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§206.65

Public hearings in investigations
under section 422(b) of the Act are pro-
vided for in §206.5(b).

Public hearing.

§206.66 Limited disclosure of certain

confidential business information
under administrative protective
order.

In an investigation under section
422(b) of the Trade Act, the Secretary
shall make confidential business infor-
mation available to authorized appli-
cants, subject to the provisions of
§206.17.

§206.67 Time for determination and
report.

(a) In an investigation under section
422(b) of the Trade Act, the Commis-
sion will transmit its determination
under that section of the Act to the
President and the Trade Representa-
tive at the earliest practical time, but
not later than 45 days after the date on
which the petition is filed, the request
or resolution is received, or the motion
is adopted, as the case may be. The
Commission shall issue and transmit
its report on the determination not
later than 10 days after the determina-
tion is issued.

(b) In a review under section 422(j) of
the Trade Act, the Commission will re-
port its determination to the President
not later than 60 days after the notifi-
cation described in that section of the
Act.

§206.68 Public report.

Upon making a report to the Presi-
dent of the results of an investigation
under section 422(b) or a review under
section 422(j) of the Trade Act, the
Commission will make such report pub-
lic (with the exception of information
which the Commission determines to
be confidential) and cause a summary
thereof to be published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

97

Pt. 207

PART 207—INVESTIGATIONS OF
WHETHER INJURY TO DOMESTIC
INDUSTRIES RESULTS FROM IM-
PORTS SOLD AT LESS THAN FAIR
VALUE OR FROM SUBSIDIZED EX-
PORTS TO THE UNITED STATES

Sec.
207.1 Applicability of part.

Subpart A—General Provisions

207.2 Definitions applicable to part 207.

207.3 Service, filing, and certification of
documents.

207.4 The record.

207.5 Ex parte meetings.

207.6 [Reserved]

207.7 Limited disclosure of certain business
proprietary information under adminis-
trative protective order.

207.8 Questionnaires to have the force of
subpoenas; subpoena enforcement.

Subpart B—Preliminary Determinations

207.10 Filing of petition with the Commis-
sion.

207.11 Contents of petition.

207.12 Notice of preliminary phase of inves-
tigation.

207.13 Cooperation with administering au-
thority; preliminary phase of investiga-
tion.

207.14 Negative petition determination.

207.15 Written briefs and conference.

207.16 [Reserved]

207.17 Staff report.

207.18 Notice of preliminary determination.

Subpart C—Final Determinations, Short Life
Cycle Products

207.20 Investigative activity following pre-
liminary determination.

207.21 Final phase notice of scheduling.

207.22 Prehearing and final staff reports.

207.23 Prehearing brief.

207.24 Hearing.

207.25 Posthearing briefs.

207.26 Statements by nonparties.

207.27 Short life cycle products.

207.28 Anticircumvention.

207.29 Publication of notice of determina-
tion.

207.30 Comment on information.

Subpart D—Terminated, Suspended, and
Continued Investigations, Investiga-
fions to Review Negofiated Agree-
ments, and Investigations To Review
Outstanding Determinations

207.40 Termination and suspension of inves-
tigation.



§207.1

207.41 Commission review of agreements to
eliminate the injurious effect of sub-
sidized imports or imports sold at less
than fair value.

207.42 Investigation continued upon request.

207.43 [Reserved]

207.44 Consolidation of investigations.

207.45 Investigation to review outstanding
determination.

207.46 Investigations concerning
countervailing duty orders.

certain

Subpart E—Judicial Review

207.50 Judicial review.

207.51 Judicial review of denial of applica-
tion for disclosure of certain business
proprietary information under adminis-
trative protective order.

Subpart F—Five-Year Reviews

207.60 Definitions.

207.61 Responses to notice of institution.

207.62 Rulings on adequacy and nature of
Commission review.

207.63 Circulation of draft questionnaires.

207.64 Staff reports.

207.65 Prehearing briefs.

207.66 Hearing.

207.67 Posthearing briefs and statements.

207.68 Final comments on information.

207.69 Publication of determinations.

Subpart G—Implementing Regulations for
the North American Free Trade Agreement

207.90 Scope.

207.91 Definitions.

207.92 Procedures for commencing review of
final determinations.

207.93 Protection of proprietary information
during panel and committee proceedings.

207.94 Protection of privileged information
during panel and committee proceedings.

PROCEDURES FOR IMPOSING SANCTIONS FOR
VIOLATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF A PROTEC-
TIVE ORDER ISSUED DURING PANEL AND COM-
MITTEE PROCEEDINGS

207.100 Sanctions.

207.101 Reporting of prohibited act and com-
mencement of investigation.

207.102 Initiation of proceedings.

207.103 Charging letter.

207.104 Response to charging letter.

207.105 Confidentiality.

207.106 Interim measures.

207.107 Motions.

207.108 Preliminary conference.

207.109 Discovery.

207.110 Subpoenas.

207.111 Prehearing conference.

207.112 Hearings.

207.113 The record.

207.114 Initial determination.

207.115 Petition for review.

98

19 CFR Ch. Il (4-1-16 Edition)

207.116 Commission review on its own mo-
tion.

207.117 Review by Commission.

207.118 Role of the General Counsel in advis-
ing the Commission.

207.119 Reconsideration.

207.120 Public notice of sanctions.

AUTHORITY: 19 U.S.C. 1336, 1671-1677n, 2482,
3513.

SOURCE: 44 FR 76468, Dec. 26, 1979, unless
otherwise noted.

§207.1 Applicability of part.

Part 207 applies to proceedings of the
Commission under section b516A and
title VII of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19
U.S.C. 1303, 1516A and 1671-1677n) (the
Act), other than investigations under
section 783 (19 U.S.C. 1677n), which will
be conducted pursuant to procedures
specified by the Office of the United
States Trade Representative.

