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(c) The PHA may elect to establish policies 
regarding the frequency of utility reimburse-
ment payments for payments made to the 
family. 

(1) The PHA will have the option of mak-
ing utility reimbursement payments not less 
than once per calendar-year quarter, for re-
imbursements totaling $45 or less per quar-
ter. In the event a family leaves the program 
in advance of its next quarterly reimburse-
ment, the PHA would be required to reim-
burse the family for a prorated share of the 
applicable reimbursement. PHAs exercising 
this option must have a hardship policy in 
place for tenants. 

(2) If the PHA elects to pay the utility sup-
plier directly, the PHA must notify the fam-
ily of the amount paid to the utility sup-
plier. 

§ 982.515 Family share: Family respon-
sibility. 

(a) The family share is calculated by 
subtracting the amount of the housing 
assistance payment from the gross 
rent. 

(b) The family rent to owner is cal-
culated by subtracting the amount of 
the housing assistance payment to the 
owner from the rent to owner. 

(c) The PHA may not use housing as-
sistance payments or other program 
funds (including any administrative fee 
reserve) to pay any part of the family 
share, including the family rent to 
owner. Payment of the whole family 
share is the responsibility of the fam-
ily. 

[63 FR 23861, Apr. 30, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 56915, Oct. 21, 1999] 

§ 982.516 Family income and composi-
tion: Regular and interim examina-
tions. 

(a) PHA responsibility for reexamina-
tion and verification. (1) The PHA must 
conduct a reexamination of family in-
come and composition at least annu-
ally. 

(2) The PHA must obtain and docu-
ment in the tenant file third party 
verification of the following factors, or 
must document in the tenant file why 
third party verification was not avail-
able: 

(i) Reported family annual income; 
(ii) The value of assets; 
(iii) Expenses related to deductions 

from annual income; and 
(iv) Other factors that affect the de-

termination of adjusted income. 

(b) When PHA conducts interim reexam-
ination. (1) At any time, the PHA may 
conduct an interim reexamination of 
family income and composition. 

(2) At any time, the family may re-
quest an interim determination of fam-
ily income or composition because of 
any changes since the last determina-
tion. The PHA must make the interim 
determination within a reasonable 
time after the family request. 

(3) Interim examinations must be 
conducted in accordance with policies 
in the PHA administrative plan. 

(c) Family reporting of change. The 
PHA must adopt policies prescribing 
when and under what conditions the 
family must report a change in family 
income or composition. 

(d) Effective date of reexamination. (1) 
The PHA must adopt policies pre-
scribing how to determine the effective 
date of a change in the housing assist-
ance payment resulting from an in-
terim redetermination. 

(2) At the effective date of a regular 
or interim reexamination, the PHA 
must make appropriate adjustments in 
the housing assistance payment in ac-
cordance with § 982.505. 

(e) Family member income. Family in-
come must include income of all family 
members, including family members 
not related by blood or marriage. If 
any new family member is added, fam-
ily income must include any income of 
the additional family member. The 
PHA must conduct a reexamination to 
determine such additional income, and 
must make appropriate adjustments in 
the housing assistance payment. 

(f) Accuracy of family income data. The 
PHA must establish procedures that 
are appropriate and necessary to assure 
that income data provided by applicant 
or participant families is complete and 
accurate. 

(g) Execution of release and consent. (1) 
As a condition of admission to or con-
tinued assistance under the program, 
the PHA shall require the family head, 
and such other family members as the 
PHA designates, to execute a HUD-ap-
proved release and consent form (in-
cluding any release and consent as re-
quired under § 5.230 of this title) au-
thorizing any depository or private 
source of income, or any Federal, State 
or local agency, to furnish or release to 
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the PHA or HUD such information as 
the PHA or HUD determines to be nec-
essary. 

(2) The PHA and HUD must limit the 
use or disclosure of information ob-
tained from a family or from another 
source pursuant to this release and 
consent to purposes directly in connec-
tion with administration of the pro-
gram. 

