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(ii) The general officers of the De-
partment, except the Inspector Gen-
eral.

(iii) The offices and agencies report-
ing to the Assistant Secretary for Ad-
ministration as a Working Capital
Fund activity.

(iv) Any other offices or agencies of
the Department as may be agreed.

(25) Develop, promulgate, and coordi-
nate Department-wide policy con-
cerning nonprocurement debarment
and suspension.

(26) Prepare and submit to Congress
reports on conferences sponsored or
held by the Department or attended by
employees of the Department (7 U.S.C.
2255b).

(27) Administer the debarment au-
thorities in section 14211 of the Food,
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7
U.S.C. 2209j) in coordination with the
Director, Office of Procurement and
Property Management.

(28) Redelegate, as appropriate, any
authority delegated under paragraphs
(a)(1) through (27) of this section to
general officers of the Department and
heads of Departmental agencies.

(29) Provide Departmentwide guid-
ance on implementation of prize com-
petition authority in section 24 of the
Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719); develop
guidelines to ensure that judges ap-
pointed for prize competitions under
that authority are fairly balanced and
operate in a transparent manner (15
U.S.C. 3719(k)(3)).

(b) The following authorities are re-
served to the Secretary of Agriculture:

(1) Approval of prize competitions
that may result in the award of more
than $1,000,000 in cash prizes under sec-
tion 24(m)(4)(B) of the Stevenson-
Wydler Technology Innovation Act of
1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719(m)(4)(B)).

(2) [Reserved]

[79 FR 44110, July 30, 2014, as amended at 80
FR 58338, Sept. 29, 2015]

§2.29 Chief Economist.

(a) The following delegations of au-
thority are made by the Secretary of
Agriculture to the Chief Economist:

(1) Related to economic analysis. (i) Co-
ordinate economic analyses of, and re-
view Department decisions involving,
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policies and programs that have sub-
stantial economic implications.

(ii) Review and assess the economic
impact of all significant regulations
proposed by any agency of the Depart-
ment.

(iii) Review economic data and anal-
yses used in speeches and Congres-
sional testimony by Department per-
sonnel and in materials prepared for re-
lease through the press, radio, and tele-
vision.

(2) Related to risk assessment. (i) Re-
sponsible for assessing the risks to
human health, human safety, or the
environment, and for preparing cost-
benefit analyses, with respect to pro-
posed major regulations, and for pub-
lishing such assessments and analyses
in the FEDERAL REGISTER as required
by section 304 of the Department of Ag-
riculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7
U.S.C. 2204e).

(ii) Provide direction to Department
agencies in the appropriate methods of
risk assessment and cost-benefit anal-
yses and coordinate and review all risk
assessments and cost-benefit analyses
prepared by any agency of the Depart-
ment.

(3) Related to food and agriculture out-
look and situation. (i) Coordinate and
review all crop and commodity data
used to develop outlook and situation
material within the Department.

(ii) Oversee and clear for consistency
analytical assumptions and results of
all estimates and analyses which sig-
nificantly relate to international and
domestic commodity supply and de-
mand, including such estimates and
analyses prepared for public distribu-
tion by the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, the Economic Research Service, or
by any other agency or office of the De-
partment.

(4) Related to weather and climate. (i)
Advise the Secretary on climate and
weather activities, and coordinate the
development of policy options on
weather and climate.

(ii) Coordinate all weather and cli-
mate information and monitoring ac-
tivities within the Department and
provide a focal point in the Depart-
ment for weather and climate informa-
tion and impact assessment.

(iii) Arrange for appropriate rep-
resentation to attend all meetings,
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hearings, and task forces held outside
the Department which require such
representation.

(iv) Designate the Executive Sec-
retary of the USDA Weather and Cli-
mate Program Coordinating Com-
mittee.

(5) Related to interagency commodity
estimates committees. (i) Establish Inter-
agency Commodity Estimates Commit-
tees for Commodity Credit Corporation
price-supported commodities, for major
products thereof, and for commodities
where a need for such a committee has
been identified, in order to bring to-
gether estimates and supporting anal-
yses from participating agencies, and
to develop official estimates of supply,
utilization, and prices for commodities,
including the effects of new program
proposals on acreage, yield, production,
imports, domestic utilization, price, in-
come, support programs, carryover, ex-
ports, and availabilities for export.

(ii) Designate the Chairman, who

shall also act as Secretary, for all
Interagency Commodity Estimates
Committees.

(iii) Assure that all committee mem-
bers have the basic assumptions, back-
ground data and other relevant data re-
garding the overall economy and mar-
ket prospects for specific commodities.

(iv) Review for consistency of analyt-
ical assumptions and results all pro-
posed decisions made by Commodity
Estimates Committees prior to any re-
lease outside the Department.

(6) [Reserved]

(7) Related to long-range commodity
and agricultural-sector projections. Es-
tablish committees of the agencies of
the Department to coordinate the de-
velopment of a set of analytical as-
sumptions and long-range agricultural-
sector projections (2 years and beyond)
based on commodity projections con-
sistent with these assumptions and co-
ordinated through the Interagency
Commodity Estimates Committees.