[61 FR 37829, July 22, 1996]
Subpart A—General Provisions

SOURCE: 56 FR 11923, Mar. 21, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

§207.2 Definitions applicable to part
2

For the purposes of this part, the fol-
lowing terms have the meanings here-
by assigned to them:

(a) The term the Act means: The Tar-
iff Act of 1930, as amended.

(b) The term administering authority
means: The Secretary of Commerce, or
any other officer of the United States
to whom the responsibility for carrying
out the duties of the administering au-
thority under section 303 or title VII of
the Act is transferred by law.

(c) The term Director means: The in-
cumbent Commission Director or Act-
ing Director, Office of Operations, or,
in the absence of either, a person des-
ignated by the Director.

(d) The term ex parte meeting means:
Any communication between

(1) Any interested party or other per-
son providing factual information in
connection with an investigation, and

(2) Any Commissioner, or member of
a Commissioner’s staff, in which less
than all parties participate, and which
is not a hearing or conference for
which an opportunity to participate is
given to the parties.
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(e) The term injury means: Material
injury or threat of material injury to
an industry in the United States, or
material retardation of the establish-
ment of an industry in the United
States, by reason of imports into the
United States of subject merchandise
which is found by the administering
authority to be subsidized, or sold, or
likely to be sold, at less than its fair
value.

(f) The term record means:

(1) All information presented to or
obtained by the Commission during the
course of an investigation, including
completed questionnaires, any infor-
mation obtained from the admin-
istering authority, written commu-
nications from any person filed with
the Secretary, staff reports, all govern-
mental memoranda pertaining to the
case, and the record of ex parte meet-
ings required to be kept pursuant to
section 777(a)(3) of the Act; and

(2) A copy of all Commission orders
and determinations, all transcripts or
records of conferences or hearings, and
all notices published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER concerning the investigation.

(g) The term coalition or trade associa-
tion as used in an investigation referred
to in section 771(9)(G) of the Act means
a coalition or trade association which
is representative of domestic proc-

essors, domestic processors and pro-
ducers, or domestic processors and
growers.

[44 FR 76468, Dec. 26, 1979, as amended at 60
FR 21, Jan. 3, 1995]

§207.3 Service, filing, and certification
of documents.

(a) Certification. Any person submit-
ting factual information on behalf of
the petitioner or any other interested
party for inclusion in the record, and
any person submitting a response to a
Commission questionnaire, must cer-
tify that such information is accurate
and complete to the best of the submit-
ter’s knowledge.

(b) Service. Any party submitting a
document for inclusion in the record of
the investigation shall, in addition to
complying with §201.8 of this chapter,
serve a copy of each such document on
all other parties to the investigation in
the manner prescribed in §201.16 of this
chapter. If a document is filed before
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the Secretary’s issuance of the service
list provided for in §201.11 of this chap-
ter or the administrative protective
order list provided for in §207.7, the
document need not be accompanied by
a certificate of service, but the docu-
ment shall be served on all appropriate
parties within two (2) days of the
issuance of the service list or the ad-
ministrative protective order list and a
certificate of service shall then be
filed. Notwithstanding §201.16 of this
chapter, petitions, briefs, requests to
close a portion of the hearing, com-
ments on requests to close a portion of
the hearing, and testimony filed by
parties pursuant to §§207.10, 207.15,
207.23, 207.24, 207.25, 207.65, 207.66, and
207.67, shall be served by hand or, if
served by mail, by overnight mail or
its equivalent. Failure to comply with
the requirements of this rule may re-
sult in removal from status as a party
to the investigation. The Commission
shall make available to all parties to
the investigation a copy of each docu-
ment, except transcripts of conferences
and hearings, business proprietary in-
formation, privileged information, and
information required to be served
under this section, placed in the record
of the investigation by the Commis-
sion.

(c) Filing. Documents to be filed with
the Commission must comply with ap-
plicable rules, including §201.8 of this
chapter. If the Commission establishes
a deadline for the filing of a document,
and the submitter includes business
proprietary information in the docu-
ment, the submitter is to file and, if
the submitter is a party, serve the
business proprietary version of the doc-
ument on the deadline and may file and
serve the mnonbusiness proprietary
version of the document no later than
one business day after the deadline for
filing the document. The business pro-
prietary version shall enclose all busi-
ness proprietary information in brack-
ets and have the following warning
marked on every page: ‘‘Bracketing of
BPI not final for one business day after
date of filing.”” The bracketing be-
comes final one business day after the
date of filing of the document, i.e., at
the same time as the nonbusiness pro-
prietary version of the document is due
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to be filed. Until the bracketing be-
comes final, recipients of the document
may not divulge any part of the con-
tents of the document to anyone not
subject to the administrative protec-
tive order issued in the investigation.
If the submitter discovers it has failed
to bracket correctly, the submitter
may file a corrected version or portion
of the business proprietary document
at the same time as the nonbusiness
proprietary version is filed. No
changes, including typographical
changes, to the document other than
bracketing and deletion of business
proprietary information are permitted
after the deadline unless an extension
of time is granted to file an amended
document pursuant to §201.14(b)(2) of
this chapter. Failure to comply with
this paragraph may result in the strik-
ing from the record of all or a portion
of a submitter’s document.

[44 FR 76468, Dec. 26, 1979, as amended at 61
FR 37829, July 22, 1996; 63 FR 30607, June 5,
1998; 70 FR 8511, Feb. 22, 2005]

§207.4 The record.

