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OMB Guidance § 200.53 

citizenship of project staff or place of 
performance; 

(b) A private nongovernmental orga-
nization located in a country other 
than the United States that solicits 
and receives cash contributions from 
the general public; 

(c) A charitable organization located 
in a country other than the United 
States that is nonprofit and tax ex-
empt under the laws of its country of 
domicile and operation, and is not a 
university, college, accredited degree- 
granting institution of education, pri-
vate foundation, hospital, organization 
engaged exclusively in research or sci-
entific activities, church, synagogue, 
mosque or other similar entities orga-
nized primarily for religious purposes; 
or 

(d) An organization located in a 
country other than the United States 
not recognized as a Foreign Public En-
tity. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75880, Dec. 19, 2014] 

§ 200.48 General purpose equipment. 
General purpose equipment means 

equipment which is not limited to re-
search, medical, scientific or other 
technical activities. Examples include 
office equipment and furnishings, mod-
ular offices, telephone networks, infor-
mation technology equipment and sys-
tems, air conditioning equipment, re-
production and printing equipment, 
and motor vehicles. See also Equip-
ment and Special Purpose Equipment. 

§ 200.49 Generally Accepted Account-
ing Principles (GAAP). 

GAAP has the meaning specified in 
accounting standards issued by the 
Government Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) and the Financial Ac-
counting Standards Board (FASB). 

§ 200.50 Generally Accepted Govern-
ment Auditing Standards (GAGAS). 

GAGAS, also known as the Yellow 
Book, means generally accepted gov-
ernment auditing standards issued by 
the Comptroller General of the United 
States, which are applicable to finan-
cial audits. 

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 75880, Dec. 19, 2014] 

§ 200.51 Grant agreement. 
Grant agreement means a legal instru-

ment of financial assistance between a 
Federal awarding agency or pass- 
through entity and a non-Federal enti-
ty that, consistent with 31 U.S.C. 6302, 
6304: 

(a) Is used to enter into a relation-
ship the principal purpose of which is 
to transfer anything of value from the 
Federal awarding agency or pass- 
through entity to the non-Federal enti-
ty to carry out a public purpose au-
thorized by a law of the United States 
(see 31 U.S.C. 6101(3)); and not to ac-
quire property or services for the Fed-
eral awarding agency or pass-through 
entity’s direct benefit or use; 

(b) Is distinguished from a coopera-
tive agreement in that it does not pro-
vide for substantial involvement be-
tween the Federal awarding agency or 
pass-through entity and the non-Fed-
eral entity in carrying out the activity 
contemplated by the Federal award. 

(c) Does not include an agreement 
that provides only: 

(1) Direct United States Government 
cash assistance to an individual; 

(2) A subsidy; 
(3) A loan; 
(4) A loan guarantee; or 
(5) Insurance. 

§ 200.52 Hospital. 
Hospital means a facility licensed as 

a hospital under the law of any state or 
a facility operated as a hospital by the 
United States, a state, or a subdivision 
of a state. 

§ 200.53 Improper payment. 
(a) Improper payment means any pay-

ment that should not have been made 
or that was made in an incorrect 
amount (including overpayments and 
underpayments) under statutory, con-
tractual, administrative, or other le-
gally applicable requirements; and 

(b) Improper payment includes any 
payment to an ineligible party, any 
payment for an ineligible good or serv-
ice, any duplicate payment, any pay-
ment for a good or service not received 
(except for such payments where au-
thorized by law), any payment that 
does not account for credit for applica-
ble discounts, and any payment where 
insufficient or lack of documentation 
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