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prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each lo-
cality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time during which people may unite 
in prayer. I also ask all Americans to observe the National Moment of Re-
membrance beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on Memorial Day. 

I request the Governors of the United States and its Territories, and the ap-
propriate officials of all units of government, to direct that the flag be flown 
at half-staff until noon on this Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and 
naval vessels throughout the United States and in all areas under its juris-
diction and control. I also request the people of the United States to dis-
play the flag at half-staff from their homes for the customary forenoon pe-
riod.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9288 of May 29, 2015 

African-American Music Appreciation Month, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For centuries, African-American musicians have shaped our Nation and 
helped tell our story. By melding enduring truths with new sounds, they 
have pioneered entire genres and contributed to the foundation of our mu-
sical landscape—capturing an essential part of who we are as Americans. 
During African-American Music Appreciation Month, we recognize the art-
ists who have enriched our lives and the ways their beats and harmonies 
have advanced our unending journey toward a more perfect Union. 

With all the energy and diversity of our great Nation, the stirring sounds 
of the American experience have expanded our minds and lifted our souls, 
helping us better understand ourselves and one another. When the tides of 
injustice and hardship have seemed too great, melodies of hope have given 
us strength, and in moments of joy, powerful songs speak to the audacity 
that fuels our dreams. Through momentous change—above the jangling dis-
cord of a people determined to write their own destiny and the consonance 
of great progress—our music has remained a constant source of inspiration, 
bringing us together and empowering us to reach for what we know is pos-
sible.

By honoring the timeless sounds that define our past and help transform 
our future, we celebrate not only the musicians who move us, but also the 
spirit of resilience and renewal they embody. This month, let us remember 
the essential role music plays in breaking the barriers of our time and guid-
ing us toward a more inclusive and more equal tomorrow. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2015 as African- 
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American Music Appreciation Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, and all the people of the United States to observe this month with 
appropriate activities and programs that raise awareness and foster appre-
ciation of music that is composed, arranged, or performed by African 
Americans.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
ninth.

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9289 of May 29, 2015 

Great Outdoors Month, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s vast and varied landscapes have always been central to the char-
acter of our Nation and the story of our people. Their rugged beauty reflects 
our national history and heritage—as pioneers who forged new paths and 
explorers who dared to venture into the unknown—and continues to in-
spire new generations of outdoor enthusiasts. Our mountains and rivers are 
part of who we are, and they are the birthright of all our people. Today, 
one-third of all our Nation’s land is publicly owned and set aside for the 
use and enjoyment of every American. These are the places that make our 
country great, and as heirs to this extraordinary legacy of conservation, we 
have an obligation to make sure our children and grandchildren can enjoy 
the everlasting bounty of the great outdoors. 

Our Nation’s public lands and waters fuel our economy and support our 
industries. Home to living laboratories and wondrous playgrounds, they 
spark boundless curiosity and innovation, and in the desolate wilderness, 
adventurers rediscover the spirit of independence that unites all Ameri-
cans. As President, I am committed to ensuring every child in America— 
regardless of who they are or where they live—has the opportunity to ex-
plore these treasured spaces. That is why earlier this year I launched the 
Every Kid in a Park initiative, which will provide all fourth graders and 
their families with free admission to our National Parks and other Federal 
lands and waters for a full year. And I invite all Americans to ‘‘Find Your 
Park’’ and celebrate some of the most beautiful landscapes and waterscapes 
in the world. 

As a Nation, we must work to safeguard nature’s splendor for generations 
to come. Climate change threatens our lands and waters, as well as the 
health and well-being of future generations. That is why my Administration 
has taken commonsense actions to combat climate change, ensure the resil-
ience of our natural resources, and protect our children. I am proud to have 
protected more than 260 million additional acres of public lands and 
waters—more than any other President—which includes the establishment 
or expansion of 16 National Monuments through my Executive authority. 
For more than a half-century, the Land and Water Conservation Fund has 
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