(a) Maintenance of the record. The
Secretary shall maintain the record of
each investigation conducted by the
Commission pursuant to title VII of
the Act. The record shall be main-
tained contemporaneously with each
actual filing in the record. It shall be
divided into public and nonpublic sec-
tions. The Secretary shall also main-
tain a contemporaneous index of all
materials filed in the record. All mate-
rial properly filed with the Secretary
shall be placed in the record. The Com-
mission need not consider in its deter-
minations or include in the record any
material that is not filed with the Sec-
retary. All material which is placed in
the record shall be maintained in the
public record, with the exception of
material which is privileged, or which
is business proprietary information
submitted in accordance with §201.6 of
this chapter. Privileged and business
proprietary material shall be main-
tained in the nonpublic record.

(b) Audits. The Commission may in
its discretion verify information re-
ceived in the course of an investiga-
tion. To the extent a verification re-
sults in new or different information,
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the Commission shall place such infor-
mation on the record.

(c) Materials provided by the admin-
istering authority. Materials received by
the Commission from the admin-
istering authority shall be placed on
the Commission’s record and shall be
designated by the Commission as pub-
lic or nonpublic in conformity with the
applicable designation of the admin-
istering authority. Any requests to the
Commission either to permit access to
such materials or to release such mate-
rials shall be referred to the admin-
istering authority for its advice.

[44 FR 76468, Dec. 26, 1979, as amended at 61
FR 37829, July 22, 1996]

§207.5 Ex parte meetings.

There shall be included in the record
of each investigation a record of ex
parte meetings as required by section
T77(a)(3) of the Act. The record of each
ex parte meeting shall include the
identity of the persons present at the
meeting, the date, time, and place of
the meeting, and a summary of the
matters discussed or submitted.

§207.6 [Reserved]

§207.7 Limited disclosure of certain

business proprietary information
under administrative protective
order.

(a)(1) Disclosure. Upon receipt of a
timely application filed by an author-
ized applicant, as defined in paragraph
(a)(3) of this section, which describes in
general terms the information re-
quested, and sets forth the reasons for
the request (e.g., all business propri-
etary information properly disclosed
pursuant to this section for the pur-
pose of representing an interested
party in investigations pending before
the Commission), the Secretary shall
make available all business proprietary
information contained in Commission
memoranda and reports and in written
submissions filed with the Commission
at any time during the investigation
(except nondisclosable confidential
business information) to the authorized
applicant under an administrative pro-
tective order described in paragraph (b)
of this section. The term ‘‘business pro-
prietary information’ has the same
meaning as the term ‘‘confidential
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business information” as defined in
§201.6 of this chapter.

(2) Application. An application under
paragraph (a)(1) of this section must be
made by an authorized applicant on a
form adopted by the Secretary or a
photocopy thereof. A signed applica-
tion shall be filed electronically. An
application on behalf of a petitioner, a
respondent, or another party must be
made no later than the time that en-
tries of appearance are due pursuant to
§201.11 of this chapter. In the event
that two or more authorized applicants
represent one interested party who is a
party to the investigation, the author-
ized applicants must select one of their
number to be lead authorized appli-
cant. The lead authorized applicant’s
application must be filed no later than
the time that entries of appearance are
due. Provided that the application is
accepted, the lead authorized applicant
shall be served with business propri-
etary information pursuant to para-
graph (f) of this section. The other au-
thorized applicants representing the
same party may file their applications
after the deadline for entries of appear-
ance but at least five days before the
deadline for filing posthearing briefs in
the investigation, or the deadline for
filing briefs in the preliminary phase of
an investigation, or the deadline for
filing submissions in a remanded inves-
tigation, and shall not be served with
business proprietary information.

(38) Authorized applicant. (i) Only an
authorized applicant may file an appli-
cation under this subsection. An au-
thorized applicant is:

(A) An attorney for an interested
party which is a party to the investiga-
tion;

(B) A consultant or expert under the
direction and control of a person under
paragraph (a)(3)(i)(A) of this section;

(C) A consultant or expert who ap-
pears regularly before the Commission
and who represents an interested party
which is a party to the investigation;
or

(D) A representative of an interested
party which is a party to the investiga-
tion, if such interested party is not
represented by counsel.

(ii) In addition, an authorized appli-
cant must not be involved in competi-
tive decisionmaking for an interested
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party which is a party to the investiga-
tion. Involvement in ‘‘competitive de-
cisionmaking’ includes past, present,
or likely future activities, associa-
tions, and relationships with an inter-
ested party which is a party to the in-
vestigation that involve the prospec-
tive authorized applicant’s advice or
participation in any of such party’s de-
cisions made in light of similar or cor-
responding information about a com-
petitor (pricing, product design, etc.).

(4) Forms and determinations. (i) The
Secretary may adopt, from time to
time, forms for submitting requests for
disclosure pursuant to an administra-
tive protective order incorporating the
terms of this rule. The Secretary shall
determine whether the requirements
for release of information under this
rule have been satisfied. This deter-
mination shall be made concerning spe-
cific business proprietary information
as expeditiously as possible but in no
event later than fourteen (14) days
from the filing of the information, or
seven (7) days in the preliminary phase
of an investigation, except if the sub-
mitter of the information objects to its
release or the information is unusually
voluminous or complex, in which case
the determination shall be made within
thirty (30) days from the filing of the
information, or ten (10) days in the pre-
liminary phase of an investigation. The
Secretary shall establish a list of par-
ties whose applications have been
granted. The Secretary’s determina-
tion shall be final for purposes of re-
view by the U.S. Court of International
Trade under section 777(c)(2) of the Act.

(ii) Should the Secretary determine
pursuant to this section that materials
sought to be protected from public dis-
closure by a person do not constitute
business proprietary information or
were not required to be served under
paragraph (f) of this section, then the
Secretary shall, upon request, issue an
order on behalf of the Commission re-
quiring the return of all copies of such
materials served in accordance with
paragraph (f) of this section.

(iii) The Secretary shall release busi-
ness proprietary information only to
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an authorized applicant whose applica-
tion has been accepted and who pre-
sents the application along with ade-
quate personal identification; or a per-
son described in paragraph (b)(1)(iv) of
this section who presents a copy of the
statement referred to in that para-
graph along with adequate personal
identification.