(8) Related to agricultural labor affairs.
Exercise the following functions of the
Secretary under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (INA), as amended (8
U.S.C. 1101 et seq.):

(i) Pursuant to section 214(c) of INA
(8 U.S.C. 1184(c)), provide consultation
to the Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of Labor concerning the ques-
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tion of the importation of aliens as
nonimmigrant temporary agricultural
workers, known as ‘“H-2A” workers,
under 8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a);

(ii) Pursuant to section 218(e) of the
INA (8 U.S.C. 1188 note), provide con-
sultation to the Attorney General and
the Secretary of Labor concerning all
regulations to implement 8 TU.S.C.
101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a) and 1188 providing
for the importation of H-2A workers;

(iii) Pursuant to section 210(h) of the
INA (8 U.S.C. 1160(h)), promulgate regu-
lations to define ‘‘seasonal agricultural
services’’ for purposes of the Special
Agricultural Worker (SAW) Program;

(iv) Pursuant to section 210A(a) of
the INA (8 U.S.C. 1161(a)), determine
jointly with the Secretary of Labor the
number (if any) of additional special
agricultural workers, known as ‘‘re-
plenishment agricultural workers”
(RAWs), who should be admitted to the
United States or otherwise acquire the
status of aliens lawfully admitted for
temporary residence during fiscal
years 1990 through 1993 to meet a short-
age of workers to perform seasonal ag-
ricultural services in the United States
during each such fiscal year;

(v) Pursuant to section 210A(a)(7) of
the INA (8 U.S.C. 1161(a)(7)), determine
jointly with the Secretary of Labor
emergency requests to increase the
shortage number;

(vi) Pursuant to section 210A(a)(8) of
the INA (8 U.S.C. 1161(a)(8)), determine
jointly with the Secretary of Labor re-
quests to decrease the number of man-
days of seasonal agricultural services
required of RAWs to avoid deportation
and for naturalization under section
210A(d)(5)(A) and (B) of the INA (8
U.S.C. 1161(d)(5)(A) and (B));

(vii) Pursuant to section 210A(b)(1) of
the INA (8 U.S.C. 1161(b)(1)), calculate
jointly with the Secretary of Labor and
annual numerical limitation on the
number of RAWs who may be admitted
or otherwise acquire the status of
aliens lawfully admitted for temporary
residence during fiscal years 1990
through 1993 under section 210A(c)(1) of
the INA (8 U.S.C. 1161(c)(1)); and

(viii) Pursuant to section 210A(b)(2)
of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1161(b)(2)), estab-
lish jointly with the Secretary of
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Labor the information that must be re-
ported by any person or entity who em-
ploys SAWs or RAWs in seasonal agri-
cultural services during fiscal years
1989 through 1992, and to designate
jointly with the Secretary of Labor the
official to whom the person or entity
must furnish such certification.

(9) Related to the Capper-Volstead Act.
Serve as Chairman of the Capper-Vol-
stead Act Committee to identify cases
of undue price enhancement by associa-
tions of producers and issue complaints
requiring such associations to show
cause why an order should not be made
directing them to cease and desist from
monopolization or restraint of trade.
The Chairman is authorized to call
upon any agency of the Department for
support in carrying the functions of
the Committee (7 U.S.C. 292).

(10) Related to committee management.
Establish and reestablish regional,
state, and local advisory committees
for activities under his or her author-
ity. This authority may not be redele-
gated.

(11) Related to energy. (i) Advise the
Secretary and other policy-level offi-
cials of the Department on energy poli-
cies and programs, including legisla-
tive and budget proposals.

(ii) Serve as or designate the Depart-
ment representative at hearings, con-
ferences, meetings and other contacts
with respect to energy and energy-re-
lated matters, including liaison with
the Department of Energy, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and
other governmental agencies and de-
partments.

(iii)—-(iv) [Reserved]

(v) Provide Department leadership in:

(A) Analyzing and evaluating exist-
ing and proposed energy policies and
strategies, including those regarding
the allocation of scarce resources;

(B) Developing energy policies and
strategies, including those regarding
the allocation of scarce resources;

(C) Reviewing and evaluating Depart-
mental energy and energy-related pro-
grams and programs progress;

(D) Developing agricultural and rural
components of national energy policy
plans; and

(BE) Preparing reports on energy and
energy-related polices and programs
required under Acts of Congress and
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Executive orders, including those in-
volving testimony and reports on legis-
lative proposals.

(vi) Provide Departmental oversight
and coordination with respect to re-
sources available for energy and en-
ergy-related activities, including funds
transferred to USDA from other de-
partments or agencies of the Federal
Government pursuant to interagency
agreements.

(vii) Administer a competitive bio-
diesel fuel education grants program (7
U.S.C. 8106).

(viii) Implement a memorandum of
understanding with the Secretary of
Energy regarding cooperation in the
application of hydrogen and fuel cell
technology programs for rural commu-
nities and agricultural producers.

