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prosperity here in the United States, and as President, I will continue to
work to bolster our systems of justice and advance efforts that do the same
overseas.

America is and always has been a nation of laws. Our institutions of justice
are vital to securing the promise of our country, and they are bound up
with the values and beliefs that have united peoples through the ages. The
United States and our citizens are inextricably linked to all those around
the world doing the hard work of strengthening the rule of law—joined in
common purpose by our mutual interest in building freer, fairer, more just
societies.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, in accordance with Public Law 87-20, as amended, do hereby
proclaim May 1, 2015, as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to ac-
knowledge the importance of our Nation’s legal and judicial systems with
appropriate ceremonies and activities, and to display the flag of the United
States in support of this national observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9266 of April 30, 2015
Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The rich heritage of Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Is-
landers spans the world and the depths of America’s history. Generation
after generation, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have forged a
proud legacy that reflects the spirit of our Nation—a country that values
the contributions of everyone who calls America home. During Asian
American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month, we honor the perse-
verance of those who courageously reached for their hopes and dreams in
a new land, and we celebrate the important impact the AAPI community
has made on our Nation’s progress.

From the more than one million immigrants who journeyed across the Pa-
cific and arrived on Angel Island to the Chinese-American laborers who
risked their lives to link our coasts by rail, the determination of this vibrant
community represents the best of our national character. In each chapter
of our country’s story—in places like Selma and the grape fields of Delano,
during the moments where our Nation’s destiny has been decided—AAPIs
of all backgrounds have set inspiring examples as leaders and trailblazers,
united by a common hope for civil rights, equal treatment, and a better to-
morrow for all Americans.

Through times of hardship and in the face of enduring prejudice, these
women and men have persisted and forged ahead to help strengthen our
Union. Native Hawaiians have fought to protect their treasured traditions,
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language, and lands. And AAPI patriots have defended the beliefs for
which we stand. Seventy years ago, the United States and our allies se-
cured a lasting peace throughout the Asia Pacific region and much of the
world—a victory achieved in part by thousands of Filipino Americans who
fought valiantly but were denied compensation, and also by Japanese
Americans who served this country even as the freedom of their loved ones
was denied.

Fifty years ago, the United States opened new doors of opportunity to more
Asian and Pacific Islander immigrants through the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act of 1965, ending the arbitrary and outdated policies that unfairly
limited the potential of entire regions. This year also marks the 40th anni-
versary of the end of the Vietnam War, which brought new Vietnamese,
Cambodian, Hmong, and Laotian communities to this country. But as we
recognize the enormous progress America has made, we must also ac-
knowledge the many struggles AAPIs continue to experience in the face of
persistent inequality and bigotry, including barriers to equal access to edu-
cation, employment, and health care. South Asian Americans—especially
those who are Muslim, Hindu, or Sikh—too often face senseless violence
and harassment due only to the color of their skin or the tenets of their
faith. And to this day, many AAPIs continue to live in the shadows and
are separated from their families due to our broken immigration system.

My Administration is committed to addressing these unmet needs and the
ugly discrimination that still exists. I was proud to re-establish the White
House Initiative on AAPIs soon after I took office, to foster opportunities
for increased access to and involvement in Federal programs. As part of
that effort, my Administration is expanding its regional network of Federal
leaders and hosting community meetings across the country to better un-
derstand the needs of the diverse AAPI community. Last year, I announced
my intent to take actions that would allow more high-skilled immigrants,
graduates, and entrepreneurs to stay and contribute to our economy, and
I continue to call on the Congress to pass comprehensive immigration re-
form. To highlight the tremendous growth of the AAPI community and my
Administration’s commitment to increasing opportunity for AAPIs every-
where, this month we will host the White House Summit on AAPIs—an
unprecedented and historic all-day convening of senior Federal officials
and community leaders from across the country.

As we commemorate Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month,
we pay tribute to all those in the AAPI community who have striven for
a brighter future for the next generation. Together, let us recommit to em-
bracing the diversity that enriches our Nation and to ensuring all our peo-
ple have an equal chance to succeed in the country we love.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2015 as Asian
American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans
to visit www.WhiteHouse.gov/AAPI to learn more about our efforts on be-
half of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, and to observe this month
with appropriate programs and activities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9267 of April 30, 2015
National Mental Health Awareness Month, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This year, approximately one in five American adults—our friends, col-
leagues, and loved ones—will experience a diagnosable mental health con-
dition like depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, or post-
traumatic stress, and many others will be troubled by significant emotional
and psychological distress, especially in times of difficulty. For most of
these people, treatment can be effective and recovery is possible. Yet today,
millions of Americans still do not receive the care they need. This month,
we stand with those who live with mental illness, and we recommit to en-
suring all Americans have access to quality, affordable care.

In the past decade, our Nation has made extraordinary progress in recog-
nizing severe psychological distress and diagnosing and treating mental ill-
ness, and my Administration is committed to building on that success. The
Affordable Care Act extends mental health and substance use disorder ben-
efits and parity protections to over 60 million Americans. Protections under
the law also prohibit insurers from denying coverage because of pre-exist-
ing conditions like a diagnosis of mental illness and require most insurance
plans to cover recommended preventive services without copays, including
behavioral assessments for children and depression screenings. As part of
the BRAIN Initiative, we are funding innovative research that aims to revo-
lutionize our understanding of conditions that affect the brain, such as
mental health disorders, and to improve the lives of all who live with
them. And we continue to invest in community health centers, enabling
them to expand access to mental health services where they are needed
most.

As Americans, we have a sacred obligation to provide those who suffer
from the invisible wounds of war with the support they have earned. Ear-
lier this year, I was proud to sign the Clay Hunt SAV Act, which author-
ized additional steps to address mental health and prevent suicide among
veterans. This law will build on my Administration’s ongoing work to bol-
ster mental health services for service members, veterans, and their fami-
lies. We recently established a new policy that will ensure the continuity
of mental health medications during service members’ transitions to care
at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), and we took action to make cer-
tain those receiving mental health care are connected to mental health pro-
fessionals as they transition to the VA or a community provider. My Ad-
ministration has also worked to increase the number of counselors avail-
able to our veterans and to expand the capacity of the Veterans Crisis Line.
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