(iv) An authorized applicant granted
access to business proprietary informa-
tion in the preliminary phase of an in-
vestigation may, subject to paragraph
(c) of this section, retain such business
proprietary information during any
final phase of that investigation, pro-
vided that the authorized applicant has
not lost his authorized applicant status
(e.g., by terminating his representation
of an interested party who is a party).
When retaining business proprietary
information pursuant to this para-
graph, the authorized applicant need
not file a new application in the final
phase of the investigation.

(b) Administrative protective order. The
administrative protective order under
which information is made available to
the authorized applicant shall require
the applicant to submit to the Sec-
retary a personal sworn statement
that, in addition to such other condi-
tions as the Secretary may require, the
applicant shall:

(1) Not divulge any of the business
proprietary information obtained
under the administrative protective
order and not otherwise available to
the applicant, to any person other than

(i) Personnel of the Commission con-
cerned with the investigation,

(ii) The person or agency from whom
the business proprietary information
was obtained,

(iii) A person whose application for
access to business proprietary informa-
tion under the administrative protec-
tive order has been granted by the Sec-
retary, and

(iv) Other persons, such as paralegals
and clerical staff, who are employed or
supervised by the authorized applicant;
who have a need thereof in connection
with the investigation; who are not in-
volved in competitive decision making
for an interested party which is a party
to the investigation; and who have
signed a statement in a form approved
by the Secretary that they agree to be
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bound by the administrative protective
order (the authorized applicant shall be
responsible for retention and accuracy
of such forms and shall be deemed re-
sponsible for such persons’ compliance
with the administrative protective
order);

(2) Use such business proprietary in-
formation solely for the purposes of
representing an interested party in the
Commission investigation then in
progress or during judicial or other re-
view of such Commission investigation;

(3) Not consult with any person not
described in paragraph (b)(1) of this
section concerning such business pro-
prietary information without first hav-
ing received the written consent of the
Secretary and the party or the attor-
ney of the party from whom such busi-
ness proprietary information was ob-
tained;

(4) Whenever materials (e.g., docu-
ments, computer disks, etc.) con-
taining such business proprietary in-
formation are not being used, store
such material in a locked file cabinet,
vault, safe, or other suitable container;

(5) Serve all materials containing
business proprietary information as di-
rected by the Secretary and pursuant
to paragraph (f) of this section;

(6) Transmit all materials containing
business proprietary information with
a cover sheet identifying the materials
as containing business proprietary in-
formation;

(7) Comply with the provisions of this
section;

(8) Make true and accurate represen-
tations in the authorized applicant’s
application and promptly notify the
Secretary of any changes that occur
after the submission of the application
and that affect the representations
made in the application (e.g., change in
personnel assigned to the investiga-
tion);

(9) Report promptly and confirm in
writing to the Secretary any breach of
the administrative protective order;
and

(10) Acknowledge that breach of the
administrative protective order may
subject the authorized applicant to
such sanctions or other actions as the
Commission deems appropriate.

(c) Final disposition of material released
under administrative protective order. At
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such date as the Secretary may deter-
mine appropriate for particular data,
each authorized applicant shall return
or destroy all copies of materials re-
leased to authorized applicants pursu-
ant to this section and all other mate-
rials containing business proprietary
information, such as charts or notes
based on any such information received
under administrative protective order,
and file with the Secretary a certifi-
cate attesting to his personal, good
faith belief that all copies of such ma-
terial have been returned or destroyed
and no copies of such material have
been made available to any person to
whom disclosure was not specifically
authorized.

(d) Commission responses to a breach of
administrative protective order. A breach
of an administrative protective order
may subject an offender to:

(1) Disbarment from practice in any
capacity before the Commission along
with such person’s partners, associates,
employer, and employees, for up to
seven years following publication of a
determination that the order has been
breached;

(2) Referral to the United States At-
torney;

(3) In the case of an attorney, ac-
countant, or other professional, refer-
ral to the ethics panel of the appro-
priate professional association;

(4) Such other administrative sanc-
tions as the Commission determines to
be appropriate, including public release
of or striking from the record any in-
formation or briefs submitted by, or on
behalf of, the offender or the party rep-
resented by the offender, denial of fur-
ther access to business proprietary in-
formation in the current or any future
investigations before the Commission,
and issuance of a public or private let-
ter of reprimand; and

(5) Such other actions, including but
not limited to, a warning letter, as the
Commission determines to be appro-

priate.
(e) Breach investigation procedure. (1)
The Commission shall determine

whether any person has violated an ad-
ministrative protective order, and may
impose sanctions or other actions in
accordance with paragraph (d) of this
section. At any time within sixty (60)
days of the later of the date on which

§207.7

the alleged violation occurred or, as
determined by the Commission, could
have been discovered through the exer-
cise of reasonable and ordinary care, or
the completion of an investigation con-
ducted under subpart B or C of this
part, the Commission may commence
an investigation of any breach of an
administrative protective order alleged
to have occurred at any time during
the pendency of the investigation, in-
cluding all appeals, remands, and sub-
sequent appeals. Whenever the Com-
mission has reason to believe that a
person may have breached an adminis-
trative protective order issued pursu-
ant to this section, the Secretary shall
issue a letter informing such person
that the Commission has reason to be-
lieve a breach has occurred and that
the person has a reasonable oppor-
tunity to present his views on whether
a breach has occurred. If subsequently
the Commission determines that a
breach has occurred and that further
investigation is warranted, the Sec-
retary shall issue a letter informing
such person of that determination and
that the person has a reasonable oppor-
tunity to present his views on whether
mitigating circumstances exist and on
the appropriate sanction to be imposed,
but no longer on whether a breach has
occurred. Once such person has been af-
forded a reasonable opportunity to
present his views, the Commission
shall determine what sanction if any to
impose.

