The person or legal entity in 
the United States that receives the pri-
mary benefit, monetary or otherwise, 
from the export transaction. Generally, 
that person or entity is the U.S. seller, 
manufacturer, or order party, or the 
foreign entity while in the United 
States when purchasing or obtaining 
the goods for export. 

Value. The selling price (or the cost if 
the goods are not sold) in U.S. dollars, 
plus inland or domestic freight, insur-
ance, and other charges to the U.S. sea-
port, airport, or land border port of ex-
port. Cost of goods is the sum of ex-
penses incurred in the USPPI’s acquisi-
tion or production of the goods. (See 
§ 30.6(a)(17)). 

Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). A 
number issued by the manufacturer 
and used for the identification of a self- 
propelled vehicle. 

Verify message. An electronic response 
sent to the filer by the AES when an 
unlikely condition is found. 

Violation of the FTR. Failure of the 
USPPI, FPPI, authorized agent of the 
USPPI, FPPI, carrier, or other party to 
the transaction to comply with the re-
quirements set forth in 15 CFR 30, for 
each export shipment. 

Voluntary Self-Disclosure (VSD). A 
narrative account with supporting doc-
umentation that sufficiently describes 
suspected violations of the FTR. A 
VSD reflects due diligence in detect-
ing, and correcting potential viola-
tion(s) when required information was 
not reported or when incorrect infor-
mation was provided that violates the 
FTR. 

Warning message. An electronic re-
sponse sent to the filer by the AES 
when certain incomplete and con-

flicting data reporting conditions are 
encountered. 

Wholesaler/distributor. An agent who 
sells directly for a supplier and main-
tains an inventory of the supplier’s 
products. 

Written authorization. An authoriza-
tion, in writing, by the USPPI or FPPI 
stating that the agent has authority to 
act as the USPPI’s or FPPI’s true and 
lawful agent for purposes of preparing 
and filing the EEI in accordance with 
the laws and regulations of the United 
States. (See Appendix A of this part.) 

Zone admission number. A unique and 
sequential number assigned by a FTZ 
operator or user for shipments admit-
ted to a zone. 

[73 FR 31555, June 2, 2008, as amended at 74 
FR 38916, Aug. 5, 2009; 78 FR 16373, Mar. 14, 
2013] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: At 78 FR 16373, Mar. 14, 
2013, in § 30.1, the term ‘‘Kimberly Process 
Certificate (KPC)’’ was added to the defini-
tions; however, the amendment could not be 
incorporated because of the inaccurate 
amendatory instruction. 

§ 30.2 General requirements for filing 
Electronic Export Information 
(EEI). 

(a) Filing requirements—(1) The EEI 
shall be filed through the AES by the 
United States Principal Party In Inter-
est (USPPI), the USPPI’s authorized 
agent, or the authorized U.S. agent of 
the Foreign Principal Party In Interest 
(FPPI) for all exports of physical 
goods, including shipments moving 
pursuant to orders received over the 
Internet. The Automated Export Sys-
tem (AES) is the electronic system for 
collecting Shipper’s Export Declara-
tion (SED) (or any successor document) 
information from persons exporting 
goods from the United States, Puerto 
Rico, Foreign Trade Zones (FTZs) lo-
cated in the United States or Puerto 
Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, between 
Puerto Rico and the United States, and 
to the U.S. Virgin Islands from the 
United States or Puerto Rico. Excep-
tions, exclusions, and exemptions to 
this requirement are provided for in 
paragraph (d) of this section and Sub-
part D of this part. References to the 
AES also shall apply to AESDirect un-
less otherwise specified. For purposes 
of the regulations in this part, the SED 
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information shall be referred to as EEI. 
Filing through the AES shall be done 
in accordance with the definitions, 
specifications, and requirements of the 
regulations in this part for all export 
shipments, except as specifically ex-
cluded in § 30.2(d) or exempted in Sub-
part D of this part, when shipped as fol-
lows: 

(i) To foreign countries or areas, in-
cluding free (foreign trade) zones lo-
cated therein (see § 30.36 for exemptions 
for shipments from the United States 
to Canada) from any of the following: 

(A) The United States, including the 
50 states and the District of Columbia. 

(B) Puerto Rico. 
(C) FTZs located in the United States 

or Puerto Rico. 
(D) The U.S. Virgin Islands. 
(ii) Between any of the following non-

foreign areas including goods pre-
viously admitted to customs ware-
houses or FTZs and moving under a 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) bond: 

(A) To Puerto Rico from the United 
States. 

(B) To the United States from Puerto 
Rico. 

(C) To the U.S. Virgin Islands from 
the United States or Puerto Rico. 

(iii) The EEI shall be filed for goods 
moving as described in paragraphs 
(a)(1)(i) and (ii) of this section by any 
mode of transportation. (Instructions 
for filing EEI for vessels, aircraft, rail-
way cars, and other carriers when sold 
while outside the areas described in 
paragraphs (a)(1)(i) and (ii) are covered 
in § 30.26.) 

(iv) Notwithstanding exemptions in 
Subpart D, EEI shall be filed for the 
following types of export shipments, 
regardless of value: 

(A) Requiring a Department of Com-
merce, Bureau of Industry and Secu-
rity (BIS) license (15 CFR 730–774). 

(B) Requiring a Department of State, 
Directorate of Defense Trade Controls 
(DDTC) license under the International 
Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) (22 
CFR Parts 120 through 130). 

(C) Subject to the ITAR, but exempt 
from license requirements. 

(D) Requiring a Department of Jus-
tice, Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA) export permit (21 CFR 1312). 

(E) Requiring a general or specific 
export license issued by the U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission under 10 
CFR part 110. 

(F) Requiring an export license 
issued by any other federal government 
agency. 

