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Proclamation 9295 of June 12, 2015

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For 10 years, Americans have marked World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
by joining with individuals worldwide to take a stand against elder abuse,
neglect, and exploitation. Often under-identified and under-reported, elder
abuse is a public health crisis that crosses all socioeconomic lines, and it
is an affront to human rights around the world. Today, we once again take
this opportunity to raise awareness of this injustice, and with the inter-
national community, we recommit to ending this abuse, supporting those
who are victims, and holding perpetrators accountable.

Every year, millions of older Americans experience abuse, neglect, or ex-
ploitation. They are our friends and neighbors, and our parents, grand-
parents, and loved ones, and we must do more to change this unacceptable
reality. Elder abuse can take many forms—including physical, emotional,
and sexual abuse, as well as neglect, abandonment, and financial exploi-
tation—and it is important for all Americans to learn how to recognize and
report mistreatment. The way we treat our older citizens reflects our values
as a society, and it is our shared responsibility to ensure all our seniors
receive the support and protection they deserve. To find out more and to
learn what you can do to combat elder abuse, visit www.NCEA.AOA.gov.

My Administration is committed to protecting and empowering our Na-
tion’s older Americans so they can live out their years with dignity and
independence. Through the Affordable Care Act, we enacted the Elder Jus-
tice Act, which authorized important new initiatives to prevent elder
abuse. We have worked tirelessly to strengthen and protect the programs
that provide essential support, quality care, and economic security to our
seniors, including Medicare, Medicaid, the Older Americans Act, and So-
cial Security. And to help safeguard those who responsibly prepare for re-
tirement from financial exploitation, I have called for new rules to require
financial advisors to put their clients’ interests before their own.

The Federal Government is working with non-profit and private sector
leaders, as well as State, local, and tribal governments to provide edu-
cation, outreach, and resources that help older Americans live safe and pro-
ductive lives. As part of my Administration’s efforts to address these crit-
ical issues, next month I will host the White House Conference on Aging.
Connecting older Americans, their families, caregivers, advocates, commu-
nity leaders, and experts, the Conference will be an important opportunity
to continue our efforts to promote healthy aging, provide long-term services
and support, defend retirement security, and protect older Americans from
abuse in all its forms.

After a lifetime of contributions to their families, their communities, and
our world, older Americans deserve to live free from harm and abuse. As
a society, we must lift up our seniors by advancing policies of inclusion
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and combating ageism wherever it exists. On World Elder Abuse Aware-
ness Day, let us join with law enforcement officials, adult protective serv-
ices professionals, health and human services providers, neighbors, care-
givers, and community leaders to strengthen our long-term care systems
and redouble our efforts to build communities that safeguard our elders
and support long and healthy lives for all people throughout the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 15, 2015, as World
Elder Abuse Awareness Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day
by learning the signs of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation, and by rais-
ing awareness about this important public health issue.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9296 of June 19, 2015
Father’s Day, 2015

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Being a dad is one of the most important jobs a man can have, and few
things bring as much joy and pride as the blessing of fatherhood. Raising
your children is an incredible privilege, but it is also a tremendous respon-
sibility. It requires hard work, frequent struggle, and a commitment to al-
ways be there for your daughters and sons. Today, we celebrate the men
who provide us unconditional love and support, and who teach us to lead
lives of courage and character.

Fathers are some of our first role models and coaches in life. They inspire
us to strive for what is possible—supporting us no matter what path we
choose, encouraging us to reach higher, and always believing in us, even
when we may not believe in ourselves. Through their example, they dem-
onstrate that with self-discipline and dedication, we can achieve our high-
est aspirations, and they are there to cheer us on every step of the way.

Fatherhood demands sacrifice, and it is often difficult work—but being a
dad does not require perfection. Our children do not expect us to be super-
heroes, but we do have an obligation to show up and be there for our kids.
If we want our sons and daughters to work hard, fight for what is right,
and earn their piece of the American dream, we must show them that we
can overcome challenges with grit and determination, strive to do better
every day, and throughout it all, never give up hope. It is in seemingly
small acts and ordinary moments that our children learn big ideas and the
most important lessons in life. Through a love shown and earned by being
present, we teach our children what matters and pass on a spirit of empa-
thy, compassion, and selflessness.
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