(2) Where the sanction imposed is a
private letter of reprimand, the Sec-
retary shall expunge the sanction from
the recipient’s record two (2) years
from the date of issuance of the sanc-
tion, provided that

(i) The recipient has not received an-
other unexpunged sanction pursuant to
this section at any time prior to the
end of the two year period, and

(ii) The recipient is not the subject of
an investigation for possible breach of
administrative protective order under
this section at the end of the two year
period. Upon the completion of such a
pending breach investigation without
the issuance of a sanction, the original
sanction shall be expunged. The Sec-
retary shall notify a sanction recipient
in the event that the sanction is ex-
punged.
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(f) Service. (1) Any party filing writ-
ten submissions which include business
proprietary information to the Com-
mission during an investigation shall
at the same time serve complete copies
of such submissions upon all author-
ized applicants specified on the list es-
tablished by the Secretary pursuant to
paragraph (a)(4) of this section, and,
except as provided in §207.3, a nonbusi-
ness proprietary version on all other
parties. All such submissions must be
accompanied by a certificate attesting
that complete copies of the submission
have been properly served. In the event
that a submission is filed before the
Secretary’s list is established, the doc-
ument need not be accompanied by a
certificate of service, but the submis-
sion shall be served within two (2) days
of the establishment of the list and a
certificate of service shall then be
filed.

(2) If a party’s request under para-
graph (g) of this section is granted, the
Secretary shall accept the
nondisclosable confidential business in-
formation into the record. The party
shall serve the submission containing
such information in accordance with
the requirements of §207.3(b) and para-
graph (f)(1) of this section, with the in-
formation redacted from the copies
served.

(3) The Secretary shall not accept for
filing into the record of an investiga-
tion submissions filed without a proper
certificate of service. Failure to com-
ply with paragraph (f) of this section
may result in denial of party status
and such sanctions as the Commission
deems appropriate. Business propri-
etary information in submissions must
be dealt with as required by §207.3(c).

(g) Exemption from disclosure—(1) In
general. Any person may request ex-
emption from the disclosure of business
proprietary information under admin-
istrative protective order, whether the
person desires to include such informa-
tion in a petition filed under §207.10, or
any other submission to the Commis-
sion during the course of an investiga-
tion. Such a request shall only be
granted if the Secretary finds that
such information is nondisclosable con-
fidential business information. As de-
fined in §201.6(a)(2) of this chapter,
nondisclosable confidential business in-
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formation is privileged information,
classified information, or specific in-
formation (e.g., trade secrets) of a type
for which there is a clear and compel-
ling need to withhold from disclosure.
The request will be granted or denied
not later than thirty (30) days (ten (10)
days in a preliminary phase investiga-
tion) after the date on which the re-
quest is filed.

(2) Request for exemption. A request
for exemption from disclosure must be
filed with the Secretary in writing
with the reasons therefor. At the same
time as the request is filed, one copy of
the business proprietary information in
question must be lodged with the Sec-
retary solely for the purpose of obtain-
ing a determination as to the request.
The business proprietary information
for which exemption from disclosure is
sought shall remain the property of the
requester, and shall not become or be
incorporated into any agency record
until such time as the request is grant-
ed. A request should, when possible, be
filed two business days prior to the
deadline, if any, for filing the docu-
ment in which the information for
which exemption from disclosure is
sought is proposed to be included. If
the request is denied, the copy of the
information lodged with the Secretary
shall promptly be returned to the re-
quester. Such a request shall only be
granted if the Secretary finds that
such information is privileged informa-
tion, classified information, or specific
information of a type for which there is
a clear and compelling need to with-
hold from disclosure. The Secretary
shall promptly notify the requester as
to whether the request has been ap-
proved or denied.

(3) Procedure if request is approved. If
the request is approved, the person
shall file three versions of the submis-
sion containing the nondisclosable con-
fidential business information in ques-
tion. One version shall contain all busi-
ness proprietary information, brack-
eted in accordance with §201.6 of this
chapter and §207.3. The other two
versions shall conform to and be filed
in accordance with the requirements of
§201.6 of this chapter and §207.3, except
that the specific information as to
which exemption from disclosure was
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granted shall be redacted from the sub-
mission.

(4) Procedure if request is denied. If the
request is denied, the copy of the infor-
mation lodged with the Secretary shall
promptly be returned to the requester.
The requester may file the submission
in question without that information,
in accordance with the requirements of
§207.3.

[44 FR 76468, Dec. 26, 1979, as amended at 59
FR 66723, Dec. 28, 1994; 61 FR 37829, July 22,
1996; 68 FR 32978, June 3, 2003; 70 FR 8512,
Feb. 22, 2005; 76 FR 61942, Oct. 6, 2011]

§207.8 Questionnaires to have the
force of subpoenas; subpoena en-
forcement.

Any questionnaire issued by the
Commission in connection with any in-
vestigation under title VII of the Act
may be issued as a subpoena and sub-
scribed by a Commissioner, after which
it shall have the force and effect of a
subpoena authorized by the Commis-
sion. Whenever any party or any other
person fails to respond adequately to
such a subpoena or whenever a party or
any other person refuses or is unable to
produce information requested in a
timely manner and in the form re-
quired, or otherwise significantly im-
pedes an investigation, the Commission
may:

(a) Use the facts otherwise available
in making its determination;

(b) Seek judicial enforcement of the
subpoena pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 1333;

(c) Make inferences adverse to such
person’s position, if such person is an
interested party that has failed to co-
operate by not acting to the best of its
ability to comply with a request for in-
formation; and

(d) Take such other actions as nec-
essary to obtain needed information.