(Information collection requirements con-
tained in this section have been approved by 
the Office of Management and Budget under 
control number 2577–0169.) 

[63 FR 23861, Apr. 30, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 13057, Mar. 16, 1999; 64 FR 26649, May 14, 
1999; 64 FR 56915, Oct. 21, 1999; 65 FR 16822, 
Mar. 30, 2000; 80 FR 8247, Feb. 17, 2015] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: At 64 FR 26649, May 14, 
1999, § 982.516 was amended in paragraph (e) 
by removing the reference to ‘‘and family 
unit size’’; however paragraph (e) does not 
contain this phrase. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 81 FR 12376, 
March 8, 2016, § 982.516 was amended by revis-
ing the section heading; revising the intro-
ductory text of paragraph (a)(2) and adding 
paragraph (a)(3) in paragraph (a); removing 
paragraph (e); redesignating paragraphs (b), 
(c), and (d) as paragraphs (c), (d), and (e), re-
spectively; adding a new paragraph (b); in re-
designated paragraph (c), revising the para-
graph heading; and revising redesignated 
paragraph (e)(2), effective April 7, 2016. For 
the convenience of the user, the added and 
revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 982.516 Family income and composition: 
Annual and interim examinations. 

(a) * * * 
(2) Except as provided in paragraph (a)(3) of 

this section, the PHA must obtain and docu-
ment in the tenant file third-party 
verification of the following factors, or must 
document in the tenant file why third-party 
verification was not available: 

* * * * * 

(3) For a family with net assets equal to or 
less than $5,000, a PHA may accept a family’s 
declaration that it has net assets equal to or 
less than $5,000, without taking additional 
steps to verify the accuracy of the declara-
tion. 

(i) The declaration must state the amount 
of income the family expects to receive from 
such assets; this amount must be included in 
the family’s income. 

(ii) A PHA must obtain third-party 
verification of all family assets every 3 
years. 

(b) Streamlined income determination. For 
any family member with a fixed source of in-

come, a PHA may elect to determine that 
family member’s income by means of a 
streamlined income determination. A 
streamlined income determination must be 
conducted by applying, for each fixed-income 
source, the verified cost of living adjustment 
(COLA) or current rate of interest to the pre-
viously verified or adjusted income amount. 

(1) Family member with a fixed source of in-
come is defined as a family member whose in-
come includes periodic payments at reason-
ably predictable levels from one or more of 
the following sources: 

(i) Social Security, Supplemental Security 
Income, Supplemental Disability Insurance; 

(ii) Federal, state, local, or private pension 
plans; 

(iii) Annuities or other retirement benefit 
programs, insurance policies, disability or 
death benefits, or other similar types of peri-
odic receipts; or 

(iv) Any other source of income subject to 
adjustment by a verifiable COLA or current 
rate of interest. 

(2) A PHA must use a COLA or current rate 
of interest specific to the fixed source of in-
come in order to adjust the income amount. 
The PHA must verify the appropriate COLA 
or current rate of interest from a public 
source or through tenant-provided, third 
party-generated documentation. If no such 
verification is available, then the PHA must 
obtain third-party verification of income 
amounts in order to calculate the change in 
income for the source. 

(3) For any family member whose income 
is determined pursuant to a streamlined in-
come determination, a PHA must obtain 
third-party verification of all income 
amounts every 3 years. 

(c) Interim reexaminations. * * * 

* * * * * 

(e) * * * 
(2) At the effective date of a regular or in-

terim reexamination, the PHA must make 
appropriate adjustments in the housing as-
sistance payment in accordance with 
§ 982.505. 

* * * * * 

§ 982.517 Utility allowance schedule. 
(a) Maintaining schedule. (1) The PHA 

must maintain a utility allowance 
schedule for all tenant-paid utilities 
(except telephone), for cost of tenant- 
supplied refrigerators and ranges, and 
for other tenant-paid housing services 
(e.g., trash collection (disposal of waste 
and refuse)). 

(2) The PHA must give HUD a copy of 
the utility allowance schedule. At 
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