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The Red Cross or the USO will not be 
notified in such cases in order to pre-
clude the possibility of any adverse in-
ference being drawn. 

(3) If, after reviewing the information 
or report of investigation, the DISCO is 
unable to make a favorable security 
acceptability determination, the case 
shall be referred for further processing 
in accordance with part 155 of this 
title. 

PART 257—ACCEPTANCE OF 
SERVICE OF PROCESS 

Sec. 
257.1 Purpose. 
257.2 Applicability. 
257.3 Definition. 
257.4 Policy. 
257.5 Responsibilities. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301, 133. 

SOURCE: 49 FR 1490, Jan. 12, 1984, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 257.1 Purpose. 

This rule updates DoD policy gov-
erning acceptance of service of process 
served on the Secretary of Defense and 
the Secretaries of the Military Depart-
ments. 

§ 257.2 Applicability. 

This rule applies to the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense (OSD) and the 
Military Departments. 

§ 257.3 Definition. 

Service of Process. When applied to the 
filing of a court action against an offi-
cer or agency of the United States, 
service of process refers to the delivery 
or, when appropriate, receipt by mail, 
of a summons and complaint made in 
accordance with Rule 4, Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure by serving the 
United States and by serving a copy of 
the summons and complaint by reg-
istered or certified mail to such officer 
or agency. It further signifies the deliv-
ery of a subpoena requiring a witness 
to appear and give testimony or of a 
subpoena requiring production of docu-
ments, or delivery of a subpoena for 
any other reason whether or not the 
matter involves the United States. 

§ 257.4 Policy. 

It is DoD policy to accept service of 
process directed to the Secretary of De-
fense or a Secretary of a Military De-
partment in his official capacity. Ac-
ceptance of service of process will not 
constitute an admission or waiver with 
respect to the jurisdiction or to the 
propriety of service. 

§ 257.5 Responsibilities. 

The following responsibilities may 
not be redelegated: 

(a) The General Counsel, Department of 
Defense, shall accept service of process 
for the OSD. 

(b) The Secretary of the Army, or his 
designee, the Chief, Litigation Division, 
Office of the Judge Advocate General, 
shall accept service of process for the 
Department of the Army. 

(c) The Secretary of the Navy, or his 
designee, the General Counsel, shall ac-
cept service of process for the Depart-
ment of the Navy. 

(d) The Secretary of the Air Force, or 
his designee, the Chief, General Litiga-
tion Division, Office of the Judge Advo-
cate General, shall accept service of 
process for the Department of the Air 
Force. 

PART 259—UNIFORM RELOCATION 
ASSISTANCE AND REAL PROP-
ERTY ACQUISITION FOR FEDERAL 
AND FEDERALLY-ASSISTED PRO-
GRAMS 

AUTHORITY: Section 213, Uniform Reloca-
tion Assistance and Real Property Acquisi-
tion Policies Act of 1970, Pub. L. 91–646, 84 
Stat. 1894, (42 U.S.C. 4601) as amended by the 
Surface Transportation and Uniform Reloca-
tion Assistance Act of 1987, Title IV of Pub. 
L. 100–17, 101 Stat. 246–256 (42 U.S.C. 4601 
note). 

§ 259.1 Uniform relocation assistance 
and real property acquisition. 

Regulations and procedures for com-
plying with the Uniform Relocation 
Assistance and Real Property Acquisi-
tion Policies Act of 1970, Pub. L. 91–646, 
84 Stat. 1894 42 U.S.C. 4601) as amended 
by the Surface Transportation and Uni-
form Relocation Assistance Act of 1987 
(Title IV of Pub. L. 100–17, 101 Stat. 246– 
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