[61 FR 37831, July 22, 1996]

Subpart B—Preliminary
Determinations

SOURCE: 56 FR 11927, Mar. 21, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

§207.10 Filing of petition with the
Commission.

(a) Filing of the petition. Any inter-
ested party who files a petition with

§207.10

the administering authority pursuant
to section 702(b) or section 732(b) of the
Act in a case in which a Commission
determination under title VII of the
Act is required, shall file copies of the
petition and all exhibits, appendices,
and attachments thereto, pursuant to
§201.8 of this chapter, with the Sec-
retary on the same day the petition is
filed with the administering authority.
A paper original and eight (8) true
paper copies of a petition shall be filed.
One copy of all exhibits, appendices,
and attachments to the petition shall
be filed in electronic form on CD-ROM,
DVD, or other portable electronic for-
mat approved by the Secretary. Peti-
tioners also must file one unbound
copy of the petition (the unbound copy
of the petition may be stapled or held
together by means of a clip). If the pe-
tition complies with the provisions of
§207.11, it shall be deemed to be prop-
erly filed on the date on which the req-
uisite number of copies of the petition
is received by the Secretary, provided
that, if the petition is filed with the
Secretary after 12:00 noon, eastern
time, the petition shall be deemed filed
on the next business day. Notwith-
standing §207.11 of this chapter, a peti-
tioner need not file an entry of appear-
ance in the investigation instituted
upon the filing of its petition, which
shall be deemed an entry of appear-
ance.

(b) Service of the petition. (1)(i) The
Secretary shall promptly notify a peti-
tioner when, before the establishment
of a service list under §207.7(a)(4), he or
she approves an application under
§207.7(a). When practicable, this notifi-
cation shall be made by facsimile
transmission. A copy of the petition in-
cluding all business proprietary infor-
mation shall then be served by peti-
tioner on those approved applicants in
accord with §207.3(b) within two (2) cal-
endar days of the time notification is
made by the Secretary.

(ii) The petitioner shall serve persons
enumerated on the list established by
the Secretary pursuant to §207.7(a)(4)
that have not been served pursuant to
paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section with-
in two (2) calendar days of the estab-
lishment of the Secretary’s list.

(2) A copy of the petition omitting
business proprietary information shall
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be served by petitioner on those per-
sons enumerated on the list established
by the Secretary pursuant to §201.11(d)
of this chapter within two (2) calendar
days of the establishment of the Sec-
retary’s list.

(3) Service of the petition shall be at-
tested by filing a certificate of service
with the Commission.

(c) Amendments and withdrawals; crit-
ical circumstances. (1) Any amendment
or withdrawal of a petition shall be
filed on the same day with both the
Secretary and the administering au-
thority, without regard to whether the
requester seeks action only by one
agency.

(2) When not made in the petition,
any allegations of critical cir-
cumstances under section 703 or sec-
tion 733 of the Act shall be made in an
amendment to the petition and shall be
filed as early as possible. Critical cir-
cumstances allegations, whether made
in the petition or in an amendment
thereto, shall contain information rea-
sonably available to petitioner con-
cerning the factors enumerated in sec-
tions 705(b)(4)(A) and 735(b)(4)(A) of the
Act.

[61 FR 37831, July 22, 1996, as amended at 70
FR 8512, Feb. 22, 2005; 76 FR 61942, Oct. 6, 2011;
79 FR 35924, June 25, 2014]

§207.11 Contents of petition.

(a) The petition shall be signed by
the petitioner or its duly authorized of-
ficer, attorney, or agent, and shall set
forth the name, address, and telephone
number of the petitioner and any such
officer, attorney, or agent, and the
names of all representatives of peti-
tioner who will appear in the investiga-
tion.

(b)(1) The petition shall allege the
elements necessary for the imposition
of a duty under section 701(a) or sec-
tion 731(a) of the Act and contain infor-
mation reasonably available to the pe-
titioner supporting the allegations.

(2) The petition shall also include the
following specific information, to the
extent reasonably available to the peti-
tioner:

(i) Identification of the domestic like
product(s) proposed by petitioner;

(ii) A listing of all U.S. producers of
the proposed domestic like product(s),
including a street address, phone num-

19 CFR Ch. Il (4-1-16 Edition)

ber, and contact person(s) with email
address(es) for each producer;

(iii) A listing of all U.S. importers of
the subject merchandise, including
street addresses, email addresses, and
phone numbers for each importer.

(iv) Identification of each product on
which the petitioner requests the Com-
mission to seek pricing information in
its questionnaires; and

(v) A listing of the main purchasers
from which each petitioning firm expe-
rienced lost sales or lost revenue by
reason of the subject merchandise dur-
ing a period covering the three most
recently completed calendar years and
that portion of the current calendar
year for which information is reason-
ably available. For each named pur-
chaser, petitioners must provide the
email address of the specific contact
person, b-digit zip code, and the infor-
mation identified in the template
spreadsheet specified in the Commis-
sion’s Handbook on Filing Procedures.
Petitioners must certify that all lost
sales or lost revenue allegations identi-
fied in the petition will also be sub-
mitted electronically in the manner
specified in the Commission’s Hand-
book on Filing Procedures.

(3) The petition shall contain a cer-
tification that each item of informa-
tion specified in paragraph (b)(2) of this
section that the petition does not in-
clude was not reasonably available to
the petitioner.

(4) Petitioners are also advised to
refer to the administering authority’s
regulations concerning the contents of
petitions.

[61 FR 37831, July 22, 1996, as amended at 79
FR 35924, June 25, 2014; 80 FR 52618, Sept. 1,
2015]

§207.12 Notice of preliminary phase of
investigation.

