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Consumer Information Act (7 U.S.C.
7464(c));

(xv) Appoint members of Popcorn
Board established by section 575(b)(1) of
the Popcorn Promotion, Research, and
Consumer Information Act (7 U.S.C.
7484(b));

(xvi) Appoint members of the Wheat
Industry Council established by section
1706(a) of the Wheat and Wheat Foods
Research and Nutrition Education Act
(7 U.S.C. 3405(a));

(xvii) Appoint members of the Cattle-
men’s Beef Promotion and Research
Board established by section 5(1) of the
Beef Research and Information Act as
amended (7 U.S.C. 2904(1));

(xviii) Appoint members of the Na-
tional Pork Board established by sec-
tion 1619(a)(1) of the Pork Promotion,
Research, and Consumer Information
Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 4808(a));

(xix) Appoint members of the United
Soybean Board established by section
1969(b)(1) of the Soybean Promotion,
Research, and Consumer Information
Act (7 U.S.C. 6304(b));

(xx) Appoint members of the Na-
tional Sheep Promotion, Research, and
Information Board established by sec-
tion 5(b) of the Sheep Promotion, Re-
search, and Information Act (7 U.S.C.
7104(b)(1);

(xxi) Appoint members of the Na-
tional Canola and Rapeseed Board es-
tablished by section 535(b)(1) of the
Canola and Rapeseed Research, Pro-
motion, and Consumer Information Act
(7 U.S.C. 7444(b));

(xxii) Appoint members of boards es-
tablished by section 515(b)(2)(A) of the
Commodity Promotion, Research, and
Information Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C.
7414(b)).

(2) Related to animal and plant health
inspection. (i) Determination that an
emergency or extraordinary emergency
exists under the Animal Health Protec-
tion Act (7 U.S.C. 8306, 8316).

(ii) Determination that an emergency
or extraordinary emergency exists
under the Plant Protection Act (7
U.S.C. 7715, 7772).

(iii) Approval of requests for appor-
tionment of reserves for the control of
outbreaks of insects, plant diseases,
and animal diseases to the extent nec-
essary to meet emergency conditions
(31 U.S.C. 1512).
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(iv) The suspension, revocation, or
other impairment of a permit issued
under section 7524 of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (21
U.S.C. 113a note).

(3) Approval of prize competitions
that may result in the award of more
than $1,000,000 in cash prizes under sec-
tion 24(m)(4)(B) of the Stevenson-
Wydler Technology Innovation Act of
1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719(m)(4)(B)).

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 61
FR 25776, May 23, 1996; 61 FR 68541, Dec. 30,
1996; 62 FR 40254, July 28, 1997, 656 FR 12428,
Mar. 9, 2000; 656 FR 49471, Aug. 14, 2000; 68 FR
27439, May 20, 2003; 70 FR 55706, Sept. 23, 2005;
74 FR 3405, Jan. 21, 2009; 76 FR 4802, Jan. 27,
2011; 79 FR 44109, July 30, 2014; 80 FR 58337,
Sept. 29, 2015]

EDITORIAL NOTE: At 70 FR 55706, Sept. 23,
2005, §2.22 was amended by revising
(a)(2)(xxxi); however, this amendment could
not be done because the wrong text published
in the Federal Register setting out text for
paragraph (a)(2)(xxxii)

§2.23 Assistant Secretary for Congres-
sional Relations.

(a) The following delegations of au-
thority are made by the Secretary of
Agriculture to the Assistant Secretary
for Congressional Relations:

(1) Related to congressional affairs. (i)
Exercise responsibility for coordina-
tion of all congressional matters in the
Department.

(ii) Maintain liaison with the Con-
gress and the White House on legisla-
tive Matters of concern to the Depart-
ment.

(2) Related to intergovernmental affairs.
(i) Coordinate all programs involving
intergovernmental affairs including
State and local government relations
and liaison with:

(A) National Association of State De-
partments of Agriculture;

(B) Office of Intergovernmental Rela-
tions (Office of Vice President);

(C) Advisory Commission on Inter-
governmental Relations;

(D) Council of State Governments;

(B) National Governors Conference;

(F) National Association of Counties;

(G) National League of Cities;

(H) International City Managers As-
sociation;

(I) U.S. Conference of Mayors; and
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(J) Such other State and Federal
agencies, departments and organiza-
tions as are necessary in carrying out
the responsibilities of this office.

(ii) Maintain oversight of the activi-
ties of USDA representatives to the 10
Federal Regional councils.

(iii) Serve as the USDA contact with
the Advisory Commission on Intergov-
ernmental Relations for implementa-
tion of OMB Circular A-85 to provide
advance notification to state and local
governments of proposed changes in
Department programs that affect such
governments.

(iv) Act as the department represent-
ative for Federal executive board mat-
ters.

(b) [Reserved]

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 68
FR 27439, May 20, 2003; 69 FR 34252, June 21,
2004; 80 FR 58337, Sept. 29, 2015]

EDITORIAL NOTE: At 79 FR 44109, July 30,
2014, §2.23 was amended; however, the amend-
ment could not be incorporated due to inac-
curate amendatory instruction.

§2.24 Assistant Secretary for Adminis-
tration.

(a) The following delegations of au-
thority are made by the Secretary of
Agriculture to the Assistant Secretary
for Administration:

(1) [Reserved]

(2) Related to information technology
and information resources.

(i) [Reserved]

(ii) Oversee all information tech-
nology and information resource man-
agement activities relating to the pro-
grams and operations of the Depart-
ment and component agencies. This
oversight includes approving informa-
tion technology investments, moni-
toring and evaluating the performance
of those investments and information
resource management activities, ap-
proval of all architectures and compo-
nents thereto and determining whether
to continue, modify, or terminate an
information technology program or
project.

(iii) Provide advice and other assist-
ance to the Secretary and other senior
management personnel to ensure that
information technology is acquired and
managed for the Department con-
sistent with chapter 35 of title 44,

§2.24

United States Code (Coordination of
Federal Information Policy).

(iv) Develop, implement, and main-
tain a sound and integrated Depart-
ment-wide information technology ar-
chitecture.

(v) Promote the effective and effi-
cient design and operation of all major
information resources management
processes for the Department, includ-
ing improvements to work processes of
the Department.

(vi) Approve the acquisition or pro-
curement of information technology
resources by, or on behalf of, any De-
partment agency or office.

(vii) Collaborate with Department
procurement personnel with respect to
information technology acquisition
strategy and policy.

(viii) Designate the Major Informa-
tion Technology Systems Executive in
USDA to integrate and unify the man-
agement process for the Department’s
major information technology system
acquisitions and to monitor implemen-
tation of the policies and practices set
forth in Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) Circular No. A-109,
Major Systems Acquisitions, for infor-
mation technology. This includes the
authority to:

(A) Ensure that OMB Circular No. A-
109 is effectively implemented for in-
formation technology systems in the
Department and that the management
objectives of the Circular are realized.

(B) Review the program management
of each major information technology
system acquisition.

(C) Approve the appointment of the
program manager for each major infor-
mation technology systems acquisi-
tion.

(D) Designate any Departmental in-
formation technology acquisition as a
major system acquisition under OMB
Circular No. A-109.

(ix) On an annual basis:

(A) Assess Department-wide per-
sonnel requirements regarding knowl-
edge and skill in information resources
management, and the adequacy of such
requirements, to achieve the perform-
ance goals established for information
resources management.

(B) Develop strategies and specific
plans for hiring, training, and profes-
sional development at the executive
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