(12) Related to climate change.

(i) Coordinate policy analysis, long-
range planning, research, and response
strategies relating to climate change
issues.

(ii) Provide liaison with other Fed-
eral agencies, through the Office of
Science and Technology Policy, regard-
ing climate change issues.

(iii) Inform the Department of sci-
entific developments and policy issues
relating to the effects of climate
change on agriculture and forestry, in-
cluding broader issues that affect the
impact of climate change on the farms
and forests of the United States.

(iv) Recommend to the Secretary al-
ternative courses of action with which
to respond to such scientific develop-
ments and policy issues.

(v) Ensure that recognition of the po-
tential for climate change is fully inte-
grated into the research, planning, and
decisionmaking processes of the De-
partment.

(vi) Coordinate global climate change
studies.

(vii) Coordinate the participation of
the Department in interagency cli-
mate-related activities.

(viii) Consult with the National
Academy of Sciences and private, aca-
demic, State, and local groups with re-
spect to climate research and related
activities.

(ix) Represent the Department to the
Office of Science and Technology Pol-
icy on issues related to climate change.
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(x) Represent the Department on the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change.

(xi) Review all Department budget
items relating to climate change
issues, including specifically the re-
search budget to be submitted by the
Secretary to the Office of Management
and Budget.

(13) Related to environment.

(i) Coordinate implementation of sec-
tion 1245 of the Food Security Act of
1985 regarding environmental services
markets (16 U.S.C. 3845).

(i1) [Reserved]

(14) Related to agreements.

(i) Enter into contracts, grants, or
cooperative agreements to further re-
search programs in the food and agri-
cultural sciences (7 U.S.C. 3318).

(ii) Enter into cost-reimbursable
agreements relating to agricultural re-
search (7 U.S.C. 3319a).

(iii) Make competitive grants to, or
enter into cooperative agreements
with, agricultural and food policy re-
search centers (7 U.S.C. 3155).

(15) Carry out prize competition au-
thorities in section 24 of the Steven-
son-Wydler Technology Innovation Act
of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719) related to func-
tions otherwise delegated to the Chief
Economist, except for authorities dele-
gated to the Chief Financial Officer in
§2.28(a)(29) and authorities reserved to
the Secretary in paragraph (b)(1) of
this section.

(b) The following authorities are re-
served to the Secretary of Agriculture:

(1) Approval of prize competitions
that may result in the award of more
than $1,000,000 in cash prizes under sec-
tion 24(m)(4)(B) of the Stevenson-
Wydler Technology Innovation Act of
1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719(m)(4)(B)).

(2) [Reserved]

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 63
FR 66979, Dec. 4, 1998; 64 FR 40735, July 28,
1999; 68 FR 27442, May 20, 2003; 73 FR 56706,
Sept. 30, 2008; 74 FR 3405, Jan. 21, 2009; 77 FR
14952, Mar. 14, 2012; 78 FR 40938, July 9, 2013;
79 FR 44111, July 30, 2014; 80 FR 58338, Sept.
29, 2015]

§2.30 Director, Office of Budget and
Program Analysis.

(a) The following delegations of au-
thority are made by the Secretary of
Agriculture to the Director, Office of
Budget and Program Analysis:

§2.31

(1) Serve as the Department’s Budget
Officer and exercise general responsi-
bility and authority for all matters re-
lated to the Department’s budgeting
affairs including:

(i) Resource administration, includ-
ing all phases of the acquisition, and
distribution of funds and staff years.

(ii) Legislative and regulatory re-
porting and related activities.

(2) Provide staff assistance for the
Secretary, general officers, and other
Department and agency officials.

(3) Formulate and promulgate De-
partmental budgetary, legislative and
regulatory policies and procedures.

(4) Represent the Department in con-
tacts with the Office of Management
and Budget, the Government Account-
ability Office, the Department of the
Treasury, Congressional Committees
on Appropriations, and other organiza-
tions and agencies on matters related
to his or her responsibility.

() Coordinate and/or conduct policy
and program analyses on agency oper-
ations and proposals to assist the Sec-
retary, general officers and other De-
partment and agency officials in for-
mulating and implementing TUSDA
policies and programs.

(6) Review and analyze legislation,
regulations, and policy options to de-
termine their impact on USDA pro-
grams and policy objectives and on the
Department’s budget.

(7) Monitor ongoing studies with sig-
nificant program or policy implica-
tions.

(8) Exercise responsibility for coordi-
nating and overseeing the implementa-
tion of the Government Performance
and Results Act of 1993, Public Law
103-62, and the GPRA Modernization
Act of 2010, Public Law 111-352, at the
Department.

(b) The following authority is re-
served to the Secretary of Agriculture:
Final approval of the Department’s
program and financial plans.

[79 FR 44111, July 30, 2014]

§2.31 General Counsel.

(a) Related to legal services. The Gen-
eral Counsel, as the chief law officer of
the Department, is legal advisor to the
Secretary and other officials of the De-
partment and responsible for providing
legal services for all the activities of
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