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and our country. They are our Nation’s innovators, tireless workers, en-
gines of economic growth, and drivers of progress. And through their exam-
ple, they teach our future dreamers and doers about the value of hard work, 
compassion, service, and personal responsibility. 

Today, women are nearly half of the American workforce, and as a Nation, 
we must ensure our policies reflect this reality because no woman should 
have to choose between being a productive employee and a responsible 
mother. All women deserve equal pay for equal work and a living wage, 
and as President, I have fought tirelessly to advance these commonsense 
measures. I continue to call for increased workplace flexibility and access 
to paid leave, including paid sick days, and I have proposed a plan that 
would make quality child care available to every middle-class and low-in-
come family with young children. I remain committed to tearing down the 
remaining barriers to mothers’ full and equal participation in our economy 
and society—because when mothers succeed, America succeeds and poli-
cies that benefit women and working families benefit us all. 

We owe so much to our mothers, and they deserve policies that support 
them, as well as our profound love and gratitude. On Mother’s Day, we 
give thanks to our mothers who lift us up every day. Let us pay respect 
to those who continue to offer us generous love and patient counsel and 
hold fast to the memories of all who live on in our hearts. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770), 
has designated the second Sunday in May each year as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and 
requested the President to call for its appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim May 10, 2015, as Mother’s Day. I urge all 
Americans to express love and gratitude to mothers everywhere, and I call 
upon all citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9279 of May 11, 2015 

National Women’s Health Week, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The security of quality, affordable health care should not be a privilege— 
it should be a fundamental right for every person, regardless of their sex 
or gender. Today, the Affordable Care Act is helping to secure this right 
for women across our Nation. The law is saving money for women and 
their families, and it is saving lives—of our mothers, daughters, and sis-
ters—and helping more women achieve their fullest potential. During Na-
tional Women’s Health Week, we reaffirm the belief that ensuring all 
women and girls have the opportunity to live full and healthy lives is vital 
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to their success and to the prosperity of our Nation; we celebrate the dif-
ference the Affordable Care Act has made for countless women; and we re-
commit to building on its success because we know that when women suc-
ceed, America succeeds. 

Over the past year, millions of women have gained the security of knowing 
their personal and professional goals will not be jeopardized just because 
they face a health challenge. Because of the Affordable Care Act, women 
can no longer be charged different premiums than men for the same cov-
erage or be denied insurance based on pre-existing conditions, such as 
pregnancy or violence-related injuries. The law also requires most insur-
ance plans to cover basic health services, including contraceptive, prenatal, 
and maternity care. And today, tens of millions of women are benefiting 
from expanded access to preventive care under the law—services which 
can lead to early detection of some of the many health challenges that dis-
proportionately affect women. Because these preventive services—like 
screenings for breast cancer, domestic violence, and osteoporosis—are 
available without cost sharing, women are not forced to choose between 
health care necessities and other essential expenses. 

The equality that all women deserve is inextricably linked to safeguarding 
access to preventive services and treatment and eliminating disparities in 
health outcomes. My Administration is committed to strengthening the Af-
fordable Care Act, and we are striving to reach all those who have yet to 
enroll and gain access to the crucial services it provides. Every day, we are 
working to make women’s health care more affordable, increase women’s 
access to sexual and reproductive health services, and improve maternal 
and child health outcomes. 

As we celebrate National Women’s Health Week, we rededicate ourselves 
to advancing women’s health and building a healthy future for all women 
and girls across our country. To learn more and to access additional infor-
mation and resources, Americans can visit www.WomensHealth.gov and 
www.GirlsHealth.gov.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 10 through May 16, 
2015, as National Women’s Health Week. I encourage all Americans to cele-
brate the progress we have made in protecting women’s health and to pro-
mote awareness, prevention, and educational activities that improve the 
health of all women. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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