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§ 5.13 Rulings and interpretations. 

All questions relating to the applica-
tion and interpretation of wage deter-
minations (including the classifica-
tions therein) issued pursuant to part 1 
of this subtitle, of the rules contained 
in this part and in parts 1 and 3, and of 
the labor standards provisions of any of 
the statutes listed in § 5.1 shall be re-
ferred to the Administrator for appro-
priate ruling or interpretation. The 
rulings and interpretations shall be au-
thoritative and those under the Davis- 
Bacon Act may be relied upon as pro-
vided for in section 10 of the Portal-to- 
Portal Act of 1947 (29 U.S.C. 259). Re-
quests for such rulings and interpreta-
tions should be addressed to the Ad-
ministrator, Wage and Hour Division, 
Employment Standards Administra-
tion, U.S. Department of Labor, Wash-
ington, DC 20210. 

§ 5.14 Variations, tolerances, and ex-
emptions from parts 1 and 3 of this 
subtitle and this part. 

The Secretary of Labor may make 
variations, tolerances, and exemptions 
from the regulatory requirements of 
this part and those of parts 1 and 3 of 
this subtitle whenever the Secretary 
finds that such action is necessary and 
proper in the public interest or to pre-
vent injustice and undue hardship. 
Variations, tolerances, and exemptions 
may not be made from the statutory 
requirements of any of the statutes 
listed in § 5.1 unless the statute specifi-
cally provides such authority. 

§ 5.15 Limitations, variations, toler-
ances, and exemptions under the 
Contract Work Hours and Safety 
Standards Act. 

(a) General. Upon his or her own ini-
tiative or upon the request of any Fed-
eral agency, the Secretary of Labor 
may provide under section 105 of the 
Contract Work Hours and Safety 
Standards Act reasonable limitations 
and allow variations, tolerances, and 
exemptions to and from any or all pro-
visions of that Act whenever the Sec-
retary finds such action to be nec-
essary and proper in the public interest 
to prevent injustice, or undue hardship, 
or to avoid serious impairment of the 
conduct of Government business. Any 
request for such action by the Sec-

retary shall be submitted in writing, 
and shall set forth the reasons for 
which the request is made. 

(b) Exemptions. Pursuant to section 
105 of the Contract Work Hours and 
Safety Standards Act, the following 
classes of contracts are found exempt 
from all provisions of that Act in order 
to prevent injustice, undue hardship, or 
serious impairment of Government 
business: 

(1) Contract work performed in a 
workplace within a foreign country or 
within territory under the jurisdiction 
of the United States other than the fol-
lowing: A State of the United States; 
the District of Columbia; Puerto Rico; 
the Virgin Islands; Outer Continental 
Shelf lands defined in the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act (ch. 345, 67 
Stat. 462); American Samoa; Guam; 
Wake Island; Eniwetok Atoll; Kwaja-
lein Atoll; and Johnston Island. 

(2) Agreements entered into by or on 
behalf of the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration providing for the storing in or 
handling by commercial warehouses of 
wheat, corn, oats, barley, rye, grain 
sorghums, soybeans, flaxseed, rice, 
naval stores, tobacco, peanuts, dry 
beans, seeds, cotton, and wool. 

(3) Sales of surplus power by the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority to States, 
counties, municipalities, cooperative 
organization of citizens or farmers, 
corporations and other individuals pur-
suant to section 10 of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority Act of 1933 (16 U.S.C. 
8311). 

(c) Tolerances. (1) The ‘‘basic rate of 
pay’’ under section 102 of the Contract 
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act 
may be computed as an hourly equiva-
lent to the rate on which time-and-one- 
half overtime compensation may be 
computed and paid under section 7 of 
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, 
as amended (29 U.S.C. 207), as inter-
preted in part 778 of this title. This tol-
erance is found to be necessary and 
proper in the public interest in order to 
prevent undue hardship. 

(2) Concerning the tolerance provided 
in paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the 
provisions of section 7(d)(2) of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act and § 778.7 of this 
title should be noted. Under these pro-
visions, payments for occasional peri-
ods when no work is performed, due to 
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