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provided for by the State law do not conform
to the suggested methods of meeting the re-
quirements set forth in section 7511, but a
State law does provide for alternative meth-
ods of administration designed to accomplish
the same results, the Bureau of Employment
Security, in collaboration with the State
agency, will study the actual or anticipated
effect of the alternative methods of adminis-
tration. If the Bureau concludes that the al-
ternative methods satisfy the criteria in sec-
tion 7513, it will so notify the State agency.
If the Bureau does not so conclude, it will
submit to the Secretary the results of the
study for his determination of whether the
State’s alternative methods of administra-
tion meet the criteria.

[55 FR 562, Jan. 5, 1990]
PARTS 626-634 [RESERVED]
PARTS 636-638 [RESERVED]
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§639.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) Purpose of WARN. The Worker Ad-
justment and Retraining Notification
Act (WARN or the Act) provides pro-
tection to workers, their families and
communities by requiring employers to
provide notification 60 calendar days in
advance of plant closings and mass lay-
offs. Advance notice provides workers
and their families some transition time
to adjust to the prospective loss of em-
ployment, to seek and obtain alter-
native jobs and, if necessary, to enter
skill training or retraining that will
allow these workers to successfully
compete in the job market. WARN also
provides for notice to State dislocated
worker units so that dislocated worker
assistance can be promptly provided.

20 CFR Ch. V (4-1-16 Edition)

(b) Scope of these regulations. These
regulations establish basic definitions
and rules for giving notice, imple-
menting the provisions of WARN. The
Department’s objective is to establish
clear principles and broad guidelines
which can be applied in specific cir-
cumstances. However, the Department
recognizes that Federal rulemaking
cannot address the multitude of indus-
try and company-specific situations in
which advance notice will be given.

(c) Notice encouraged where mnot re-
quired. Section 7 of the Act states:

It is the sense of Congress that an employer
who is not required to comply with the no-
tice requirements of section 3 should, to the
extent possible, provide notice to its employ-
ees about a proposal to close a plant or per-
manently reduce its workforce.

(d) WARN enforcement. Enforcement
of WARN will be through the courts, as
provided in section 5 of the statute.
Employees, their representatives and
units of local government may initiate
civil actions against employers be-
lieved to be in violation of §3 of the
Act. The Department of Labor has no
legal standing in any enforcement ac-
tion and, therefore, will not be in a po-
sition to issue advisory opinions of spe-
cific cases. The Department will pro-
vide assistance in understanding these
regulations and may revise them from
time to time as may be necessary.

(e) Notice in ambiguous situations. It is
civically desirable and it would appear
to be good business practice for an em-
ployer to provide advance notice to its
workers or unions, local government
and the State when terminating a sig-
nificant number of employees. In prac-
tical terms, there are some questions
and ambiguities of interpretation in-
herent in the application of WARN to
business practices in the market econ-
omy that cannot be addressed in these
regulations. It is therefore prudent for
employers to weigh the desirability of
advance notice against the possibility
of expensive and time-consuming liti-
gation to resolve disputes where notice
has not been given. The Department
encourages employers to give notice in
all circumstances.

(f) Coordination with job placement and
retraining programs. The Department,
through these regulations and through
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