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decisions following the reconsideration 
of objections, the Chief of the Voting 
Section is authorized to perform the 
functions of the Assistant Attorney 
General. With the concurrence of the 
Assistant Attorney General, the Chief 
of the Voting Section may designate 
supervisory attorneys in the Voting 
Section to perform the functions of the 
Chief. 

[Order No. 3262–2011, 76 FR 21243, Apr. 15, 
2011] 

§ 51.4 Date used to determine cov-
erage; list of covered jurisdictions. 

(a) The requirement of section 5 
takes effect upon publication in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER of the requisite de-
terminations of the Director of the 
Census and the Attorney General under 
section 4(b). These determinations are 
not reviewable in any court. (Section 
4(b)). 

(b) Section 5 requires the 
preclearance of changes affecting vot-
ing made since the date used for the de-
termination of coverage. For each cov-
ered jurisdiction that date is one of the 
following: November 1, 1964; November 
1, 1968; or November 1, 1972. 

(c) The appendix to this part contains 
a list of covered jurisdictions, together 
with the applicable date used to deter-
mine coverage and the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER citation for the determination of 
coverage. 

§ 51.5 Termination of coverage. 

(a) Expiration. The requirements of 
section 5 will expire at the end of the 
twenty-five-year period following the 
effective date of the amendments made 
by the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, 
Coretta Scott King, César E. Chávez, 
Barbara C. Jordan, William C. 
Velásquez, and Dr. Hector P. Garcia 
Voting Rights Act Reauthorization and 
Amendments Act of 2006 (VRARA), 
which amendments became effective on 
July 27, 2006. See section 4(a)(8) of the 
VRARA. 

(b) Bailout. Any political subunit in a 
covered jurisdiction or a political sub-
division of a covered State, a covered 
jurisdiction or a political subdivision 
of a covered State, or a covered State 
may terminate the application of sec-
tion 5 (‘‘bailout’’) by obtaining the de-

claratory judgment described in sec-
tion 4(a) of the Act. 

[Order No. 3262–2011, 76 FR 21243, Apr. 15, 
2011] 

§ 51.6 Political subunits. 
All political subunits within a cov-

ered jurisdiction (e.g., counties, cities, 
school districts) that have not termi-
nated coverage by obtaining the declar-
atory judgment described in section 
4(a) of the Act are subject to the re-
quirements of section 5. 

[Order No. 3262–2011, 76 FR 21243, Apr. 15, 
2011] 

§ 51.7 Political parties. 
Certain activities of political parties 

are subject to the preclearance require-
ment of section 5. A change affecting 
voting effected by a political party is 
subject to the preclearance require-
ment: 

(a) If the change relates to a public 
electoral function of the party and 

(b) If the party is acting under au-
thority explicitly or implicitly granted 
by a covered jurisdiction or political 
subunit subject to the preclearance re-
quirement of section 5. 
For example, changes with respect to 
the recruitment of party members, the 
conduct of political campaigns, and the 
drafting of party platforms are not sub-
ject to the preclearance requirement. 
Changes with respect to the conduct of 
primary elections at which party nomi-
nees, delegates to party conventions, 
or party officials are chosen are subject 
to the preclearance requirement of sec-
tion 5. Where appropriate the term 
‘‘jurisdiction’’ (but not ‘‘covered juris-
diction’’) includes political parties. 

§ 51.8 Section 3 coverage. 
Under section 3(c) of the Act, a court 

in voting rights litigation can order as 
relief that a jurisdiction not subject to 
the preclearance requirement of sec-
tion 5 preclear its voting changes by 
submitting them either to the court or 
to the Attorney General. Where a juris-
diction is required under section 3(c) to 
preclear its voting changes, and it 
elects to submit the proposed changes 
to the Attorney General for 
preclearance, the procedures in this 
part will apply. 
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