Upon receipt by the Commission of a
petition under §207.10 or receipt of no-
tice that the administering authority
has commenced an investigation under
section 702(a) or section 732(a) of the
Act, the Director shall, as soon as prac-
ticable after consultation with the ad-
ministering authority, institute an in-
vestigation and commence the prelimi-
nary phase of the investigation under
section 703(a) or section 733(a) of the
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Act and shall publish a notice to that
effect in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

[61 FR 37832, July 22, 1996]

§207.13 Cooperation
istering  authority;
phase of investigation.

Subsequent to institution of an in-
vestigation pursuant to section 207.12,
the Director shall conduct such inves-
tigation as the Director deems appro-
priate. Information adduced in the in-
vestigation shall be placed on the
record. The Director shall cooperate
with the administering authority in its
determination of the sufficiency of a
petition and in its decision whether to
permit any proposed amendment to a
petition. Notwithstanding §§201.11(c)
and 201.14(b) of this chapter, late filings
in the preliminary phase of an inves-
tigation shall be referred to the Direc-
tor, who shall determine whether to ac-
cept such filing for good cause shown
by the person making the filing.

[61 FR 37832, July 22, 1996]

with admin-
preliminary

§207.14 Negative petition determina-
tion.

Upon receipt by the Commission of
notice from the administering author-
ity under section 702(d) or section
732(d) of the Act that the administering
authority has made a negative petition
determination under section 702(c)(3) or
section 732(c)(3) of the Act, the inves-
tigation begun pursuant to §207.12 shall
terminate. All persons who have re-
ceived requests for information from
the Director shall be notified of the
termination.

[61 FR 37832, July 22, 1996]

§207.15 Written briefs and conference.

Each party may submit to the Com-
mission on or before a date specified in
the notice of investigation issued pur-
suant to 207.12 a written brief con-
taining information and arguments
pertinent to the subject matter of the
investigation. Briefs shall be signed,
shall include a table of contents, and
shall contain no more than fifty (50)
double-spaced and single-sided pages of
textual material, and shall be filed
electronically, and nine (9) true paper
copies shall be submitted on the same
business day (on paper measuring 8.5 x

§207.18

11 inches, double-spaced and single-
sided). Any person not a party may
submit a brief written statement of in-
formation pertinent to the investiga-
tion within the time specified and the
same manner specified for the filing of
briefs. In addition, the presiding offi-
cial may permit persons to file within
a specified time answers to questions
or requests made by the Commission’s
staff. If he deems it appropriate, the
Director shall hold a conference. The
conference, if any, shall be held in ac-
cordance with the procedures in §201.13
of this chapter, except that in connec-
tion with its presentation a party may
provide written witness testimony at
the conference; if written testimony is
provided, nine (9) true paper copies
shall be submitted. The Director may
request the appearance of witnesses,
take testimony, and administer oaths.

[79 FR 35924, June 25, 2014]
§207.16 [Reserved]

§207.17 Staff report.

Prior to the Commission’s prelimi-
nary determination, the Director shall
submit to the Commission a staff re-
port. A public version of the staff re-
port shall be made available to the
public after the Commission’s prelimi-
nary determination and a business pro-
prietary version shall also be made
available to persons authorized to re-
ceive business proprietary information
under §207.7.

§207.18 Notice of preliminary deter-
mination.

Whenever the Commission makes a
preliminary determination, the Sec-
retary shall serve copies of the deter-
mination and a public version of the
staff report on the petitioner, other
parties to the investigation, and the
administering authority. The Sec-
retary shall publish a notice of such de-
termination in the FEDERAL REGISTER.
If the Commission’s determination is
negative, or that imports are neg-
ligible, the investigation shall be ter-
minated. If the Commission’s deter-
mination is affirmative, the notice
shall announce commencement of the
final phase of the investigation.

[61 FR 37832, July 22, 1996]
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Subpart C—Final Determinations,
Short Life Cycle Products

SOURCE: 56 FR 11928, Mar. 21, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

§207.20 Investigative activity fol-
lowing preliminary determination.

(a) If the Commission’s preliminary
determination is affirmative, the Di-
rector shall continue investigative ac-
tivities pending notice by the admin-
istering authority of its preliminary
determination under section 703(b) or
section 733(b) of the Act.

(b) The Director shall circulate draft
questionnaires for the final phase of an
investigation to parties to the inves-
tigation for comment. Any party desir-
ing to comment on draft question-
naires shall submit such comments in
writing to the Commission within a
time specified by the Director. All re-
quests for collecting new information
shall be presented at this time. The
Commission will disregard subsequent
requests for collection of new informa-
tion absent a showing that there is a
compelling need for the information
and that the information could not
have been requested in the comments
on the draft questionnaires.

[61 FR 37832, July 22, 1996, as amended at 79
FR 35925, June 25, 2014]

§207.21 Final phase notice of sched-
uling.

(a) Notice from the administering au-
thority of an affirmative preliminary
determination under section 703(b) or
section 733(b) of the Act and notice
from the administering authority of an
affirmative final determination under
section 705(a) or section 735(a) of the
Act shall be deemed to occur on the
date on which the transmittal letter of
such determination is received by the
Secretary from the administering au-
thority or the date on which notice of
such determination is published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER, whichever shall
first occur.

(b) Upon receipt of notice from the
administering authority of an affirma-
tive preliminary determination under
section 703(b) or section 733(b) of the
Act or, if the administering authority’s
preliminary determination is negative,

19 CFR Ch. Il (4-1-16 Edition)

notice of an affirmative final deter-
mination under section 705(a) or sec-
tion 735(a) of the Act, the Commission
shall publish in the FEDERAL REGISTER
a Final Phase Notice of Scheduling.

(c) If the administering authority’s
preliminary determination is negative,
the Director shall continue such inves-
tigative activities as the Director
deems appropriate pending a final de-
termination by the administering au-
thority under section 705(a) or section
735(a) of the Act.

(d) Upon receipt by the Commission
of notice from the administering au-
thority of its final negative determina-
tion under section 705(a) or section
735(a) of the Act, the corresponding
Commission investigation shall be ter-
minated.