(G) Classified as rough diamonds 
under 6-digit HS subheadings 7102.10, 
7102.21, and 7102.31. 

(H) Used self-propelled vehicles as de-
fined in 19 CFR 192.1 of U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection regulations, ex-
cept as noted in CBP regulations. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a)(1)(iv): For the fil-
ing requirement for exports destined for a 
country in Country Group E:1 as set forth in 
the Supplement No. 1 to 15 CFR part 740, see 
FTR § 30.16. 

(2) Filing methods. The USPPI has 
four means for filing EEI: use 
AESDirect; develop AES software using 
the AESTIR (see <www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/ 
trade/automated/aes/techldocs/aestir/>); 
purchase software developed by cer-
tified vendors using the AESTIR; or 
use an authorized agent. An FPPI can 
only use an authorized agent in a rout-
ed transaction. 

(b) General requirements—(1) The EEI 
shall be filed prior to exportation (see 
§ 30.4) unless the USPPI has been ap-
proved to submit export data on a 
postdeparture basis (see § 30.5(c)). Ship-
ments requiring a license or license ex-
emption may be filed postdeparture 
only when the appropriate licensing 
agency has granted the USPPI author-
ization. See Subpart B of this part. 

(2) Specific data elements required 
for EEI filing are contained in § 30.6. 

(3) The AES downtime procedures 
provide uniform instructions for proc-
essing export transactions when the 
government’s AES or AESDirect is un-
available for transmission. (See 
§ 30.4(b)(1) and § 30.4(b)(3).) 

(4) Instructions for particular types 
of transactions and exemptions from 
these requirements are found in Sub-
parts C and D of this part. 

(5) The EEI is required to be filed in 
the AES prior to export for shipments 
by vessel going directly to the coun-
tries identified in U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection regulations 19 CFR 
4.75(c) and by aircraft going directly or 
indirectly to those countries. (See U.S. 
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Customs and Border Protection regula-
tions 19 CFR 122.74(b)(2).) 

(c) Certification and filing require-
ments. Filers of EEI shall be required to 
meet application, certification, and fil-
ing requirements before being approved 
to submit EEI. Steps leading toward 
approval for the AES or the AESDirect 
filing include the following processes: 
(See § 30.5 for specific application, cer-
tification, and filing standards applica-
ble to AES and AESDirect submis-
sions.) 

(1) Submission of an electronic AES 
Participant Application (APA) for AES 
filing or submission of an online reg-
istration for filing through http:// 
www.census.gov/aes. 

(2) Successful completion of certifi-
cation testing for AES or for AESDirect 
filing. 

(d) Exclusions from filing EEI. The fol-
lowing types of transactions are out-
side the scope of this part and shall be 
excluded from EEI filing. 

(1) Goods shipped under CBP bond 
through the United States, Puerto 
Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Islands from 
one foreign country or area to another 
where such goods do not enter the con-
sumption channels of the United 
States. 

(2) Except Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, goods shipped from the 
U.S. territories and goods shipped be-
tween the United States and these ter-
ritories do not require EEI filing. How-
ever, goods transiting U.S. territories 
to foreign destinations require EEI fil-
ing. 

(3) Electronic transmissions and in-
tangible transfers. (See Subpart B of 
this part for export control require-
ments for these types of transactions.) 

(4) Goods shipped to Guantanamo 
Bay Naval Base in Cuba from the 
United States, Puerto Rico, or the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and from Guantanamo 
Bay Naval Base to the United States, 
Puerto Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
(See § 30.39 for filing requirements for 
shipments exported to the U.S. Armed 
Services.) 

(5) Goods licensed by a U.S. federal 
government agency where the country 
of ultimate destination is the United 
States or goods destined to inter-
national waters where the person(s) or 
entity assuming control of the item(s) 

is a citizen or permanent resident alien 
of the United States or a juridical enti-
ty organized under the laws of the 
United States or a jurisdiction within 
the United States. 

(e) Penalties. Failure of the USPPI, 
the authorized agent of either the 
USPPI or the FPPI, the exporting car-
rier, or any other person subject there-
to to comply with any of the require-
ments of the regulations in this part 
renders such persons subject to the 
penalties provided for in Subpart H of 
this part. 

[73 FR 31555, June 2, 2008, as amended at 78 
FR 16375, Mar. 14, 2013] 

§ 30.3 Electronic Export Information 
filer requirements, parties to export 
transactions, and responsibilities of 
parties to export transactions. 

(a) General requirements. The filer of 
EEI for export transactions is either 
the USPPI, or the U.S. authorized 
agent. All EEI submitted to the AES 
shall be complete, correct, and based 
on personal knowledge of the facts 
stated or on information furnished by 
the parties to the export transaction. 
The filer shall be physically located in 
the United States at the time of filing, 
have an EIN or DUNS and be certified 
to report in the AES. In the event that 
the filer does not have an EIN or 
DUNS, the filer must obtain an EIN 
from the Internal Revenue Service. The 
filer is responsible for the truth, accu-
racy, and completeness of the EEI, ex-
cept insofar as that party can dem-
onstrate that it reasonably relied on 
information furnished by other respon-
sible persons participating in the 
transaction. All parties involved in ex-
port transactions, including U.S. au-
thorized agents, should be aware that 
invoices and other commercial docu-
ments may not necessarily contain all 
the information needed to prepare the 
EEI. The parties shall ensure that all 
information needed for reporting to the 
AES, including correct export licensing 
information, is provided to the U.S. au-
thorized agent for the purpose of cor-
rectly preparing the EEI. 

(b) Parties to the export transaction— 
(1) Principal parties in interest. Those 
persons in a transaction that receive 
the primary benefit, monetary or oth-
erwise, are considered principal parties 
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