
141

Proclamations Proc. 9314 

Proclamation 9314 of August 31, 2015 

National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every year, America pauses to raise awareness of prostate cancer and reaf-
firm our resolve to defeat it. One of the most common cancers among 
American men, prostate cancer will kill more than 27,500 of our Nation’s 
fathers, husbands, sons, and brothers this year, and more than 220,000 
Americans will be diagnosed with it in 2015 alone. With each diagnosis 
comes pain and heartache, and for too many it leads to extreme hardship 
and unimaginable loss. As a country, we stand with all those who are fight-
ing prostate cancer, their families, and every person who knows the chal-
lenges it brings, and we renew our commitment to combating this dev-
astating disease. 

Decades of innovative research have helped to reduce prostate cancer’s 
mortality through more effective prevention, detection, and treatment. And 
while the exact causes of prostate cancer remain unknown, medical re-
search has identified well-established risk factors with which men should 
be familiar, such as age, family history, and race. By working to raise 
awareness of prostate cancer, we can help men make more informed deci-
sions about their health—including choices which may help prevent can-
cer, such as avoiding smoking, maintaining a healthy diet and weight, and 
exercising regularly. I encourage all men, especially those at higher risk, to 
speak with a health care professional to learn how prostate cancer could 
affect them. Everyone can learn more by visiting www.Cancer.gov/Prostate. 

My Administration is committed to ensuring that Americans have every op-
portunity to live long and healthy lives. Cancer should not be a death sen-
tence, nor should it condemn individuals to a life of poverty just because 
they do not have access to the quality, affordable care they need. That is 
why we fought so hard for the Affordable Care Act—a law which has 
helped more than 16 million uninsured Americans gain the security they 
deserve. The law also prevents insurance companies from denying coverage 
due to a pre-existing condition, such as cancer, and it eliminates annual 
and lifetime dollar limits on coverage that could disrupt prostate cancer 
treatments.

We will also continue to support the types of groundbreaking research that 
have made a difference for so many cancer patients. Earlier this year, I an-
nounced my plan to invest in research to better understand cancer and 
other diseases, thereby determining how best to treat each patient. This 
Precision Medicine Initiative aims to accelerate biomedical discoveries and 
revolutionize how our Nation combats disease. 

During National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, we honor all those we 
have lost, and we redouble our efforts to beat prostate cancer once and for 
all. Together, with our Nation’s advocates, medical researchers, health care 
providers, and all those who have been touched by cancer, let us resolve 
to continue our work toward a future free from cancer in all its forms. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 9315 

the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2015 as Na-
tional Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. I encourage all citizens, govern-
ment agencies, private businesses, non-profit organizations, and other 
groups to join in activities that will increase awareness and prevention of 
prostate cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortieth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9315 of August 31, 2015 

National Wilderness Month, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The beauty of America’s wilderness has always been central to our char-
acter as a Nation. Our untrammeled lands and waters are part of a rich leg-
acy that is carried forward from one generation to the next, reflecting a 
spirit of conservation deeply rooted in the quintessential American belief 
that each of us has an equal share in these special places and an equal re-
sponsibility to protect them. Every day, individuals across our country em-
body this idea by maintaining our trails and parks, working to restore cher-
ished sites, and inspiring communities to preserve the areas they treasure. 

Since I took office, I have been committed to protecting the pristine areas 
that enrich our lives and our country. That is why I have set aside more 
lands and waters than any other President in our history, including by des-
ignating more than 2 million new acres of wilderness. And to ensure our 
children have the chance to experience the wonder within our protected 
lands, my Administration launched the Every Kid in a Park initiative, 
which provides free admission to public lands for all fourth graders and 
their families—enabling more young Americans to discover the land with 
which our Nation has been blessed. 

For more than a half-century, the Land and Water Conservation Fund has 
helped to protect these iconic places and make it easier for families to 
spend time outside. The Fund has advanced over 40,000 local projects by 
making critical investments, including in National Parks, baseball fields, 
battlefields, and community green spaces. I continue to call on the Con-
gress to act to ensure this vital tool of environmental stewardship and com-
munity development does not expire by fully and permanently funding the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund, and as President, I will keep working 
to make it easier for all families to enjoy our great outdoors no matter 
where they live. 

Our National Parks, wildlife refuges, forests, and public lands are also es-
sential for expanding economic opportunity, creating jobs, and fueling local 
economies. My Administration is committed to partnering with cities and 
States to make sure they have the resources they need to protect these out-
door spaces in the face of extreme weather events that imperil our security 
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