[61 FR 37832, July 22, 1996]

§207.22 Prehearing and final staff re-
ports.

(a) Prehearing staff report. The Direc-
tor shall prepare and place in the
record, prior to the hearing, a pre-
hearing staff report containing infor-
mation concerning the subject matter
of the investigation. A version of the
staff report containing business propri-
etary information shall be placed in
the nonpublic record and made avail-
able to persons authorized to receive
business proprietary information under
§207.7, and a nonbusiness proprietary
version of the staff report shall be
placed in the public record.

(b) Final staff report. After the hear-
ing, the Director shall revise the pre-
hearing staff report and submit to the
Commission, prior to the Commission’s
final determination, a final version of
the staff report. The final staff report
is intended to supplement and correct
the information contained in the pre-
hearing staff report. A public version of
the final staff report shall be made
available to the public and a business
proprietary version shall also be made
available to persons authorized to re-
ceive business proprietary information
under section 207.7.

[66 FR 11927, Mar. 21, 1991, as amended at 60
FR 22, Jan. 3, 1995. Redesignated at 61 FR
37832, July 22, 1996]
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§207.23 Prehearing brief.

Each party who is an interested
party shall submit to the Commission,
no later than five (5) business days
prior to the date of the hearing speci-
fied in the notice of scheduling, a pre-
hearing brief. Prehearing briefs shall
be signed and shall include a table of
contents and shall be filed electroni-
cally, and nine (9) true paper copies
shall be submitted on the same busi-
ness day. The prehearing brief should
present a party’s case concisely and
shall, to the extent possible, refer to
the record and include information and
arguments which the party believes
relevant to the subject matter of the
Commission’s determination under sec-
tion 705(b) or section 735(b) of the Act.
Any person not an interested party
may submit a brief written statement
of information pertinent to the inves-
tigation within the time specified and
the same manner specified for filing of
prehearing briefs.

[79 FR 35925, June 25, 2014]

§207.24 Hearing.

(a) In general. The Commission shall
hold a hearing concerning an investiga-
tion before making a final determina-
tion under section 705(b) or section
735(b) of the Act.

(b) Procedures. Any hearing shall be
conducted after notice published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER. The hearing shall
not be subject to the provisions of 5
U.S.C. subchapter II, chapter 5, or to 5
U.S.C. 702. BEach party shall limit its
presentation at the hearing to a sum-
mary of the information and argu-
ments contained in its prehearing
brief, an analysis of the information
and arguments contained in the pre-
hearing briefs described in §207.23, and
information not available at the time
its prehearing brief was filed. Unless a
portion of the hearing is closed, presen-
tations at the hearing shall not include
business proprietary information. Not-
withstanding §201.13(f) of this chapter,
in connection with its presentation, a
party may provide written witness tes-
timony at the hearing; if written testi-
mony is provided, eight (8) true paper
copies shall be submitted. In the case
of testimony to be presented at a
closed session held in response to a re-

§207.24

quest under §207.24(d), confidential and
non-confidential versions shall be filed
in accordance with §207.3. Any person
not a party may make a brief oral
statement of information pertinent to
the investigation.

(c) Hearing transcripts—(1) In general.
A verbatim transcript shall be made of
all hearings or conferences held in con-
nection with Commission investiga-
tions conducted under this part.

(2) Revision of transcripts. Within ten
(10) days of the completion of a hear-
ing, but in any event at least one (1)
day prior to the date for disclosure of
information set pursuant to §207.30(a),
any person who testified at the hearing
may submit proposed revisions to the
transcript of his or her testimony to
the Secretary. No substantive revisions
shall be permitted. If in the judgment
of the Secretary a proposed revision
does not alter the substance of the tes-
timony in question, the Secretary shall
incorporate the revision into a revised
transcript.

(d) Closed sessions. Upon a request
filed by a party to the investigation no
later than seven (7) business days prior
to the date of the hearing that identi-
fies the subjects to be discussed, speci-
fies the amount of time requested, and
justifies the need for a closed session
with respect to each subject to be dis-
cussed, the Commission may close a
portion of a hearing to persons not au-
thorized under §207.7 to have access to
business proprietary information in
order to allow such party to address
business proprietary information dur-
ing the course of its presentation. If
any party wishes to comment on the
request to close a portion of the hear-
ing, such comments must be filed with-
in two (2) business days after the filing
of the request. In addition, during each
hearing held in an investigation con-
ducted under section 705(b) or section
735(b) of the Act, following the public
presentation of the petitioner(s) and
that of each panel of respondents, the
Commission will, if it deems it appro-
priate, close the hearing to persons not
authorized under §207.7 to have access
to business proprietary information in
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order to allow Commissioners to ques-
tion parties and/ or their representa-
tives concerning matters involving
business proprietary information.

[61 FR 37832, July 22, 1996, as amended at 70
FR 8512, Feb. 22, 2005; 76 FR 61943, Oct. 6,
2011]

§207.25 Posthearing briefs.

Any party may file a posthearing
brief concerning the information ad-
duced at or after the hearing with the
Secretary within a time specified in
the notice of scheduling or by the pre-
siding official at the hearing. A
posthearing brief shall be filed elec-
tronically, and nine (9) true paper cop-
ies shall be submitted on the same
business day. No such posthearing brief
shall exceed fifteen (15) pages of tex-
tual material, double-spaced and sin-
gle-sided, when printed out on paper
measuring 8.5 x 11 inches. In addition,
the presiding official may permit per-
sons to file answers to questions or re-
quests made by the Commission at the
hearing within a specified time. The
Secretary shall not accept for filing
posthearing briefs or answers which do
not comply with this section.

[79 FR 35925, June 25, 2014]

§207.26

Any person other than a party may
submit a brief w