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Title 3—The President Proc. 9248 

Proclamation 9248 of April 1, 2015 

National Donate Life Month, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

At this moment, more than 123,000 Americans are in need of a life-saving 
organ transplant. Our Nation continues to face a critical shortage of donors, 
and every day, 21 people die waiting for an organ. This month, we renew 
our call for organ, eye, and tissue donors, and we honor all those who have 
given the extraordinary gift of life. 

The decision to become a donor can save up to eight lives and enhance 
many more—men, women, and children who depend on the generosity and 
sacrifice of others to receive the vital care they require. I encourage individ-
uals of all ages and backgrounds to consider this unique opportunity to 
help those in need and to discuss this choice with friends and family. For 
more information and to learn how to join your State’s donor registry, visit 
www.OrganDonor.gov.

In the face of uncertainty and suffering, Americans have always joined to-
gether, drawing strength and comfort from our commitment to one another; 
we find hope through faith and our enduring belief that we are our broth-
ers’ and sisters’ keepers. During National Donate Life Month, let us stand 
with all those who know the pain of an uncertain tomorrow and redouble 
our efforts to save and improve the lives of Americans across our country. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2015 as National 
Donate Life Month. I call upon health care professionals, volunteers, edu-
cators, government agencies, faith-based and community groups, and pri-
vate organizations to join forces to boost the number of organ, eye, and tis-
sue donors throughout our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9249 of April 1, 2015 

National Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month, 
2015

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As Americans, we each have the power to shape our country’s course and 
contribute to the extraordinary task of perfecting our Union. For more than 
two centuries, progress has been won by ordinary citizens—women and 
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men who joined arms and marched toward justice. This month, we are 
once again reminded that we can change our culture for the better by 
standing together against the quiet tolerance of sexual assault and refusing 
to accept the unacceptable. 

Nearly one in five women in America has been a victim of rape or at-
tempted rape. Every year, too many women and too many men are sexually 
assaulted and abused. This is an affront to our basic decency and human-
ity, and it must end. Sexual assault harms our communities, weakens the 
foundation of our Nation, and hurts those we love most. For survivors, the 
awful pain can take years to heal—sometimes it never does. When an indi-
vidual’s possibilities are limited by the scars of violence and abuse, our 
country is deprived of enormous potential. Sexual assault takes a collective 
toll on all of us, and it is everyone’s responsibility not only to speak out, 
but also to take action against this injustice. 

More than two decades ago, then United States Senator Joe Biden did both. 
At a time when many victims were stigmatized or left to suffer in silence, 
he authored the Violence Against Women Act, which would forever im-
prove the way our country responds to sexual assault and domestic vio-
lence. In the decades since, our Nation has built on that progress. We have 
taken strides toward changing the way people think about sexual mis-
conduct, making it clear that every person has the fundamental human 
right to be free from sexual assault and domestic violence. 

Thanks to the work of advocates, community leaders, public servants, and 
courageous survivors who shared their stories, our Nation has come an in-
credibly long way. But from schools to military bases and throughout all 
communities in America, we must do more to end the crime of sexual as-
sault. My Administration has made this a priority since day one, beginning 
with the establishment of the first-ever White House Advisor on Violence 
Against Women. And we will keep fighting as long as it takes. 

We have taken action to strengthen our criminal justice system, uphold the 
civil rights of victims and survivors of sexual assault, and ensure that all 
people can live free from sexual violence. Now in its second year, the 
White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault is helping 
schools live up to their obligations to educate students in safe environ-
ments. We continue to address the impact of sexual assault on persons liv-
ing with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. I have also made clear that violence and 
abuse have no place in the finest military this world has ever known. And 
last fall, we launched the ‘‘It’s On Us’’ campaign to let people know every-
one has a role to play in preventing and effectively responding to sexual 
violence.

It’s on parents and caregivers to teach their children to respect and value 
others. It’s on teammates, classmates, and colleagues to recognize sexual 
misconduct and intervene to stop it. It’s on all of us to work for the change 
we need to shift the attitudes and behaviors that allow sexual assault to 
go unnoticed, unreported, and unpunished. During National Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month, let us commit to being part of the solu-
tion and rededicate ourselves to creating a society where violence is not 
tolerated, survivors are supported, and all people are able to pursue their 
fullest measure of happiness without fear of abuse or assault. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
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the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2015 as National 
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month. I urge all Americans to 
support survivors of sexual assault and work together to prevent these 
crimes in their communities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9250 of April 1, 2015 

World Autism Awareness Day, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On World Autism Awareness Day, our Nation recognizes all those around 
the globe who live on the autism spectrum. We celebrate the countless 
ways they strengthen our communities and enrich our world—and we reaf-
firm their fundamental rights to participate fully in society, live with re-
spect, and achieve their greatest potential. 

In the United States, millions of adults and young people live with autism 
spectrum disorder, including 1 out of every 68 children. They are our col-
leagues, classmates, friends, and loved ones, and they each have something 
to contribute to the American story. In large cities and small towns, indi-
viduals with autism live independent and productive lives, and our Nation 
is better because of their unique talents and perspectives. Their example 
reminds us that all people have inherent dignity and worth, and that every-
one deserves a fair shot at opportunity. 

My Administration is committed to helping Americans with autism fulfill 
their potential by ensuring access to the resources and programs they need. 
The Affordable Care Act prohibits companies from denying health insur-
ance because of pre-existing conditions such as autism, and the law also 
requires most insurance plans to cover preventive services—including au-
tism and developmental screenings for young children—without copays. 
Last year, I was proud to sign the Autism CARES Act of 2014, which bol-
stered training and educational opportunities for professionals serving chil-
dren or adults on the autism spectrum. And as part of the BRAIN Initiative, 
we continue to invest in innovative research that aims to revolutionize our 
understanding of conditions like autism and improve the lives of all who 
live with them. 

The greatness of our Nation lies in the diversity of our people. When more 
Americans are able to pursue their full measure of happiness, it makes our 
Union more perfect and uplifts us all. Today, let us honor advocates, pro-
fessionals, family members, and all who work to build brighter tomorrows 
alongside those with autism. Together, we can create a world free of bar-
riers to inclusion and full of understanding and acceptance of the dif-
ferences that make us strong. 
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