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can be measured in human lives. Every person, every community, and 
every nation has a duty to protect the health of all our children and grand-
children, and my Administration is committed to leading this effort. 

The United States has faced challenges before, and each time we have bold-
ly taken responsibility for our destiny and reached for the future we knew 
was possible. Today, vaccines prevent diseases that once devastated na-
tions—and we should do more to spread the facts about their benefits. 
After 5 years of the Affordable Care Act, more than 16 million uninsured 
Americans have gained health insurance coverage, and this achievement 
has cut the ranks of the uninsured by nearly one-third. 

We are shifting the focus of our country’s health care system from sickness 
and disease to wellness and prevention. First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s
Move! initiative is working to make it easier for parents and children to 
make healthy choices about the food they eat and the exercise they get 
every day. With partners around the world, the United States launched the 
Global Health Security Agenda to help prevent, detect, and respond to out-
breaks before they become epidemics. And my Administration is taking ag-
gressive, coordinated actions to slow the emergence and prevent the spread 
of antibiotic-resistant bacteria. 

Public health is the foundation for a brighter tomorrow. When we invest 
in the safety and well-being of all Americans, we enrich our communities, 
bolster our economy, and strengthen our Nation. During National Public 
Health Week, we recognize public health professionals and all who care for 
the welfare of others, and we recommit to doing everything within our 
power to build a world where every child can enjoy the limitless possibili-
ties of a healthy life. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 6 through April 
12, 2015, as National Public Health Week. I call on all citizens, government 
agencies, private businesses, non-profit organizations, and other groups to 
join in activities and take action to improve the health of our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9252 of April 8, 2015 

National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For more than two centuries, courageous patriots have fought and sac-
rificed to secure the freedoms that define our Nation’s character and shape 
our way of life. With honor and distinction, they have borne the burdens 
of defending these values, enduring tremendous hardship so that we might 
know a freer, safer, more peaceful world. On National Former Prisoner of 
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War Recognition Day, we honor the women and men who traded their lib-
erty—and sometimes their lives—to protect our own, and we acknowledge 
the profound debt of gratitude we owe these extraordinary members of our 
Armed Forces. 

Thousands of American servicemen and women have experienced unimagi-
nable trials and profound cruelty as prisoners of war. Many suffered mental 
and physical torture. Often they faced starvation, isolation, and the uncer-
tainty of indefinite captivity. But even in their darkest moments, these he-
roes displayed courage and determination. They met immense anguish with 
an indomitable resolve and stood fast for the principles in which they be-
lieved. Their sacrifice represents what is best about our people and chal-
lenges us to live up to our Nation’s highest ideals. 

These warriors endured days, months, and sometimes years of imprison-
ment, missing irreplaceable milestones and simple moments at home. But 
they were never forgotten; they were remembered every day by loved ones. 
Families, friends, and communities—sustained by unyielding devotion 
through periods of painful unknown—never lost hope. And the United 
States of America remained deeply committed to our profound obligation 
to never leave our men and women in uniform behind. 

As we reflect on the sacrifices that have made progress throughout our 
world possible, we are reminded of our solemn duty to serve our former 
prisoners of war, their families, and all our veterans as well as they served 
us. Today, we recommit to upholding this sacred trust, and we pay tribute 
to all those who have given of themselves to protect our Union. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2015, as Na-
tional Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon all Americans 
to observe this day of remembrance by honoring all American prisoners of 
war, our service members, and our veterans. I also call upon Federal, State, 
and local government officials and organizations to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9253 of April 10, 2015 

National Volunteer Week, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a Nation, our greatest resource is our people. We each have the power 
to strengthen the fabric of our society and make the world a better place. 
Every day, Americans across the country realize this enormous potential 
through service to others and by giving back to their communities. During 
National Volunteer Week, we recognize those who embrace a life of active, 
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